CHAPTER 11 
WHIGS AND DEMOCRATS, 1815–1840
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Chronology
1816	Congress charters Second Bank of the United States and the first avowedly protective tariff; Dartmouth College v. Woodward defines a private charter as a contract that cannot be altered by a state legislature
1819	Controversy arises over Missouri’s admission to the Union as a slave state; Panic of 1819 marks first failure of the national market economy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1820	Missouri Compromise adopted
1823	Monroe Doctrine written by Secretary of State John Quincy Adams
1824	Gibbons v. Ogden asserts federal control of interstate commerce
1824–1825	Adams wins presidency over Andrew Jackson; Adams appoints Henry Clay Secretary of State; Jacksonians charge a “Corrupt Bargain” between Adams and Clay
1827	Cherokees in Georgia declare themselves a republic
1828	Jackson defeats Adams for presidency; “Tariff of Abominations” passed by Congress; John C. Calhoun’s Exposition and Protest presents nullification doctrine 
1830	Congress passes Indian Removal Act
1832	Jackson reelected over Henry Clay; Worcester v. Georgia exempts the Cherokee from Georgia law; Jackson vetoes bill to recharter the Bank of the United States
1833	Force Bill and Tariff of 1833 end the nullification crisis
1834	Whig Party formed in opposition to Jacksonians
1835	Treaty of New Echota
1836	Congress adopts “gag rule” to table antislavery petitions; Van Buren elected president
1837	Financial panic ushers in a severe economic depression
1838	U.S. Army marches the remaining Cherokees to Indian Territory 
1840	Whig William Henry Harrison defeats Van Buren for the presidency

Thematic Topics for Enrichment
1.	How did the North and the South react to Missouri’s petition to enter the Union?
2.	Discuss the causes of the Panic of 1819. What role did banks play in this recession?
3.	Who were the presidential candidates in 1824? What did each have to offer to the voters?
4.	Discuss Andrew Jackson’s background, character, and political philosophy.
5.	How did John Quincy Adams differ from Jackson in regard to political philosophy?
6.	Discuss the 1828 election in terms of the issues and the propaganda that Jackson and Adams put forth.
7.	Describe the Indian-removal issue from either the point of view of the Georgia government or from the point of view of the Cherokees.
8.	Explain John C. Calhoun’s nullification doctrine and why it was opposed by Andrew Jackson.
9.	Discuss the Bank War from the viewpoints of Andrew Jackson and Nicholas Biddle.

Suggested Essay Topics
1.	Compare Andrew Jackson’s political career and his views on government with those of Thomas Jefferson and the Jeffersonian-Republicans.
2.	Cite several of the case rulings by the Marshall Supreme Court that bolstered the authority of the federal government. 
3.	Explain the impact of the Missouri debates on the politics of the Jacksonian era. Why did Thomas Jefferson call the controversy “a fire-bell in the night”?
4.	Characterize Andrew Jackson’s vision for a democratic America. Who benefited and who did not?
5.	What efforts did the Cherokee make to assimilate into white American society and to stay where they were in Georgia? Why were they removed despite these efforts?
6.	Describe how Henry Clay sought to instill national pride in Americans. 

