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Dear Cooperative Education Division Chair Search Committee,





Upon further study of my application and supporting documents, I believe you will find me to undoubtedly be a tremendous asset and a valuable resource for your instructors, students, and campus.





At heart, I am a teacher.  I have taught in both the public K-12 school system and at two and four year colleges and universities.  I have taught students at a variety of ability levels, from gifted/honors, such as Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate, to those needing basic skills and remediation.  My expertise includes the active practice of multiculturalism and mainstreaming principles in order to create a more student-centered and inclusive learning environment.  In addition to instructing students for whom English is a second language, I am fully versed in the application of computer technology in education, including development of software solutions for class and student management, multimedia presentations for course content, and the Internet for research and communication.





The main emphasis of my master’s degree was Immigration and Acculturation, Ethnic Groups and Nativism, and Race Relations in the United States. My studies were aided by earlier undergraduate work in Non-Western Cultures and Intercultural Socialization.  I am also well-versed in the following subjects: American History; Women in American Society; the History of Latin America; History and Development of Islamic Thought; and Eastern European History.  I believe that this diverse background is conducive to the changing and multifaceted nature of our student population and the interconnectedness of our education and work related spheres.





My involvement in education has extended beyond the classroom.  It may interest you to know that I am a proven grant writer whose three year total earnings exceed $380,000.  RSVP Tech™, Restructuring Social Science Via Progressive Technology, a $340,000 federal grant from the United States Department of Education, has been the most notable accomplishment of my career.  The money benefited students directly by infusing computer technology into the curriculum, directly and positively impacting academic achievement.  Throughout the program, I acted as liaison with the local, regional, and national media, as well as parent and community groups such as the PTA, Academic Boosters Club, and the Orange County Chamber of Commerce.  In addition to eliciting substantial positive press, the program earned a First Place Golden Bell Award, the highest honor any program in the California public school system can receive.  Inevitably, public speaking opportunities became quite common, and I served as the program’s diplomat/evangelist by making presentations for many public and private groups interested in the program’s measured and statistically significant outcomes.  Speaking before the Department of Education in Washington D.C., followed by a presentation for my high school alma matter,  were perhaps the highlights of my public speaking career.





I am personally a participant and product of the “learn by doing” philosophy, which is central to cooperative education.  As a public school student, I participated in the Junior Achievement Program, developing and running a business in cooperation with others.  In college, I was a Resident Advisor, serving on a team whose task was to develop and foster student life in the first dormitories ever constructed on the CSU Fullerton campus.  My cooperative education experience in the Secondary Teaching Credential Program saw me learn the “trade” from several master teachers.  Upon becoming a tenured, “veteran” teacher myself, I served as a master teacher for three student teachers of my own.  At LCC, in my position as Director of the Social Science Computer Lab, I have been a coop “employer” for several Computer Information Technology students serving as lab aides.  I have been intimately involved with the cooperative e
