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[bookmark: _pz0iy5n93dje]Note for class improvements
add a new section to the syllabus on the weekly quizzes - unique in nature, wait time, open book, no answers, contact me - this information is needed in explicit form.



Introductions Forum

Sometimes online classes can feel like an isolated learning experience. As an instructor, I certainly like to "see" the students sitting in my traditional classes each week, which is something I cannot do in an online class. By using the technology available to us, it is possible to overcome some of these limitations. 

For example, I'd HIGHLY recommend putting your picture into your Moodle profile. I have myself. From that time forward, your picture will appear next to any forum post you make (or Moodle message you send) in this class. Educational studies show that it helps to put a real face to a name in an online class. Other students are more inclined to be more respectful in their discussions, comments, and criticisms when they realize it is a real human they are speaking with, rather than just dealing with some anonymous name, no different than those names you see in online comment blogs and the resulting "flame wars" and inappropriate online exchanges that often ensue. (Of course, if for privacy reasons you choose not to put up your actual photo, you should at least choose some type of image to put in place of the default "shadow image" that Moodle uses. Try Googling "avatar icons", click "Images for avatar icons", and find something that matches your style.)

My goals for this assignment are simple. First, by posting your introductions to a forum, and perhaps replying to one another, you will better be able to use the technology when it comes to your "real" Civil War history assignments which will comprise a major part of your grade in this class. It never hurts to get the technical issues out of the way from the very start of the class. Second, you may find someone (or more than one) in this class with whom you may wish to work during the course of the term... someone to run your writing by for ideas or proofreading, or someone to study with for exams or chat about the videos you're watching and the books you are reading. Who knows what may happen? Regardless, I thought I would at least present the opportunity for everyone.

Remember, this is a public forum, where all students enrolled in this class can read what you write. Don't disclose any personal or other inappropriate information you wouldn't want made public. 

Also, AS WITH ALL WRITING YOU WILL DO IN THIS CLASS, be sure you write your paragraph in a word processor FIRST, check for spelling and grammar, and THEN copy and paste it into your forum post.Poor spelling, grammar, or awkward writing doesn't make a good first impression on anyone.

Click on my post below, click the reply link on my post, and introduce yourself.

Later, and throughout this course, to reply to other students' posts, click on the the reply links on THEIR individual posts.








Introductions Forum

So, in your forum post, tell the class just a little bit about yourself. What brings you to LCC? What is your area of study? Hobbies or interests? Why are you taking this particular course? What kind of student are you? Share as little or as much as you feel comfortable in doing.

Ken Burns Forum

Like the McPherson Assignment, consider the sources of these three "documents". 
· A Video introduction of Ken Burns and his relationship with PBS.
· Current.org, a website for people in public media and writer Karen Everhart Bedford
· Journal of American Culture, Academics Michael A. Morrison and Robert E. May, with extensive citations
Unlike the McPherson Assignment, where each "review" was about the authors specific book, Battle Cry of Freedom, in this case, each source is only slightly connected to the other, having only the producer Ken Burns in common.

Did you find yourself "admiring" Ken Burns and "liking" the message he presented in the video clip? Did you feel the same way after reading the first article? What concerns, if any, did you have after reading the second article, which was the most specific, articulate, and critical of Ken Burns and his "historical work". What level of confidence do you have in this Civil War Series, our main video source of historical information about the War Between The States?

Address these questions this week, making your initial posts (at least) by Wednesday in order to start the discussion. Then, continue your discussions until the Sunday deadline.


OTHER ASSIGNMENT
You have been reading and taking notes on the McPherson chapters since the midterm exam. In this forum, you will create an "exam" question, in a format similar to your weekly quizzes... a fill in the blank/short answer type. You will compose one question for each chapter (from chapters 21 to 26), focusing, of course, on the most important material you discovered in that chapter.

You will create ONE new post/discussion for EACH of your SIX questions. The subject line of your post MUST begin with the chapter number and brief description of your question. 
For example: Chapter 22 - Lincoln's disappointment after Gettysburg

To make a post, click the Add a New Discussion Topic button below.

All six questions (posts) are due by the Thursday 9pm deadline.