Lecture Outline 
1.	The American system of federal subsidies for commerce, manufacturing, and internal improvements came through the recognition that the Jeffersonian export-based agrarianism was not creating enough national prosperity and collective strength.
	a.	National Republicans such as Henry Clay took the lead for instituting the American system in the early 19th century with a focus on internal improvements.
	b.	The Marshall Supreme Court interpreted commerce and the law to encourage the legal power of the federal government at the expense of states. A series of Court rulings would help solidify the federal government’s authority in an active role in economic development.
2.	The year 1819 was a volatile one in the United States because debates over Missouri statehood and the bank panic set the stage for tumultuous events in the subsequent two decades.
	a.	Congress was almost paralyzed by sectional arguments over Missouri statehood and the fate of slavery in the West.
	b.	Congress averted disaster with the passage of the Missouri Compromise, which made Missouri a slave state and Maine a free state, as well as established a northern boundary for the expansion of slavery in the Louisiana Purchase territory.
(Show Map 11.1: The Missouri Compromise, 1820) 
	c.	The Panic of 1819 caused the collapse of many banks and brought economic depression to many regions of the nation.
3.	Events of 1819 and 1820 led to a Republican revival, with virtually all national political figures seeming to call for small government, sectional peace, and government noninterference in slavery.
	a.	New Yorker Martin Van Buren led the way toward the construction of a new, more modern political party, known as the Jacksonian Democratic Party.
(Show Map 11.2: Presidential Election, 1824) 
	b.	The election of 1824 proved a fiasco with none of the four candidates garnering an electoral majority, thus throwing the election into the House of Representatives.
	c.	Henry Clay’s support of John Quincy Adams and his subsequent appointment to the post of Secretary of State led to wide-scale accusations that a “corrupt bargain” had been struck between Clay and Adams.
	d.	Between 1825 and the next election, a veritable Jacksonian melodrama ensued, in which Jackson’s men publicly lamented their candidate’s unfair denial of the nation’s highest office.
4.	Although John Adams assumed the presidency, it came under contentious conditions that played out as Jackson versus Adams.
	a.	The Adams-Onis Treaty and the promulgation of the Monroe Doctrine moved American nationalism in the international arena.
	b.	Nationalism at home, although getting a big boost from Adams’s educational and scientific initiatives, failed to take root in a Congress and public that remained wary of central power.
	c.	The birth of the Democratic Party stemmed directly from the public persona of Andrew Jackson and the behind-the-scenes machinations of Martin Van Buren.
(Show Map 11.3: Presidential Election, 1828) 
	d.	Jackson’s victory in the election of 1828 vindicated the general and demonstrated the power of Van Buren’s emerging party machine.
	e.	Sympathetic contemporaries called Jackson’s March 4, 1828, inauguration a people’s inauguration, whereas skeptics viewed it as a display of the debauchery of the common folk.
	f.	Contemporaries termed Jackson’s open replacement of government appointees with his own political operatives the spoils system.
5.	Elections from the 1820s to the Civil War demonstrate the crucial ties of Jacksonian Democracy and the South.
	a.	Simmering tensions between southerners and Indians, whose land claims proved anathema to expansionists, turned to open conflict in large measure with Jackson’s explicit approval and his public disavowal of the Supreme Court’s decision in the case of Worcester v. Georgia.
	b.	The official government policy known as Indian Removal was predicated upon the almost reflexive assumption that white and red could not live in harmony.
	c.	One constant from Jefferson to Jackson proved to be Southern opposition to the tariff.
	d.	Ostensibly in response to artificially high tariff rates, South Carolinian John C. Calhoun promulgated the doctrine of state nullification of national law.
	e.	The dispute over the reputation of Secretary Eaton’s wife, Peggy, among the wives of Jackson’s Cabinet resulted in the “petticoat wars” that split the administration between Peggy’s attackers and defenders.
	f.	The Eaton affair and the publication of the vice president’s criticism of Jackson’s actions during the Seminole War led to the fall of Calhoun.
	g.	The sectional dispute over slavery erupted around Congress’s debate over petitions, the gag rule, and the southern mails.
6.	Jacksonian democracy and the market revolution ultimately went hand in hand because aggressive nabobs and the nouveaux riches sought political power to displace entrenched elites.
	a.	Supporters of rechartering the Second Bank of the United States faced growing popular and presidential opposition in the 1830s.
	b.	When the president vetoed the Second Bank’s rechartering bill, a bank war ensued as the “monster bank” became the central issue of the 1832 presidential campaign.
	(Show Map 11.4: Presidential Election, 1832) 
	c.	The beginnings of the Whig Party date from the bank war and Jackson’s heavy-handed and highly personal style of governance.
	d.	Jackson’s Specie Circular sought to curtail speculation and to reverse the flow of specie out of the South and West.
7.	The birth of the Whigs and the consolidation of the Jacksonian Democrats brought about the second American party system.
(Show Map 11.5: Presidential Election, 1836) 
	a.	Jackson’s inflationary bank policies led to the Panic of 1837 and made the reelection of “Martin Van Ruin” a virtual impossibility.
(Show Map 11.6: Presidential Election, 1840) 
	b.	The patently crude political machinations of both Whigs and Democrats in the election of 1840, such as dispensing of massive quantities of hard cider, were caricatured throughout the emerging popular press of the day. Despite the shenanigans, the election of 1840 ensured the success of an American electoral system driven by two parties.

	Conclusion: Despite Jacksonian nostrums about minimal government, the economic growth, territorial expansion, and remarkable immigration of the 1830s and 1840s forced both political parties to actively pursue control of the national government to accomplish their highly political ends. Echoing the sentiments of the Jeffersonians, the Democratic Party proved far more adept at winning national office than their Whig opponents.

Teaching Resources
· When the White Man Came briefly describes life among the major tribes across the United States at the time of European arrival. Films for the Humanities & Sciences (13 minutes, color).
· The Trail of Tears focuses on white expansion and the impact on Native American cultures. Films for the Humanities & Sciences (13 minutes, color).
· Gone West examines the myths and realities of 19th-century life on the frontier. BBC/Time-Life Video (52 minutes).
· Andrew Jackson: A Man for the People is the best portrait of the American president, Indian fighter, and symbol for an age. Arts and Entertainment Video (50 minutes).
· The West, episodes one and two, trace the development of the American West from pre-1800s through the 1840s. PBS Video (60 minutes each).
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