CHAPTER 8 
NORTHERN TRANSFORMATIONS, 1790–1850

Chapter Outline
I.	Postcolonial Society, 1790–1815
	A.	Farms
	B.	Neighbors
	C.	Standards of Living
	D.	Inheritance
	E.	The Seaport Cities
II.	The Northwest: From Backcountry to Frontier
	A.	The Backcountry, 1790–1815
	B.	Settlement
III.	Transportation Revolution, 1815–1850
	A.	Transportation in 1815
	B.	Internal Improvements
	C.	Time, Money, and New Markets 
IV.	Northeastern Farms, 1815–1850
	A.	The New England Livestock Economy
	B.	New Farm Households
	C.	The Landscape of Privacy
V.	The Northwest in Transition
	A.	Southern Settlers
	B.	Northern Farmers 
VI.	The Beginnings of the Industrial Revolution
	A.	Factory Towns: The Rhode Island System
	B.	Factory Towns: The Waltham-Lowell System
	C.	Cities
	D.	Metropolitan Industrialization

Chronology
1790	Samuel Slater builds his Arkwright spinning mill at Pawtucket, Rhode Island
1791	Vermont enters the union as the 14th state
1793	Beginning of the Anglo-French War; Ohio enters the union as the 17th state
1807	Robert Fulton launches first steamboat
1812	Second war with Britain begins
1813	Boston Associates erect their first textile mill in Waltham, Massachusetts 
1815	War of 1812 ends
1818	National Road completed to Ohio River at Wheeling, Virginia
1822	President Monroe vetoes National Road reparations bill
1825	New York completes the Erie Canal between Buffalo and Albany
1828	Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (America’s first) completed
1835	Main Line Canal connects Philadelphia and Pittsburgh

Thematic Topics for Enrichment
1.	Describe the similarities and differences in neighborhood relationships in farming communities in both the North and South.  
2.	How did the rise of markets change the culture and society of Americans, both rural and urban?
3.	How did state and federal governments contribute to internal improvements?
4.	What were the typical lifestyles of frontiersmen?
5.	What was so important about the invention of steamboats for American transportation in the early republic?
6.	Why was the transportation revolution so important to the opening of a market economy in early America?
7.	Was any one region of the country more excluded from the burgeoning national market system?
8.	In what ways were New England farmers adversely affected by the market revolution?

Suggested Essay Topics 
1.	In what ways did the market revolution shatter Jefferson’s vision of a nation of farmers??
2.	In what ways did the American economy diversify during the first decades of the early republic? Discuss the impact of diversification on the economy of the different regions of the nation.
3.	Describe the status and changes in American neighborhoods between 1790 and 1830. What were some of the material improvements that occurred and why did they develop during this period?
4.	What was the transportation revolution? Discuss the main features of its development between 1815 and 1850.
5.	Explain the importance of gender roles in a patriarchal society. How did the role of women and men change in the course of the early republic? 
6.	How did the transportation revolution affect American commerce? Society? Travel?
7.	How did the Rhode Island factory system compare with the Waltham factory system?