You will then answer SIX questions posed by SIX DIFFERENT STUDENTS. (replies)
Of course, each question can only be answered CORRECTLY once by the earliest reply. Only incorrectly answered questions can have a second (or third) reply made to them.

VERY IMPORTANT - You may NOT begin answering any questions until Thursday at 9:01pm. This will give all students an equal opportunity to choose and answer. (I will delete all replies/answers with times prior to 9:01pm on that Thursday date.)





Battle Cry QA Forum

· Post your 6 questions by the Sunday deadline.
· You may NOT answer any questions until AFTER the Sunday, 11:55pm deadline.
If you have cited page numbers in your question, be sure to remove them before posting. I removed the ones I had in my example question. There is not need to "give away" the answers to your other group members... they should be able to find them on their own. The only hint you will give to your group members will be the chapter number. 

Finally, and this is important, an ORGANIZED FORUM is crucial for this assignment. I must know who is posting the questions, and later, who is doing the answering.

You will need to include the word "Question", followed by "Chapter #", followed by just a very short bit of descriptive text on what the question is about. This information MUST APPEAR IN THE SUBJECT LINE OF EACH ONE OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL QUESTION POSTS. Examples:

Question - Chapter 21 - Vicksburg
OR
Question - Chapter 22 - Jefferson Davis
Last modified: Thursday, January 5, 2012, 11:08 PM
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This week, you will answer and post comments on the questions created by the OTHER group you've been paired with. 

You will also "score" how well the other group has answered YOUR group's questions.

As you did last week, you and your group members can decide how you want to divide up the task of answering 33 questions and later, after the Wednesday deadline, "scoring" the other group's answers.


When you click the appropriate question database, look at the tabs. You can view the questions one at a time or as a long list of questions.

Below each question, you will find two icons.

Click on this link [image: edit] in order to access the field to answer the question, being sure to save your work.

Click on this link [image: search] in order to:
1. Write comments (constructive criticism) about the question written by the other group. 
2. 
3. Score the answer (1=correct, 0=incorrect) that the other group has provided to your group's question.
4. 
Complete the above by the appropriate deadline . There are two deadlines this week.
· Your group has only until Thursday to answer the 33 questions
· At that deadline, I will "open up" the wikis with all of the answers and citations with the McPherson book page numbers.
· 
· Your group has until Sunday to "score" the other group's answers to your questions
· 

Last modified: Monday, January 31, 2011, 12:13 PM
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No date questions
No True false questions

Separate GROUPS does not work when you IMPORT the questions via textfile. Only works when manually entered. WHAT A PAIN

If you use the text file with colon : delimeter, be sure students don't use colons in their questions. You get import errors.


Use this format:
Chapter 8
Q: This group of Cooperationists felt that secession should be a result of "overt act(s)" on the part of Republicans in the North?
A: Conditional Unionists / Thad / Pg. 237
Q: What organization gave the south the stronger army position at the start of the war (1860-61)?
A: Militias / Roxanne / Pg. 250
Q: Slaves constituted what percent in Confederate states?
A: 47 / Devarieous

Chapter 9
Q: Who planned the Harper's Ferry Expedition, where Virginia took control of the same armory that John Brown had tried to control?
A: Wise / Roxanne / Pg. 279
Q: Who was the pro-confederate Governor of Missouri?
A: Claiborne Fox Jackson / Eric / Pg. 290
Q: Who resigned in disgrace from the union army for accusations of drunkenness in 1854, and went on to be a great general?
A: Grant / Carl/ Pg. 296
Last modified: Monday, January 31, 2011, 12:03 PM
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Battle Cry Question and Answer Assignment Instructions

It is imperative that you read all assignment instructions carefully.

First, you should know that this is and INDIVIDUAL assignment and you will earn your own score for your own work. The class has been randomly divided into several groups, each with about 15 members. During this two-week assignment, you and your group members will ask questions, then answer them, on material you have been reading about in chapters 21-26 in the McPherson book Battle Cry of Freedom. 

