CHAPTER 15 
SECESSION AND CIVIL WAR, 1860–1862

Chapter Outline
I.	The Election of 1860
	A.	The Republicans Nominate Lincoln
	B.	Southern Fears
II.	The Lower South Secedes
	A.	Northerners Affirm the Union
	B.	Compromise Proposals
	C.	Establishment of the Confederacy
III.	The Fort Sumter Issue
IV.	Choosing Sides
	A.	The Border States
	B.	The Creation of West Virginia
	C.	Indian Territory and the Southwest
V.	The Balance Sheet of War
	A.	Strategy and Morale
	B.	Mobilizing for War
	C.	Weapons and Tactics
	D.	Logistics
	E.	Financing the War
VI.	Navies, the Blockade, and Foreign Relations
	A.	King Cotton Diplomacy
	B.	The Trent Affair
	C.	The Confederate Navy
	D.	The Monitor and the Virginia
VII.	Campaigns and Battles, 1861–1862
	A.	The Battle of Bull Run
	B.	Naval Operations
	C.	Fort Henry and Fort Donelson
	D.	The Battle of Shiloh
	E.	The Virginia Theater
	F.	The Seven Days’ Battles
VIII.	Confederate Counteroffensives
	A.	The Second Battle of Bull Run

Chronology
1860	Lincoln elected president (November 6); South Carolina secedes (December 20); Federal troops transfer from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter (December 26)
1861	Rest of lower South secedes (January–February); Crittenden Compromise rejected (February); Jefferson Davis inaugurated as provisional president of the new Confederate States of America (February 18); Abraham Lincoln inaugurated as president of the United States (March 4); Fort Sumter falls, Lincoln calls out troops, proclaims blockade (April); Four more states secede to join Confederacy (April–May); Battle of Bull Run (Manassas) (July 21); Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10); The Trent affair (November–December)
1862	Union captures Forts Henry and Donelson (February 6 and 16); Congress passes Legal Tender Act (February 25); Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8); Battle of the Monitor and the Merrimac (Virginia) (March 9); Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28); Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7); Union Navy captures New Orleans (April 25); Stonewall Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley campaign (May–June); Seven Days’ battles (June 25–July 1); Second Battle of Manassas (Bull Run) (August 29–30); Lee invades Maryland (September); Battle of Corinth (October 3–4); Battle of Perryville (October 8)
1863	Congress passes National Banking Act (February 25)

Thematic Topics for Enrichment
1.	What economic stands did the Republicans take in 1860 that attracted northern voters?
2.	Give the details of the Crittenden Compromise and explain why both Lincoln and the secessionists rejected the Compromise.
3.	How did the southern delegates who convened in Montgomery shape their constitution and presidency? 
4.	Discuss how Fort Sumter developed into a dilemma for both the Union and the Confederacy.
5.	Discuss how each side in the Civil War attempted to finance its participation in the conflict. Why did the Confederacy fail in this regard?
6.	Discuss military innovations in the Civil War and how they affected how battles were fought and wars were planned.
7.	Explain why Union fortunes were better in western areas in 1862 than they were in the Virginia theater.

Suggested Essay Topics
1.	Why did the Democratic Party split in 1860?
2.	Considering that Lincoln explicitly stated that he was not an abolitionist, why did South Carolina secede from the Union upon his election in 1860?
3.	Assess the great difficulty in choosing sides as the Civil War broke out in 1861, particularly for residents of the border states.
4.	Contrast Union and Confederate relative advantages in preparing to fight a protracted civil war. What did the Union have to do to win the war? What did the Confederacy need to do to gain its independence?
5.	Characterize the fighting in the early battles (1861–1862) of the Civil War. What advantages and disadvantages did each side (Union and Confederate) bring to the battlefields?
6.	What role did the navies on both sides play in the early years of the Civil War?

