

















June 16, 1998














To whom it may concern,





It has been both my privilege and honor to have worked with Joe Escobar for six years, from 1989 to 1995. I have known him as a fellow teacher in the Social Science department and more closely I have team taught with him for the 1994/5 academic year. I have found that Joe’s teaching style does not maintain the status quo but rather strives to challenge students to achieve higher levels of critical thinking and independence. He is extremely dedicated to his profession, working long hours well into the night, to make sure that he has the best possible lessons.





In 1992, Joe was one of two teachers who wrote for a Federal Education Grant. They were awarded the grant of over $340,000 and went to work to change education. Writing their own software and spending countless hours of their own time and money, Joe and his partner revolutionized a part of the social studies program at Fullerton High. That program was honored in December of 1994 with the prestigious Golden Bell Award, an honor usually awarded to entire schools or districts. As a colleague I was impressed with his unparalleled dedication, the successful results of their program, and the changes that I saw in their students. It was not uncommon to see Joe working with students at lunch and after school; in fact, it became uncornmon to not see him with the students. It was this type of a program that drew me to team teaching with him. It has been, by far, the highlight of my teaching career. His expertise in technology, his visionary approach to education and his tenacity are impressive. I have the deepest respect for Joe as a teacher and as an individual.





As department head I have appreciated Joe’s insight and commitment. I have always known that Joe would do anything to help out the department. I have also been impressed with the fact that Joe has contributed to the school in non-academic ways as well. He attends football and softball games for pleasure and to support the students. He was our basketball timer and student government always knew that they could ask Mr. Escobar to chaperone a dance and that he would say yes. This is the type of extreme professionalism that he radiates.





In closing I would like to say that Joe is a man of integrity, and to me that is his strongest attribute. There are many good teachers out there and even a few great teachers, but few great teachers have Joe’s level of committment or his strength of character.





Sincerely,














Mark Henderson


Department Head - Social Science


Fullerton Union High School


