April 14, 2000

Lane Community College

4000 East 30th Avenue

Eugene, OR  97405

To Whom It May Concern,

Upon further review of my application and supporting documents, I believe you will find me to be a tremendous asset and a valuable resource for your instructors, students, and campus as your future Internet Technology Instruction Specialist and Social Science Instructor.

At heart, I am a teacher.  I have taught in both the public K-12 school system and at two and four year colleges and universities.  I currently hold a public teaching credential in secondary education in both California and Oregon, and have taught students at a variety of ability levels.  These range from gifted/honors, such as Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate, to those needing basic skills and remediation.  With a Masters Degree in History from the California State University at Fullerton, I have served as a history instructor at Lane Community College for the past 3 years. Over the last seven years, my expertise has grown to include the application of computer technology in education, including the development of software solutions for class and student management, multimedia presentations for course content, and the Internet for research, communication, and web-based delivery of instruction.  In addition to instructing students for whom English is a second language, I am fully versed in the active practice of multiculturalism and mainstreaming principles in order to create a more student-centered and inclusive learning environment.

The main emphasis of my master’s degree was Immigration and Acculturation, Ethnic Groups and Nativism, and Race Relations in the United States. My studies were aided by earlier undergraduate work in Non-Western Cultures and Intercultural Socialization.  I have also studied the following subjects: American History; Women in American Society; the History of Latin America; History and Development of Islamic Thought; and Eastern European History.  I believe that this diverse background is conducive to the changing and multifaceted nature of our world and specifically Lane Community College’s student population.

Technology can be a worthwhile tool, enhancing the educational experience of our students. Serving as RSVP Tech Director, Computer Lab Director, and Faculty Webmaster for the past seven years, I have become a resource for my co-workers in both hardware and software computer needs, on and off campus training needs, and in educational technology trends nationwide.  I currently receive over six top technology magazines, am involved with a number of software and hardware interest groups, and am subscribed to countless lists and newsgroups that deal with computer technology and internet related applications.  In my own classroom, I use the internet to deliver practice quizzes, post student grades, and as a repository for handouts (when students are absent or misplace them).  I also have a class listserv/newsgroup for contacting my students outside of class time, and students can use this tool to establish study groups, share notes, and answer questions.  Moreover, I offer "virtual office hours" where connected students can join their instructor in an online chat room. All of these innovations have added to the quality of my traditional and distance education classes. Putting the interests of the students first has always been my guiding principle and would remain so as Internet Technology Instruction Specialist and Social Science Instructor.

I am personally a participant and product of the “learn by doing” philosophy, which is a central theme of a community college.  As a public school student, I participated in the Junior Achievement Program, developing and running a business in cooperation with others.  In college, I was a Resident Advisor, serving on a team whose task was to develop and foster student life in the first dormitories ever constructed on the CSU Fullerton campus.  My involvement in the Secondary Teaching Credential Program saw me learn the “trade” from several master teachers.  Upon becoming a tenured, “veteran” teacher myself, I served as a master teacher for three student teachers of my own.  At LCC, in my position as Director of the Social Science Computer Lab, I have been a coop “employer” for several Computer Information Technology students serving as interns.  Now a full time instructor, I am teaching students in history and staff members in technology.  I have been intimately involved in the American educational experience from many sides, believe wholeheartedly in its central philosophy, and hope to continue and grow in that capacity as Internet Technology Instruction Specialist and Social Science Instructor.

My involvement in education has extended beyond the classroom.  It may interest you to know that I am a proven grant writer whose three year total earnings exceed $380,000.  RSVP Tech™, Restructuring Social Science Via Progressive Technology, a $340,000 federal grant from the United States Department of Education, has been the most notable accomplishment of my career.  The money benefited students directly by infusing computer technology into the curriculum, directly and positively impacting academic achievement.  To continue funding, we implemented outcomes-based assessment in the class and the results were utilized throughout the program’s study.  During the grant period, I acted as liaison with the local, regional, and national media, as well as parent and community groups such as the PTA, Academic Boosters Club, and the Orange County Chamber of Commerce.  In addition to eliciting substantial positive press, the program earned a First Place Golden Bell Award, the highest honor any program in the California public school system can receive.  Inevitably, public speaking opportunities became quite common, and I served as the program’s diplomat/evangelist by making presentations for many public and private groups interested in the program’s measured and statistically significant outcomes.  Speaking before the Department of Education in Washington D.C., followed by a presentation for my high school alma matter, were perhaps the highlights of my public speaking career.

Of the many different teachers who added to my education, I had two unique and entirely different teachers who inspired me to be my best.  Now, as a teacher myself, I believe in doing whatever it takes to encourage students to think for themselves and learn how to learn.  As a veteran teacher, I am fully aware of the need to temper idealistic aspirations with realistic and practical solutions.  Regardless, nothing should be allowed to prevent a teacher from reaching the ultimate goal of facilitating student success.  In the end, it is the students who are the most important part of the public education system; moreover, they are our product and our own measure of value as educators.  

I would very much like to pursue these goals at Lane Community College.  I hope that you will find the above experience and achievements as impressive qualities in a potential employee.

Thank you, in advance, for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Joe Escobar

Applicant for Internet Technology Instruction Specialist and Social Science Instructor position
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