Lecture Outline 
1.	The United States post-colonial society, 1790–1815, was a nation of farmers, composed of a rural people whose lives revolved around community and family. Few Americans lived in metropolitan areas or regularly engaged in market relations.
	a.	Farms were mostly conservative, subsistence operations that had a mix of agricultural products and livestock to ward of shortages and severe economic downturns. Relying on a strict division of labor by gender, these farms produced enough of a surplus for some overseas sales, but not enough to tie their fortunes to the international market.
	b.	Neighbors proved especially important as sources of information, exchange, and assistance because people might not travel much beyond their village in their entire lifetime.
	c.	Rising standards of living materially improved the lives of many Americans and also the parity between rich and poor.
	d.	Children still gained the wealth of their parents through inheritance, but the institution underwent dramatic changes in the early years of the new republic.
	e.	Seaport cities grew incredibly swiftly in the years 1790–1815, at the beginning of which only 6 percent of Americans lived in areas with a population more than twenty-five hundred.
(Show Map 8.1: Population Density, 1790–1820)
2.	Americans flooded out of the East, continuing a constant emigration from backcountry to frontier in the Northwest that would last at least a century.
	a.	Although remaining an area largely beyond effective government and organized institutions, the backcountry was transformed by the flood of western settlers from 1790 to 1815.
	b.	Americans’ insatiable appetite for settlement in the western lands led to a flood of farmers and speculators into these lands.
3.	Between 1815 and 1850 the nation experienced a transportation revolution with great improvements in roads and an explosion of canal and railroad construction. These developments brought Americans closer together as both a physical reality and psychological perception.
	a.	Overland transportation in 1815 was both slow and exceeding expensive. As a result, western settlements were isolated and only marginally a part of the market economy.
	b.	After 1815, important improvements in transportation resulted from state and federal financial support in road and canal construction and from technological inventions in riverboat shipping.
(Show Map 8.2: River Roads and Canals, 1825–1860, Map 8.3: Time Required to Travel from New York City, 1800 and 1830, and Map 8.4: Railroads in the United States, 1840 and 1860)
	c.	The transportation revolution greatly reduced the time and money required to move heavy goods internally in the nation. As a consequence, American overseas exports significantly rose.
	d.	The desire by some to see the nations regions united by its markets were met in New England, the mid-Atlantic, and the Northwest but not in the South.
4.	Northeastern farms between 1815 and 1850 took advantage of the transportation improvements and shifted from their conservative, “safe” mixed farming, to specialized market agriculture, which was more volatile but had the potential for much more profit. The Northwest market was rapidly transformed into a cash-crop business.
	a.	The New England livestock economy provided Yankee farmers with a market for meat and other perishables.
	b.	The households of northern rural families were transformed during the first half of the 19th century. New forms of housework replaced old as families experienced rising expectations for standards of comfort and cleanliness.
	c.	By 1830, Northern neighborhoods placed new emphasis on being attractive and “civil.” At the same time, the changing landscape of privacy and the increased sense of a market economy saw farmers rely more on cash and purchased goods instead of traditional bartering.
5.	Between 1815 and 1840—precisely the years in which northeastern agriculture became a cash-crop business—migrants from the older areas transformed the Northwest Territory into a working agricultural landscape.
	a.	Until the 1820s, most settlers were southern yeomen who rejected slavery and remained tied to the river trade and free-range agriculture. They depended more on their family and neighbors rather than on distant markets for trade.
	b.	In the 1820s Northerners from New York and New England arrived, spurred by the improvement in transportation. They tended to be grain farmers who readily embraced new farming technologies. There was some conflict between these two variants of settlers.
6.	By 1820, the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution saw new factories in rapidly growing cities serve the rural markets.
	a.	The Rhode Island system of factory town pioneered textile manufacturing that employed carefully supervised entire families in the production of textiles.
	b.	The Waltham-Lowell system of factory town employed young, single women from rural backgrounds to live and work in carefully supervised conditions. The workers became a self-respecting sisterhood of independent, wage-earning women.
	c.	The commercial classes transformed the look and feel of cities as retailing and manufacturing became separate activities. A growing middle-class saw the gap widen between the richest above and poorest below.
	d.	The metropolitan industrialization provided previously unheard of quantities of ready-made goods. This in turn, although a boon to consumers, negatively impacted the artisan class as a poorer working class took their place.

	Conclusion: Americans in the 1790s were overwhelmingly a rural people. Yet, these same folks comprised a nation in the midst of many changes that would usher in a more individualistic, acquisitive republic in the years to come. Transformations in the cultural life of the country clearly reflected revolutions in transportation, the rise of the market economy, and new systems of manufacturing, all of which made the nation much more a buying and selling society.

Teaching Resources
· A Few Men Well-Conducted: The George Rogers Clark Story tells the epic story of courage on the frontier and the trek into the Kentucky and Illinois backcountry in the era of the American Revolution. Filmic Archives (23 minutes).
· Settling the Old Northwest details the dynamics of settlement and socialization in the lands between the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Filmic Archives (18 minutes).
· Awakening Land, based on the Conrad Richter trilogy, details the story of life on the Ohio frontier. PBS Video (108 minutes).
· A Midwife’s Tale, based on the Pulitzer Prize winning book by historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, documents the life of Maine farm woman and midwife Martha Ballard during the late 18th and early 19th century. PBS Video (88 minutes).
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