In short, each student will post AT LEAST six significant questions, one from each chapter (by the Sunday deadline). Then you will take the following week to answer six questions FROM SIX DIFFERENT CHAPTERS posed by six DIFFERENT members of your group, (by the Sunday deadline). 

No student may answer a question until 11:56pm, one minute after the first week "question posting" deadline. (Moodle forums show the exact time when posts have been made, so no "early birds" are allowed.)

Answering questions during the second week will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Once a question has been answered, it is no longer "open" for answering by another student. One question gets one answer. That's it. Obviously, it is important to avoid procrastination during the second week of the assignment. (Waiting until Sunday of the first week deadline to post your six questions is just fine though. There is no "reward" for posting questions early.)

EXPECTATIONS AND SCORING

Each question and answer will receive a score from 0 to 3, with 3 being "excellent". To receive the maximum credit for this assignment, you will need to ask at least six "excellent" questions and provide six "excellent" answers by the deadlines. Your goal is to earn 36 points over the next two weeks. 

NOTE: I am providing you with all of the guidelines in this instruction page AND I am also providing you with an example of what I'm looking for. Click here to see a sample question and answer that are both "excellent", earning full-credit.

NOTE #2: You are not writing questions like you see each week in your video quizzes. Questions that can be answered with a single word do not belong in this forum. Question: "Who was the president of the Confederacy" Answer: "Jefferson Davis" would only earn 1 point each. 1 out of 3 points is a 33%, or VERY low grade of F, although it is better than a zero.

My hope is that each student will achieve the maximum grade for this assignment. Therefore, even though you are required to post six questions and answers, during the SECOND week of the assignment, a student *may* post up to two "extra" questions, one from chapter 27 and one from chapter 28. 

In this way, if your initial questions or answers fail to earn the maximum score, the sum of the scores for the two extra credit questions could definitely help you to earn the maximum score. 

IMPORTANT: You may only answer questions during the second week if you have posted questions in the first week. If you only produce three questions, you can only answer three questions. 

WARNING: MISSING DEADLINES AS A GROUP MEMBER: If you fail to post your six questions by the Sunday deadline, you are not entitled to answer any other group members' questions and will be removed from the group. Here's the reason... How can you NOT post questions yourself, then go ahead and expect to answer other student questions, leaving those students without any questions to answer themselves?

Finally, you should realize that this assignment is worth approximately three times the amount of a single weekly quiz. 

HOW I WILL SCORE YOUR POSTS AND REPLIES

3 - Excellent post or reply, containing analysis, depth, or credible support for any statement. Student clearly asks or answers the question, has clearly contemplated the question or dilemma, or illustrates comprehension and an understanding of the issue. Response is well-written, free of grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.

2 - A fine post or reply which does not quite rise to the level of a "3", but nevertheless, adds to the academic knowledge level of the the group.

1 - A post or reply that is not well written or supported or one that fails to address the question or issue at hand.

0 - Off topic, poorly written (typos, spelling, etc.), or inappropriate to the analytical level of this assignment (Who was the president of the Confederacy?)

THE FINER DETAILS
· To reply to a person's specific question/post, be sure to click the specific blue "reply link" of the post you are replying to. (this is called maintaining a “thread” and it will keep the questions and answers organized)
· Use proper academic language and etiquette (avoid slang, smilies, all lower-case text, internet chat abbreviations such as IMHO or OMG, etc.). I cannot emphasize enough, that a post or reply filled with spelling and grammar mistakes shows a real lack of effort, especially in this day of spelling and grammar checkers. 
· 
· Cite your sources when you make statements that are not considered common knowledge. (McPherson p.147) or (Ward p.89) or (Video Episode 1) Again, see the "excellent" example question and answer.
· 
· This forum allows you to add pictures directly to your posts. When appropriate, include them. See the INSTRUCTION videos in the top Moodle "block" if you don't already know how to do this.

Finally, and this is important, an ORGANIZED FORUM is crucial for this assignment. I must know who is posting the questions, and later, who is doing the answering.

