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THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES (1919)


Time


(1) 50 minute class period (MWF course)





Prerequisites


•	Read appropriate chapter in textbook Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics and Society


•	Read Primary Source Document - Wilson’s Fourteen Points





Objectives


1.	Understand the issues regarding the causes of WWI and the Treaty of Versailles’ failure to adequately address and rectify them.


2.	Consider the impact (or lack of it) of the establishment of the League of Nations as far as its ability to prevent future wars.


3.	Increase student awareness of the multiple perspectives behind the redrawing of nations’ boundaries according to the doctrine of self determination (and its implication for Yugoslavia in the 1980’s and 90’s).





Materials


•	Overhead 1 - Brief Chronology


•	Overhead 2 - Causes of WWI


•	Overhead 3 - Maps of Europe in 1914 and 1919


•	Handout 1 - Lecture Notetaking Aid


•	Handout 2 - Maps of Europe in 1914 and 1919


•	Reminder - Primary Source Document - Wilson’s Fourteen Points


	(Copy handed out during previous class session.)





Teachers should prepare these materials beforehand (if available)


•	Video Clip - American 2nd Century series - Arthur Link on Wilson’s Fourteen Points


•	Video Clip - WWI series - The Treaty Versailles





Procedure


	(The teacher should decide appropriate “stopping points” for a single day’s lesson based on the pace of the class.)





1.	Open lesson with an explanation of the generalization made by advocates of cyclical history, those who say, “History repeats itself”.  Remind students that as historians, we seek to arrive at closer approximations of the truth.


3.	Discuss the similarities and differences between the Treaties of Vienna and Versailles, emphasizing their uniqueness and downplaying war’s inevitability.


4.	Next, use Overhead 1 to give brief chronology of the most significant dates related to WWI and the treaty.


5.	Refresh students prior reading of the Primary Source Document - Wilson’s Fourteen Points by abbreviating the main points 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6-13, and 14. (Handout 1)


6.	Ask students to answer questions on Handout 1 based on the video clip.  Note that they should pay particular attention to comments by Arthur Link and the Primary Source Document nature of the archival film footage and still photos taken in France in 1919.


7.	After making sure that all students have correctly answered video questions, begin full lecture on the contrasting nature of Wilsonian Idealism and his Fourteen Points versus the reality (both its harshness and shortcomings) of the Treaty of Versailles.  Use Overhead 3 Maps of Europe in 1914 and 1919 to illustrate the ramifications of the boundaries of Europe redrawn during the conference.


8.	Note the League of Nations and its eventual failure in the following areas in the era between the world wars:


	Collective Security; Mandated Territories; Disarmament; International Failures due to Lack of Authority


9.	Finally, have students generate a list of terms/phrases/placenames/etc. concerning the recent trouble in Yugoslavia during the past two decades.  Students may generate quite a list, but be unable to grasp the complexity of the situation there.  Explain the present cultural/ethnic/religious situation concerning the Serb, Croat, and Slovenian people.  How aware were the peacemakers at Versailles of the vast differences in these people when they created a nation for all “Southern Slavs”?  To what degree did this reflect ignorance or and outright disregard for the people of the minor nations of Europe?  Why has the violence escalated during recent years?  Is the UN military presence today helpful?  Are diplomatic efforts today any better than those nearly 80 years ago?





Homework


•	Have students read the appropriate sections of their textbook and complete a study of the differences between the maps of Europe in 1914 and 1919 for homework and future class discussion.





Evaluation


•	Ability to answer questions on all levels of Bloom's Hierarchy concerning the topic of the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations during a midterm exam.


•	Students may decide to write their position papers relating studied historical events from this era to modern/current events.





Bibliography


•	Stokes, Gwenneth, Europe 1814-1939. Longman, Green & Co. Ltd., London, 1966.


•	Henig, Ruth B, Versailles and After, 1919-1933. Methuen, New York, 1984.


•	Wilson, Woodrow, The Papers of Woodrow Wilson. [edited by] Arthur S. Link, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J. 1966-1994.


•	Keynes, John Maynard, The Economic Consequences of the Peace. Harcourt, Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.


