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NATIVISM IN AMERICA AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

Time

(1) 80 minute class period (TuTh course)

Objectives

1.
Understand the complex and often hidden nature of nativism, according to historian John Higham, within the context of the time period considered.

2.
Develop a broader perspective when it comes to dealing with and participating in modern debates about immigration restriction and related issues, such as English only (language), affirmative action, denial of benefits to illegals, etc.

3.
Increase student awareness of the levels of ethnic and cultural racism and multiple strains of nativism, the forces behind it, and those who suffered most from it.

Materials

•
PowerPoint presentation containing approximately 40 “slides”


Teachers should procure appropriate computer and projection devices beforehand.


If unavailable, use printed version on overhead transparencies.

• 
Handout 1 – Note Organizer for students

•
Handout 2 - Excerpt from Strangers in the Land
Procedure


(The teacher should decide appropriate “stopping points” for a single day’s lesson based on the pace of the class.)
1.
Begin the lesson by displaying the first slide, with the racist/nativist phrase by Oxford Professor of History.  Ask the question, “Who could have made a statement like this in the age of political correctness in the 1990’s?”  “When could it have been made?”

2.
Review racism in the U.S. up to the turn of the century associated with African Americans, Native Americans, and Asian Americans.

3.
Introduce the concept of nativism and its definition according to classic U.S. historian John Higham.  Focus specifically on the 3 strains: anti-radical, anti-Catholic, and racial nativism.

4.
Proceed to develop each point, in turn, relating events 20 years before and after the turn of the century.  At this time, the introduction of the Second Great Wave of Immigration should occur.

5.
Conclude history lecture with the arrival of the National Origins Act of 1925, often seen as the apex of nativist influence in politics and correspondingly, on society.  This underlying theme will be the ever-present backdrop for the more traditional discussions of the Populist and Progressive Movements in United States history.
6.
End lecture with modern issues related to immigration, restriction, laws, and the “new nativism” seen by many in today’s contemporary world.  Use samples, including a copy of the July 5, 1998 Register Guard Opinion section, pie charts of the present ethnic/cultural breakdown of America, political cartoons, and opinion polls.  Leave student with awareness that this issue if far from dead, far closer than 100 years in the past.

7.
Take remaining class time to show students how to conduct an internet search on this topic, using Infoseek or another web search engine.  Many students may decide to choose this issue or one of numerous issues associated with it to write their position paper, a requirement for this course.

Homework

•
Have students read the appropriate sections of their book and Handout 2 (from Strangers in the Land) so they will be prepared for next class discussion.

Evaluation

•
Ability to answer questions on all levels of Bloom's Hierarchy concerning the topic of nativism in America at the turn of the century during a unit exam.

•
Students may decide to write their position papers relating studied historical events from this era to modern/current events.
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