Each of your six questions will be in a separate post. You will need to include the word "Question", followed by "Chapter #", followed by just a very short bit of descriptive text on what the question is about. This information MUST APPEAR IN THE SUBJECT LINE OF EACH ONE OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL QUESTION POSTS. Examples:

Question - Chapter 21 - Vicksburg
OR
Question - Chapter 22 - Jefferson Davis
Last modified: Friday, February 22, 2013, 6:46 PM
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Overview

The class has been divided into 8 different groups, each with from 6 to 7 members. During the first week of this two-week assignment, you and your group members will use a Moodle wiki (a common workspace) to develop and write 3 questions for each of the McPherson chapters (8 through 18) that you've been assigned to read thus far. So that is 11 chapters, 33 questions, all due by the Sunday at 11:55pm deadline.

This assignment has a second part. Next week, your group will "compete" against another group. Both groups will post their 33 questions in a Moodle forum for the opposing group members to answer by a Wednesday deadline. All group members will participate in scoring, awarding points, and providing feedback to the opposing group members for correct answers.

How You Will Be Graded

You will receive a "group grade" for creating the required number of appropriate and relevant questions, correctly answering the opposing group's questions. There will also be an opportunity to provide private/confidential feedback about the participation and efforts of your own group members, and this will certainly have an effect on your grade.

As you already know, Moodle tracks every login, every click you make, everything you type, and the time you spend online. So it will be quite easy for me to verify what positive or negative things your own group members will write about you. So be active and involved, communicate regularly, and do your share of the work. This is what your group members and I expect of you over these next two weeks.

Hints, Strong Suggestions, and Other Requirements

Using A Wiki

You will ABSOLUTELY need to type up your work in a word processor and copy and paste it into your wiki work area. When you are editing a wiki, you are temporarily preventing others from adding their own work, until you have finished. Since copying and pasting is quick, you won't monopolize the wiki space for very long.

Suggestions

However you divide up the chapters and questions is up to each group, but I HIGHLY RECOMMEND that you do NOT assign an entire chapter to just one person. First, there would be no one else to check if the most important themes/events were being addressed in that person's questions. Second, the purpose of this assignment is help everyone "master" the material in ALL of the chapters. After all, your midterm exam will require you to know more information than is covered in just one or two chapters. Regardless, however you decide to do things, be sure to "get it all done" by the deadline.

Requirement

When you develop your questions on the wiki, you MUST also provide the answers AND McPherson page numbers. This will allow group members to check your work and help edit, rewrite, or rephrase the question for clarity. (Of course, you will NOT give the answers to the group you are competing against next week.)

Organization is key. You and your group members can keep your wiki page as messy as you'd like during the week, but by the Sunday deadline, make sure it is organized. It should be labeled clearly by chapter and easy for me to see the three questions that you've written for each chapter, in final draft form (no typos/mistakes).

During this assignment you can communicate with one another "publicly" by using the wiki space. I've also added a "chat space" for your group members to use during this assignment. Finally, you can also use Moodle messaging to contact one or more group members at a time. Click the checkboxes on the right hand side of the Participants link on the Moodle homepage, then scroll to the bottom and choose Add/Send Message from the With Selected Users drop down menu.

On a final note, the purpose of this assignment is NOT to create "trick" questions, or questions that require bizarre knowledge of minuscule facts that can only be found in three words of one sentence buried deep inside a chapter. Instead, the questions should be meaningful and appropriate to students taking a topical class specific to the American Civil War, such as this one.

For example, here are two versions of the same question.

Poor/Weak version:
Who was the 18th president?

Excellent version:
What politician, a former Whig, was defeated in the Illinois election for senator in 1858, only to be elected to the presidency as a Republican in 1860?
Last modified: Tuesday, January 25, 2011, 3:53 PM
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Assignment 2 Connecting McPherson to BurnsInstructions

Each week you have been asked to read weekly objectives (and concepts and names) for each of the 4 video episodes that you have seen so far. I have now posted each of the weekly objectives as its own forum topic.

During this one-week assignment, you will be required to answer any THREE of these objectives.

IMPORTANT - This is a first come, first served assignment. Each topic may have a MAXIMUM of three replies. You can easily see the number of replies from the forum home page. Once the number of replies has reached "3", then that topic is closed. (I will probably move them to a "placeholder" forum where all students can read the comments, but can no longer reply.)

