


CHAPTER 12
ANTEBELLUM REFORM, 1820–1860

Chapter Outline 
I.	The Politics of Progress
	A.	Markets and Governments
	B.	Banks, Roads, Canals
II.	The Politics of Social Reform: Schools and Asylums
	A.	Public Schools
	B.	Ethnicity, Religion, and the Schools
	C.	Prisons
	D.	Asylums
III.	The Politics of Alcohol
	A.	The Alcoholic Republic
	B.	Temperance Movement
	C.	The Origins of Prohibition
	D.	The Washingtonians
	E.	Ethnicity and Alcohol
	F.	The South and Social Reform
IV.	The Politics of Slavery and Race
	A.	Democratic Racism
	B.	Antislavery before 1830
	C.	Abolitionists
	D.	Agitation
V.	The Politics of Gender and Sex
	A.	Moral Reform
	B.	Women’s Rights

Chronology
1819	New York state builds the first prison under the Auburn system
1826	Reformers found the American Society for the Promotion of Temperance
1831	William Lloyd Garrison begins publication of the antislavery Liberator; New York Magdalen Society publishes its first annual report
1833	Abolitionists found the American Anti-Slavery Society
1840	Working-class drinkers found the Washington Temperance Society
1848	First Women’s Rights Convention held in Seneca Falls, New York
1851	Maine becomes the first of 17 states to enact statewide prohibition
1860	New York enacts the Married Women’s Property Act

Thematic Topics for Enrichment 
1.	Discuss the banking situation in the United States after the destruction of the Second Bank of the United States.
2.	What were the differences between Whigs and Democrats in their plans for public education?
3.	How did banks divide the Whig and Democratic parties? 
4.	Why were Catholic parents upset with public schools and determined to establish church-controlled schools?
5.	Discuss the differences between the Philadelphia System and the Auburn System for prison reform.
6.	Which social reform of the era did the South support most enthusiastically? Why?
7.	Describe the different ways that temperance reformers tried to curtail the consumption of alcohol.
8.	What caused the race riots of the 1830s in Philadelphia and New York?
9.	How did abolitionists during this period differ from antislavery advocates that had come before them?
10.	Describe the reform efforts of the Female Moral Reform Society.
11.	What was the link between abolitionism and the women’s rights movement?
12.	What were the methods used by the women’s rights movement to gain rights and liberties? 

Suggested Essay Topics
1.	Contrast the Whig and Democratic principles of the 1830s and 1840s. 
2.	Compare and contrast the different types of public schools present in antebellum America. 
3.	Define “social reform” and discuss its many goals in the 1830s and 1840s.
4. 	What motivated abolitionists to their cause? What obstacles did they face in reaching their goals? 
5.	Explain the relationship of religion and politics in the second party system.
6.	Describe the contributions of Elizabeth Cady Stanton at the Seneca Falls Convention. 

Lecture Outline
1.	Whigs assumed the combination of markets and government as being part of the politics of progress for the young but expanding Republic. 
	a.	The new market economy was supported by the Whig Party who saw a collaboration of markets and government as providing both economic opportunity and class harmony.
	b.	The politics of economic development were played out in the two-party rivalry of Democrats and Whigs, with the differences between the parties regarding the role of banks in providing support for internal improvements such as roads and canals. 
2.	Members of both major parties, as well as the many lesser ones, fought vociferously over the politics of social reform, especially as it became clear that reform issues proved critical in elections.
	a.	Far from being universally acclaimed, public schools became a prominent feature, and a large public expenditure, solely in the North and Northwest.
	b.	For many locally minded citizens, the mixture of ethnicity, religion, and the schools was so volatile that party affiliation became a passionate issue even in small towns.
	c.	State investment in prisons grew dramatically in the period, with some states following the Pennsylvania system and others following the Auburn system.
	d.	States also funded the construction of asylums to house orphans, the insane, and the dependent. 
3.	The politics of alcohol was so great an issue that in many regions the temperance question constituted the difference between Whig and Democrat.
	a.	The alcoholic Republic witnessed a dramatic increase in drinking with the primary purpose to get drunk. .
	b.	The fight to prohibit ardent spirits became the obsession of many Americans, who started temperance organizations such as the American Temperance Society.
	c.	The origins of prohibition were in the middle 1830s because the Whigs tried to use the power of the government to stop the drinking of alcohol. 
	d.	Different from older temperance groups, the Washingtonians reflected a distinctly working-class perspective, one which offered more compassion than moral disapproval as the path to sobriety. Whigs and Washingtonians were soon at odds over tactics. 
	e.	By the 1850s, with the immigration of many Irish and Germans whose culture included drinking, ethnicity and alcohol became the focus of political and social discord.
	f.	Cultural and political conservatism inhibited positive steps in the South on social reform as they had in the North.
4.	When it had become clear that slavery was not about to disappear of its own accord, the politics of race became increasingly contentious, threatening to divide almost all institutions along the Mason-Dixon line.
	a.	Although discrimination was ubiquitous in antebellum America, democratic racism served to encourage a systematic attempt to equate American citizenship solely with white Protestantism.
	b.	Antislavery movements before 1830 did not attack the institution of slavery; rather, they concerned themselves more with the possibility of removing African Americans from the United States.
	c.	Abolitionists believed that slavery was a sin, and as such it had to be removed immediately, not gradually.
	d.	Copying other reformers, abolitionists began to use various active forms of agitation to raise consciousness of the treatment of slaves.
5.	With the discussions of racial slavery came similar debate over women’s rights, which resulted in a new politics of gender and sex, culminating in the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848.
	a.	Moral reform, through organizations such as the New York Magdalen Society, was proposed as a means to improve society through nonpolitical avenues.
	b.	From the 1820s onward, middle-class women began the century-long struggle toward women’s rights and the American woman suffrage movement.

	Conclusion: The society, culture, and politics of the decades of the 1820s, 1830s, and 1840s incorporated changing attitudes toward family, religion, race, class, ethnicity, and more. As the United States became an increasingly democratic, aggressive nation, America’s cultural institutions adapted to serve the ideological needs of a people on the move.

Teaching Resources
· “Harriet Tubman” and “Sojourner Truth” are video biographies in the twelve-part The Black Americans of Achievement video collection. Filmic Archives (30 minutes).
· The Freedom Station is a drama about the Underground Railroad that is set in a “safe house” in 1850. It explores the concept of freedom versus the reality of being free. Filmic Archives (30 minutes).
· Mr. Lincoln of Illinois recreates the era and the man in this documentary about Lincoln during his prairie years. Films for the Humanities & Sciences (30 minutes, color).
· Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony examines the lives of the women’s rights pioneers. Films for the Humanities & Sciences (24 minutes, color).
· Roots of Resistance details the story of the Underground Railroad in graphic, compelling terms. PBS Video (60 minutes).
· Not for Ourselves Alone: The Story of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, PBS documentary by Ken Burns. Part 1 examines the early women’s rights movement in the 19th century through the lives of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. PBS Video (1 hour 30 minutes).
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