CHAPTER 20 
CITIES, PEOPLES, CULTURES, 1890–1920

Chapter Outline
I.	The Rise of the City
II. 	Immigration
	A.	European Immigration
	B.	Chinese and Japanese Immigration
	C.	Immigrant Labor
	D.	Living Conditions
III.	Building Ethnic Communities
	A.	A Network of Institutions
	B.	The Emergence of an Ethnic Middle Class
	C.	Political Machines and Organized Crime
IV.	African American Labor and Community
V.	Working-Class and Commercial Culture 
	A.	Popular Literature
VI.	The New Sexuality and the Rise of Feminism
VII. 	Reimagining American Nationality

Chronology
1893	Columbia Exposition opens
1900	Chicago joins New York City and Philadelphia as the only U.S. cities with populations exceeding 1 million
1900–1914	Immigration averages more than 1 million per year
1907	Congress establishes Dillingham Commission to study immigration problems
1907–1911	An average of 73 of every 100 Italian immigrants return to Italy
1908	Israel Zangwill’s play, The Melting-Pot, debuts
1909	Immigrants and their children constitute more than 96 percent of the labor force building and maintaining railroads
1910	Black skilled tradesmen in northern cities reduced to 10 percent of total skilled trades workforce; Roughly 20,000 nickelodeons dot northern cities
1911	Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire kills 146 workers
1914	Theda Bara, movies’ first sex symbol, debuts; The Masses, a radical journal, begins publication
1916	Randolph Bourne publishes “Trans-National America”
1919	Japanese farmers in California sell $67 million in agricultural goods, 10 percent of state’s total
1920	Nation’s urban population outstrips rural population for the first time

Thematic Topics for Enrichment
1.	Describe the differences between “old” and “new” immigrants to the United States. 
2.	Describe how the lives of urban dwellers improved after 1900. 
3.	Describe the major elements of popular, working-class culture in the early 20th century. 
4.	Discuss the rise of feminism in the early 20th century. 
5.	Describe the economic and social conditions of African Americans in urban areas during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
6.	Discuss the concept of the “melting pot” and its impact on America. 
7.	Describe the impact of organized crime and machine politics on American cities. 

Suggested Essay Topics
1.	Discuss the causes of the new immigration, the countries from which people were emigrating, and the impact on the American labor force.
2.	Describe how urban elites sought to transform American cities. 
3.	What motivated “new” immigrants to come to the United States? 
4.	What were working conditions like for immigrants working in heavy industry? 
5.	Characterize the ethnic middle class that emerged in the 20th century. 

Lecture Outline
1.	In the last decades of the 19th century, how Americans lived, where they worked, and what the landscape looked like underwent incredible change with the rise of the city being one of the most significant developments of the era.
2.	Between 1880 and 1920, 23 million people came to the United States in the largest proportional wave of immigration ever.
	a.	In European immigration, notably Italians and Slavs desired only to improve their economic condition and then return home, whereas others, fleeing persecution, including the Irish and Jews, saw their presence in the United States as permanent.
	b.	Those who were part of Chinese and Japanese immigration, were much smaller in numbers than those from Europe, yet they still made their mark in the United States, all in the face of heavy discrimination.
	c.	Immigrant laborers often found themselves vulnerable to accident and injury, and teetering on the edge of poverty.
	d.	Living conditions were overcrowded and poorly sanitized, often lacking such basics as windows and running water.
3.	The building of ethnic communities came with resourcefulness and mutual aid.
	a.	Immigrant communities reproduced a network of institutions from the old country while developing new institutions as well.
	b.	Each ethnic group created its own history of economic success, leading to the emergence of an ethnic middle class.
	c.	Immigration, with an accompanying poverty, led directly to the rise of political machines and organized crime in the nation’s cities.
(Show Map 20.1: African American Population, 1910) 
4.	African Americans’ labor and community remained primarily rural and southern, engaged in sharecropping or tenant farming and mired in poverty and debt.
5. 	Working-class and commercial culture included new entertainments such as dance halls, ball parks, amusement parks such as Coney Island, and especially vaudeville theaters, which offered the working-class leisure, fun, and a temporary break from their long work days.
	a.	Popular literature for the working class often centered on tales set in the new industrial city, though usually with an appealing fantasy of rising into higher society.
6.	Young, single women challenged the Victorian notions of separate gender spheres, bringing forth the “new sexuality” and the rise of feminism.
7.	The rising tide of immigrants into cities changed so much of society that there was a reimagining of American nationality as the more pluralistic and cosmopolitan nation the United States had become. This troubled conservatives and urban elites.

	Conclusion: The United States of the late 19th and early 20th centuries experienced growth of cities, attracted millions of immigrants, and witnessed a vibrant urban culture. Yet millions of Americans were impoverished amidst an economically imbalanced society.

Teaching Resources
· The Immigrant Experience offers an account of one turn-of-the-century immigrant family. Filmic Archives (30 minutes).
· Gathering Strength (1840–1914) provides an analysis of the differences between the “old immigrants” and the “new immigrants.” Filmic Archives (44 minutes).
· The Innocent Years is a general history of the first years of the 20th century. Filmic Archives (60 minutes).
· “Journey to America,” in the PBS series The American Experience, documents immigration in the early part of the century. PBS Video (60 minutes).
· ABC’s The Century: America’s Time series, hosted by Peter Jennings. Episode 1 “The Beginnings: Seeds of Change” details the United States at the turn-of-the-century and covers topics such as immigration, the Wright Brothers, Triangle Fire, imperialism, and the Titanic.
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