DO NOT PROCRASTINATE - If you are "late" in posting your answers, and your post reads just like the one that another student posted before you, then it will be very difficult to receive a high score. However, if you research your McPherson book and "dig up" another applicable reference page or two that your predecessor has missed, then that will definitely be beneficial to your score.

EXTRA CREDIT - Remembering that Moodle keeps track of the dates and times of your posts, if, by Friday at 5pm, you see that any of the objective "topics" have only received 2 or fewer replies, you may answer JUST ONE MORE of the objectives.

In every assignment I ask you to complete, I am interested more in quality than quantity, so do an excellent job on your first three topics that are required, before you decide to complete the extra credit (if available).

All student comments/replies are due by the Saturday deadline.

EXPECTATIONS AND SCORING

Like your last forum, each answer will receive a score from 0 to 3, with 3 being "excellent". Your goal is to earn 9 points for the week. 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: The name of this assignment is Connecting McPherson to Burns. In order to receive ANY CREDIT WHATSOEVER for you answers, you MUST, I repeat MUST address the objective topic using SPECIFIC page numbers, quotes (direct or indirect), and references made in the McPherson book as your only source for your answers. 

There is a reason, beyond the fact that James McPherson won the Pulitzer Prize, that Ken Burns chose to have students nationwide use this particular book with his film when it first aired 20 years ago, in 1990, on PBS. In this assignment, you must find and reveal this connection.

Finally, you should know that this assignment is worth approximately TWICE the amount of a single weekly quiz. (The maximum score of "9" will be multiplied by 3, for a total of 27 points. Each weekly quiz is about 15 points.)

HOW I WILL SCORE YOUR POSTS AND REPLIES

No credit will be given to posts that fail to include the specific page number references in the McPherson book.

3 - Excellent post or reply, containing analysis, depth, or credible support for any statement. Student clearly asks or answers the question, has clearly contemplated the question or dilemma, or illustrates comprehension and an understanding of the issue. Response is well-written, free of grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.

2 - A fine post or reply which does not quite rise to the level of a "3", but nevertheless, adds to the academic knowledge level of the the group.

1 - A post or reply that is not well written or supported or one that fails to address the question or issue at hand.

0 - Off topic, poorly written (typos, spelling, etc.), or inappropriate to the analytical level of this assignment
Last modified: Saturday, April 24, 2010, 8:41 PM



ANSWERS

Organization is key in a forum where students need to make six posts, but answer six OTHER posts, ONE from each chapter, EACH written by a DIFFERENT student. Please remember that provision. You cannot just find one "partner" and answer each other's questions. You need to maintain both "student" variety and "chapter" variety.

To answer a specific question, you must click the reply link in that specific post. Then, you MUST CHANGE the subject line to a single word ... ANSWER (in CAPS), which will clearly denote to others that the question above has already been answered.

ANSWERING QUESTIONS

Since answering questions is on a first-come, first-served basis, I would avoid procrastinating during the second week of the assignment. 

Moreover, consider this. You choose a question to answer, but unknown to you, so does another student in the class. You both start to answer the question in your word processor, check the textbooks and/or video to cite your sources and "prove" your answer, check for spelling and grammar, save the file, etc. But you get sidetracked from the work for some reason. The other student posts their answer before you do. You return to the forum to copy and paste your answer, but see that the question has already been answered. 

I'm sorry, but you must "move on" and find another unanswered question to answer. You do not get to post your answer, even if you think it is better than the one provided by the other student.

Therefore, you should frequently check the forum to see which questions have been answered. Put aside some dedicated time to choose one or two questions, compose your answers, and post them. Doing this task in smaller, fairly short periods of time, should minimize your chances of "losing" your opportunity to answer the question you chose.

Starting this "answer week" early will result in the better chance for "excellent" answers and maximum points. Waiting until the end, and getting "stuck" with whatever questions are left, could result in less-than-excellent answers.

ANSWERING POOR QUESTIONS

Due to the fact that you will answer questions posed by six different students on six different chapters, you may find your choices to be limited. You will undoubtedly find that some of your group members have posted questions that do not rise to the level of being "excellent" and/or significant questions.

