Katelyn,
I asked students to address a number of questions during the week.  You only addressed the first one.

Did you find yourself "admiring" Ken Burns and "liking" the message he presented in the video clip? 

Your posts/replies are below, followed by my comments.




HST 209 W16 (Escobar 31984) -> Week 2 Forum -> Meet Ken Burns -> Re: Why I like Ken Burns
by Katelyn Rasmussen - Sunday, 17 January 2016, 9:39 PM
 
Jake, 
I agree that there is no way the civil war can be covered in one documentary but Ken does a very good job at covering as much as he can into each video that he makes. Between the artwork, music and detailed descriptions of talking about each battle. 
 
Sum of ratings: (1) 

This is an example of a 1 point “I agree” type of reply.  You then make claims that are unfounded… covers as much as he can, detailed descriptions of each battle… without mentioning ANY specifics from Episode 1.


HST 209 W16 (Escobar 31984) -> Week 2 Forum -> Meet Ken Burns -> Re: I initially liked Ken Burns' message in the video
by Katelyn Rasmussen - Friday, 15 January 2016, 4:05 PM
 
Tyler, 
I too really liked when Ken Burns talked about filming things or getting stories on certain situations that took place even though they may not fit in, in the end. It makes me feel like he truly loves learning more about the Civil War and all that went on because he is taking the time even though its not guaranteed in the end. I also noticed his background music and how it tends to keep you intrigued in the videos. 

Sum of ratings: (1) 

This is also an “I agree” reply where you simply reiterate something already said by another student.   And again, no specifics.


HST 209 W16 (Escobar 31984) -> Week 2 Forum -> Meet Ken Burns -> "Admiring" Ken Burns
by Katelyn Rasmussen - Friday, 15 January 2016, 3:58 PM
 
Mychal, 
After reading your responses to Ken Burns and seeing what you think of his ways of doing things I completely agree with what you wrote about him leaving things out or sort of switching and changing what is to be believed actually happened, I still trust that most of what we are learning and what we are going to be learning is true. Ken Burns would not be as well known as he is nor would his work be used in a class if it wasn't to be trusted in learning about the civil war. 
 
Sum of ratings: 1 

Yet another “I agree” reply with absolutely NO specific examples, nothing from your textbook, etc.  You say you trust what we are learning is true, but it is OBVIOUS that you have not even looked at the other two articles which the forum required you to read.  Those questions were:

Did you feel the same way after reading the first article? What concerns, if any, did you have after reading the second article, which was the most specific, articulate, and critical of Ken Burns and his "historical work"? What level of confidence do you have in this Civil War Series, our main video source of historical information about the War Between The States?




HST 209 W16 (Escobar 31984) -> Week 2 Forum -> Meet Ken Burns -> Ken Burns passion
by Katelyn Rasmussen - Wednesday, 13 January 2016, 7:36 PM
 
After watching the first video about Ken Burns, I feel that there is so much to be learned about him as a producer and his love for history. Ken Burns is very passionate about what he does and you can tell even just a few minutes into his video. He mentions that he loves learning in this video. One of my favorite parts of this video is when Ken is talking about finding the right angle for taking his pictures of these historical things, he takes his time in finding what looks perfect and what fits best with what he is talking about. In the second link provided about Burns, he mentions that he has "no superficial demand for balance." He wants people to share their honest opinion when talking about their view. He doesn't want them to have to feel as if they need to contradict their points of view something they don't as strongly believe in. With what I have read and seen so far of Ken Burns work, I love the passion he carries for his job and what he does. 

Score 2

This was your initial post, and it earned 2 out of 3 points.  It is your most original work, but it also reveals that your replies are simply restating the same, or very similar points you made in your own post.  You mention “the second link”, so it seems as if you might have read it, but you completely fail to include a quote or a specific example of what you mean by “no superficial demand for balance”.  What is does reveal is a complete lack of critical analysis of the article.  A careful reading of the two articles would have revealed “mild to severe” criticisms of Ken Burns documentary.  None of your posts or replies address the contradictory nature of the materials you and your group members were asked to analyze.  



I suggest you take a look at the work of two of your group members.  See Abigail’s Tuesday post and Edith’s Wednesday post to see excellent examples of posts that analytically address the topic and cite specific source quotes to support their claims.

I hope this helps you see what is expected as you move forward this term.
