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To whom it may concern:





I am certain that you will find me to be a tremendous asset to your teaching staff and a valuable resource for your students and campus.  I have included my qualifications which meet, and often exceed, the requirements  for this position which appeared in the official job posting.





Required Qualifications


I have an earned masters degree in history from California State University, Fullerton.  My masters program was tailored specifically to candidates who would be pursuing careers as community college instructors, as opposed to simply being a stepping stone on the road to a doctoral dissertation.  The dual nature of the program prepared me to teach the core community college courses, especially in United States History and World Civilization.  One emphasis of my master’s degree was Immigration and Acculturation, Ethnic Groups and Nativism, and Race Relations in the United States. My studies were aided by earlier undergraduate work in Non-Western Cultures and Intercultural Socialization.  I am also well-versed in the following subjects: the History of Japan, Women in American Society; the History of Latin America; History and Development of Islamic Thought; and Eastern European History.  I believe that this diverse background is conducive to the development and instruction of a number of courses, and has undoubtedly aided my depth and understanding of the multi-faceted natures of both United States History and World Civilization.





Required Teaching Experience


I have been a teacher since 1989 and have taught at both the secondary and post-secondary levels.  I have taught United States history courses and World Civilization courses throughout the six years of my high school teaching career.  It is important to note that the Advanced Placement United States History courses I was responsible for were academically equivalent to the introductory undergraduate requirements for students enrolled at two and four-year colleges and universities.  I began in the public school system at Fullerton Union High School and for the last two and a half years have been teaching United States History courses at Lane Community College, including evening classes, which service working adults and non-traditional students.  Term after term, my peer and student evaluations have been consistently outstanding.  In addition, I have taught computer education courses as an adjunct professor in the teacher credential program at California State University, Fullerton.  This class was required of all social science educators for a clear California State teaching credential.  I believe that this combination of experience ideally suits me to the community college level.  I have a firm grasp on where many of our younger students are coming from, yet I have also successfully worked with adult learners and the more academically rigorous standards of the college educational system.





Sensitivity to Diversity


I have taught students at a variety of ability levels, from gifted/honors, such as Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate, to those needing basic skills and remediation. I have instructed students for whom English is a second language, for at Fullerton Union High School, 56% of the student population was Hispanic and over 20% was Asian.  My expertise includes the active practice of multiculturalism and mainstreaming principles in order to create a more student-centered and inclusive learning environment.  Recently, I have participated in a Cultural Diversity workshop at Chemeketa Community College and Affirmative Action Training at Lane Community College to refresh and further my attentiveness of these educational principles.  Facilitating student academic and personal success is at the heart of my personal career mission.








Research and Scholarship Experience


It may interest you to know that I am a proven grant writer whose total earnings to date exceed $380,000.  RSVP Tech™, Restructuring Social Science Via Progressive Technology, a $340,000 federal grant from the United States Department of Education, has been the most notable accomplishment of my career.  The money benefited students directly by infusing computer technology into the U.S. History curriculum, directly and positively impacting academic achievement.  Throughout the program, I acted as liaison with the local, regional, and national media, as well as parent and community groups such as the PTA, Academic Boosters Club, and the Orange County Chamber of Commerce.  In addition to eliciting substantial positive press, the program earned a First Place Golden Bell Award, the highest honor any program in the California public school system can receive.  Inevitably, public speaking opportunities became quite common, and I served as the program’s diplomat and evangelist by making presentations for many public and private groups interested in the program’s measured and statistically significant outcomes.  Speaking before the Department of Education in Washington D.C., followed by a presentation for my high school alma matter, were perhaps the highlights of my public speaking career.  More recently, I have secured over $15,000 in classroom technology equipment from Lane Community Collegeís own internal capital outlay initiatives.





Technology in the Classroom


I am fully versed in the application of computer technology in education, including development of software solutions for class and student management, multimedia presentations for course content, and the Internet for research and communication.  For the past two years, I have served as one of two faculty webmasters at Lane Community College.  Our task was to help both early technology adopters and simply inquisitive instructors to not only create their course content on the internet, but to use the web as a classroom tool for information delivery, instruction, and feedback.  In my own U.S. History classes, students are able to get/download class handouts, join the class listserv, participate in the class newsgroup, visit the instructor for a ìvirtual office hourî in a chat room, take on-line practice quizzes, and receive class feedback and grades, all over the internet.  The fact that these interactions happen in addition to and outside of the regularly scheduled class hours, help to increase student awareness and understanding of historical concepts and facilitate higher and measurable academic achievement in the course.  Finally, my position requires a hands-on maintenance of the physical web server, including hardware upgrades and the installation and configuration of software, which became vital to LCCís growing emphasis on Distance Education courses and construction of the campusí Outreach Centers.





Commitment to Excellence in Teaching


As a student in the public school system, and of the many different teachers who added to my education, I had two unique and entirely different teachers who inspired me to be my best.  Now, as a teacher myself, I believe in doing whatever it takes to encourage students to think for themselves and learn how to learn.  As a veteran teacher, I am fully aware of the need to temper idealistic aspirations with realistic and practical solutions.  Regardless, nothing should be allowed to prevent a teacher from reaching the ultimate goal of facilitating student success.  In the end, the students are the most important part of the pubic education system; moreover, they are our product and our own measure of value as educators.  





I would very much like to pursue these goals at Saddleback College.  I hope that you will find the above experience and achievements as impressive qualities in a candidate for this position.





Thank you, in advance, for your time and consideration.





Sincerely,














Joe Escobar


Applicant for World Civilization/United States History Instructor Position





Enclosures: 


Official District Application


Resume


Unofficial Transcripts


(3) Letters of Recommendation 