But fear not. It is still possible to earn an excellent score even when presented with a limited opportunity.

CLICK HERE for an example of an excellent answer to a very poor question.

Providing excellent, full point answers is not something most students will be able to do off the top of their heads. It should take some time and at least a partial glance back to the "proof" provided in the textbooks and/or videos.

Good luck to you this week.



[bookmark: _7b0cxxj72j6h]Battle Cry of Freedom Q&A Instructions
Battle Cry of Freedom Q&A (Question and Answer) Instructions
Organization and timing is very important for achieving a good grade on this assignment, so it is imperative that you read all assignment instructions carefully.
During this multiple-week assignment, (worth triple the weight of a one-week forum) you and your classmates will ask questions, then answer them, on material you have been reading about in chapters 21-26 in the McPherson book Battle Cry of Freedom. 
In short, you will post EXACTLY six significant questions, one from each chapter (by the first week Sunday deadline).  You will then take the following week to answer six questions FROM SIX DIFFERENT CHAPTERS posed by six DIFFERENT classmates (by the following Sunday deadline). 
************************************************
FIRST WEEK INSTRUCTIONS
EXPECTATIONS AND SCORING
Each question and answer will receive a score from 0 to 3, with 3 being "excellent". To receive the maximum credit for this assignment, you will need to ask at least six "excellent" questions and provide six "excellent" answers by the deadlines.  An important part of your question will be to include an appropriate image, as you have already seen me do on your midterm exam.  These images are helpful to the learning process and in associating the historical facts with something visual.  Your goal is to earn 36 points over the next two weeks. 
NOTE: Here is an example (from a much earlier textbook chapter) of what I'm looking for. CLICK HERE to see a sample question and answer that are both "excellent", earning full-credit.  Included is another link to an excellent answer to a poor question.
NOTE #2: You are not writing questions like you see each week in your video quizzes. Questions that can be answered with a single word do not belong in this forum. Question: "Who was the president of the Confederacy" Answer: "Jefferson Davis" would only earn 1 point each. 1 out of 3 points is a 33%, or a VERY low grade of F, although it is still better than a zero.
WARNING: If you fail to post your six questions by the Sunday deadline, you are not entitled to answer any other students' questions in the second week.  If you only post one question by the deadline, then you are only entitled to answer one other students’ question.  Obviously, students who post all six questions are entitled to have the chance to answer six questions and earn full credit for this assignment.
Students will post each of their chapter questions and images to the appropriate Chapter # category in the forum.  Before you submit your post, include a descriptive subject line that includes the main topic or focus of your question.  For clarity, all students must use this format for their subject lines.
QUESTION - Battle of Gettysburg
QUESTION - Prisoners of War
etc.
************************************************
SECOND WEEK INSTRUCTIONS
You will answer six questions during this week.  No student may answer a question until 11:56pm, one minute after the first week "question posting" deadline on Sunday. (Moodle forums show the exact time when posts have been made, so no "early birds" are allowed.)
Answering questions during the second week will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Once a question has been answered, it is no longer "open" for answering by another student. One question gets one answer. That's it. Obviously, it is important to avoid procrastination during the second week of the assignment.  All answers are due by the Sunday 11:55pm deadline of the second week.
Be certain that you click the reply link within the post of the question you are answering.  For clarity, when answering questions, students must change the subject line of their “answer” reply to the single word ANSWER, all-caps, and nothing else.  (just like you see in the samples I provided above.)
IMPORTANT: You may only answer questions during the second week if you have posted questions in the first week. If you only produce three questions, you can only answer three questions.
 
