June 11, 2009

To whom it may concern,

It is with great pleasure that I provide this letter of support for Todd Sulkoff in his quest for admission to the University of Oregon.  I had the rewarding opportunity to have Todd as a student in two of my United States History courses at Lane Community College during the Winter and Spring terms in 2009.  He received the highest grades in what proved to be very challenging courses and was clearly at the top of both classes. 
Todd exhibits a sense of responsibility not common enough in this day and age.  Not only did he attend class regularly,  but he always came prepared for the day’s lesson.  He is a very self-motivated student, and consistently challenges himself to meet his maximum potential.  Having taught many students over my career, I can honestly say that Todd 's genuine desire to succeed will make him among the most exemplary candidates for future excellence.
Todd has excellent interactive skills. He is conscientious about his own performance, yet is thoughtful in dealing with others. This was illustrated time and again when I had my classes discuss controversial historical topics, such as slavery, propaganda, and rights in online, web-based forums, where students often forget how to respectfully and constructively interact with one another in a written format.  Todd can actively listen to others, even when he disagrees with their position.  He can give credit where it is due and can stand his ground, providing facts and logical support for his views.

Todd is exciting to work with because he will ask pertinent questions when he needs to know something, have a concept clarified, or even just to expand his understanding of a complex issue. I never left a conversation with him feeling that the time or discussion had been without purpose.  In addition, Todd's feedback on my instructor evaluations has been honest and insightful.  I'm not too proud to admit that although I've been teaching for 20 years, I will certainly attempt to put his suggestions into practice in my future classes.

On a final note, I have spoken with Todd about his academic past.  He began his college career as a teenager, and like many others, made mistakes which resulted in a transcript filled with F's, incompletes-turned-F's and a very poor GPA.  But that was in a different time and place, and he is not that same human being.  Twelve years later, with the wisdom that only time can provide and a new sense of purpose, he has re-entered the academic world and has performed splendidly.  As a faculty member, I most definitely believe in student accountability, but to hold someone's youthful transgressions against them indefinitely is more punitive than this society treats many of its criminals, with their statutes of limitations.  At Lane Community College, we have a "Petition to Absolve a grade" to deal with students in this situation, who've been away from school for a decade or more.  I am hopeful that the University of Oregon can also give these "older and wiser" students a new opportunity to perform well.

I consider Todd Sulkoff to be a prime candidate for success in his continuing education and any future career he chooses.  I recommend him without reservation.  He has demonstrated the qualities of a true collegian.  Todd is not only a qualified to continue his studies at the University of Oregon, but more likely, a preferred candidate for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joe Escobar

History Instructor

Lane Community College