Lecture Outline
1.	The Democratic Party split over the issue of slavery in the presidential election of 1860, with northern Democrats nominating Stephen Douglas and southern Democrats selecting John Breckenridge. Meanwhile, a coalition of former Whigs formed the Constitutional Union Party and nominated John Bell for president. .
	a.	Disaffection with the perceived radicalism of the major candidates led the Republicans to nominate Abraham Lincoln, the favorite son of the Chicago convention.
	b.	The nomination of Lincoln and the Republican platform did nothing to quell southern fears of the dangers posed by a Republican victory in the upcoming election.
2.	Following the Electoral College’s confirmation of Lincoln’s victory, South Carolina led the Lower South to secede from the Union.
(Show Map 15.1: Election of 1860 and Southern Secession)
	a.	Northerners affirmed the Union by publicly supporting Lincoln and declaring secession unconstitutional.
	b.	Northerners and Southerners floated a number of compromise proposals, most notably that of John J. Crittenden of Kentucky, in a desperate effort to avert war in the first months of 1861.
	c.	Establishment of the Confederacy resulted from a convention of seceded states that met in Montgomery, Alabama, in the beginning of February.
3.	Lincoln brilliantly forced the hand of the Confederacy into firing the first shot of the Civil War with the Fort Sumter issue on the morning of April 12, 1861.
4.	For both states and individuals, choosing sides proved an agonizing dilemma with far-ranging consequences.
	a.	In the aftermath of the firing on Fort Sumter, the border states were forced to choose sides, with Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri choosing to remain in the Union.
	b.	The Unionist western counties of Virginia seceded from their state in the creation of West Virginia.
	c.	In the Indian territory and the Southwest, various Native tribes aligned themselves with both sides, with the pro-Union Indians eventually gaining control of most of the Indian territory.
5.	From men to money to material, the balance sheet of war seemed to favor the Union.
(Show Map 15.2: Principal Military Campaigns of the Civil War)
	a.	The Union’s material advantages would not guarantee victory without strategy and morale equal to the daunting task at hand.
	b.	The prodigious numbers of volunteers on both sides made mobilizing for war far less difficult than after the fighting had started in earnest.
	c.	The bloody engagements of the first years of the Civil War led to a revolution in the weapons and tactics, particularly as increasingly lethal weapons necessitated new battlefield tactics.
	d.	Many contemporaries called the Civil War the first “modern war” because of the incredibly complicated logistics involved in amassing, transporting, feeding, arming, and supplying the forces that fought on both sides.
	e.	Financing the war proved a struggle for both sides, with the North relying on printing paper money and the National Banking Act, and the Confederacy on anything and everything.
6.	The Civil War was not fought exclusively on land but also with navies and blockades and foreign relations.
	a.	The Confederacy mistakenly believed that King Cotton diplomacy would be its trump card, forcing the English into recognition of the Confederate States of America.
	b.	In the Trent Affair of October 1861, the Union almost so gravely insulted the English so as to lead them into assisting the Confederacy.
	c.	The Confederate Navy was composed largely of two purchased British vessels, the Alabama and the Florida, which captured or sank more than 250 Union merchant vessels.
	d.	The Monitor and the Virginia, both ironclads, dueled to a draw in their famed March 9, 1862, encounter.
7.	The campaigns and battles of 1861–1862 proved that the war would not end quickly and that only great bloodshed and loss of life would bring the conflict to a conclusion.
	a.	With all the appearances of a smashing Union victory, the Battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861, turned into a Confederate triumph when Thomas Jackson’s Virginia brigade held its line, and General Johnston arrived from the Shenandoah Valley with reinforcements.
(Show Map 15.3: Battle of Bull Run (Manassas), July 21, 1861) 
	b.	Union naval operations resulted in a series of victories over Confederate coastal fortifications and the forced surrender of New Orleans to Admiral David G. Farragut.
	c.	Led by Ulysses S. Grant, combined Union forces won key victories at Fort Henry and Fort Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.
(Show Map 15.4: Kentucky–Tennessee Theater, Winter–Spring 1862)
	d.	Despite losses of some thirteen thousand men in two days of bloody fighting, the Union and Grant defeated Confederate forces at the Battle of Shiloh on April 6–7.
(Show Map 15.5: Battle of Shiloh, April 6–7, 1862) 
	e.	The Union’s fortunes reversed dramatically in the spring of 1862 in the Virginia theater, as Johnston’s army put McClellan’s Army of the Potomac on the defensive and Jackson’s “foot cavalry” wreaked havoc in the Shenandoah Valley.
	f.	In the Seven Days’ Battle at the end of June 1862, Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia turned the momentum of the war in favor of the Confederacy by driving McClellan’s larger force from the outskirts of Richmond back toward the James River.
(Show Map 15.6: Peninsula Campaign, April–May 1862, and Seven Day’s Battle, June 25–July 1, 1862) 
8.	For the remainder of 1862, Confederate counteroffensives were designed to break the Union’s will to fight.
(Show Map 15.7: Second Battle of Manassas (Bull Run), August 29–30, 1862) 
	a.	In the Second Battle of Bull Run, the Confederates again demonstrated that Union victory, if it ever were to come, was a far way off.

	Conclusion: The election of Lincoln and the subsequent secession of eleven southern states culminated in Civil War. Neither Lincoln nor any party—North or South—could have predicted in 1860 that within two years the country would be mired in a brutal war without any foreseeable end. Perhaps only a few abolitionists sensed that the war would spell the end of slavery in the United States.

Teaching Resources
· The Civil War, episodes one, two, and three, by Ken Burns offers an award-winning account of the war’s beginning and its first two years. PBS Video (99 minutes, 69 minutes, and 76 minutes, respectively).
· The Divided Union: The American Civil War is a five-part history of the conflict. Filmic Archives (55 minutes each).
· Civil War Journal, volumes I and II, offers the history of the war using diary and letter excerpt to tell a more personal point of view of the conflict. Topics covered include social, military, political, and racial issues related to the war. (200 minutes total for each volume).
· Ironclads: The Monitor and the Merrimac covers a turning point in naval history. Filmic Archives (30 minutes).
· The Battle of Glorieta Pass: Gettysburg of the West recounts this battle in the West in 1862. Films for the Humanities & Sciences (28 minutes, black and white).
· The Massachusetts 54th Colored Infantry illustrates the compelling story of African Americans’ devotion to the Union as well as remarkable heroism. PBS Video (60 minutes).
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