************************************************
EXTRA CREDIT
My hope is that each student will achieve the maximum grade for this assignment. Therefore, even though you are only required to post six questions and answers, during the SECOND week of the assignment, a student *may* post up to two "extra" questions, one from chapter 27 and one from chapter 28.  If you post one extra credit question, you may answer one extra credit question.  If you post two, you may answer two.
In this way, if your initial questions or answers fail to earn the maximum score of 3 points each, the sum of the scores for the two extra credit questions and answers will definitely help your overall grade and might allow you to earn the maximum score of 36 points. 
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I've already stated the following in the syllabus, but it bears repeating:

The most difficult task required of any instructor is that of grading student writing. Although the purpose of these assignments and forums is not to grade based on spelling and grammar, problems in these areas can only detract from the readability and enjoyment of the information presented, not to mention the lack of care or proofreading they illustrate. You do not want me to be proofreading your written assignments and forum posts. You want me (and in the case of forum posts, other students) to be reading your best work and best effort. Therefore, I urge you to seek assistance if writing is not one of your strengths.

IMPORTANT TECHNICAL NOTE
Although the following is common sense, sometimes online students in the "internet age" fail to follow this time-honored procedure. Since the earliest days of word processing on a computer, and BEFORE the internet, this is how responsible students completed their work. 

DO NOT compose your written assignments while in Moodle. Use your own word processor, saving your work frequently. When you are ready to turn in your assignment, after completing and checking your work, copy and paste it into Moodle and submit your work. If anything goes wrong, you still have a saved copy of your work.

Each term, I have been asked by students to make sure all future students know this information. Inevitably, work has been lost, deadlines have been missed, and grades have suffered. I'd like to avoid that at all costs. 

NOTE: Technical problems are not an excuse for late work. Your deadlines are set in advance, for the entire term, and you can certainly turn in your work early. Only a LCC system-wide Moodle meltdown on a deadline day would cause me to revise a deadline. This has never yet occurred in the years I've been teaching online and using Moodle at LCC. 

Finally, it should also be clear from our first week's mini-assignment that you are NEVER emailing me your word processing files as a method of turning in work in this class. While you may do that for some of your other classes, this class requires only that you copy and paste. I am aware that sometimes the formatting gets thrown off with this method, but you will never be graded or marked down on formatting issues. Do not waste any time this term trying to format your Moodle text to look "pretty". As long as the copy and paste resulted in readable, English-language text, then you are just fine.
END IMPORTANT TECHNICAL NOTE

"A" grades will be given to those who:

Display an excellent understanding of the material and the underlying concept(s) being discussed. Uses course materials and other information to support important points.

Illustrate this excellent understanding by...
...affirming statements and citing relevant research from assigned textbooks or videos or,
...thoroughly answering all posed questions or,
...making an oppositional statement supported by personal experience or related research or,
...achieving a level of analysis, not just a simple narrative or retelling of the material

Written responses are largely free of grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.


"B" grades will be given to those who:

Display an above average understanding of the material and the underlying concept(s) being discussed. Limited use of course materials and other information to support points.

Illustrate this understanding by...
...affirming statements and citing some research from assigned textbooks or videos or,
...answering most posed questions or,
...making an oppositional statement with some support or,
...attempting to analyze the material instead of just reporting the material in question

Written responses are largely free of grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.


"C" or lower grades will be given to those who:

Displays average or little understanding of the course materials and the underlying concept(s) being discussed. Use of course materials and other information to support points is incoherent or missing entirely.

Illustrate little or questionable understanding by...
...no affirming statements or references to relevant research from assigned textbooks or videos or,
...failing to adequately address or answer posed questions or,
...making statements with little support or,
...simply reporting the material in a narrative, "book report" format

Written responses contain significant grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors, which make points or positions difficult to understand. 
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List of abbreviations
					
				
				
					
						
I would like my feedback to be helpful to students for their future assignments. Below are some of the shorthand abbreviations I use when scoring your papers. If you cannot read my writing, or have more questions, I would be happy to go over your paper with you in more detail. Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification, whether through Moodle messaging, over a phone call, or scheduling an office visit.
						
ns - not a sentence
gra - grammar problem
ro - run on sentence
sp - spelling
pt - write history in past tense
red - redundant
? - what do you mean/needs explanation
awk - awkward phrasing/poor grammar confuses meaning
pwc - poor word choice
ww - wrong word
/ - letter should be lower case
cliche - don't use this type of spoken, informal language in a scholarly paper
no hypo ? - do not ask hypothetical questions in your paper 
					
				
			
		

image2.png




image4.png




