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Author:  Lawrence H. Fuchs, born in 1927 in New York, received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1955.  Since 1952, he has taught American civilization and politics at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts.  He served as executive director of the Select Commission on Immigration and Refugee Policy for President Carter, and the Commission’s 1981 report served as the basis for the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.  Fuchs is not only a social historian, but his involvement in politics and policy making make him a contemporary historical journalist as well.





Nature and Scope:  The American Kaleidoscope is a definitive study of ethnicity in America.  Although the work begins in the 17th Century at the founding of the new nation, Fuchs spends most of his pages writing about the United States in the 20th Century.  Individual rights and evolution of the civic culture in response to the changing forms of pluralism with respect to indigenous people, immigrants, and those brought to America against their will, is the basis of this text.





Theme:  Fuchs believes that, better than any nation in the history of the world, from ancient times to the present, the creation of the civic culture in the United States, based on equality and individual rights, has been the most uplifting social development and political and cultural system created by man.  Time and again, the nation has met new challenges, such as the second great wave of immigration and the great Asian immigration of the 1970’s, and successfully overcome these perceived threats because of the inclusive design of the civic culture.  Although the immigrant experience and ethnic relations have included many pitfalls and setbacks, such as 1896 Flessy v. Ferguson and the 1924 Immigration Act, Fuchs expresses well founded and historically supported optimism in the system, even up to the 1990’s. 





Historiographical Observations:   The American Kaleidoscope is extremely well researched.  In its early pages, the book reads as a research paper whose goal is to develop a working definition of voluntary pluralism; moreover, this goal is accomplished through traditional means taking into account the typical documents and accounts of the nation’s founding members.  A majority of the book, however, takes place between 1960 and 1989 and reads more like a magazine or newspaper.  The subject matter is more “current events”, and although the author retains the pluralistic, civic culture theme, the book becomes a modern social history, which can be used as a sourcebook for debates about bilingual education, affirmative action in employment, and Congressional social welfare expenditures and policy.





Main Ideas:  Fuchs chronicles the development and establishment of a civic culture in the United States based on the not entirely complimentary claims of freedom in the Declaration of Independence and the concept of individual rights in the Constitution.  To this is added the tenet of e pluribus unum, and the author proceeds to construct reality as pluralisms, such as voluntary pluralism, which becomes the defacto civic culture of the nation (Part 1).  In explaining the creation and resolution of conflicts of race and ethnicity in the country’s history, Fuchs defines caste, tribal, and sojourner pluralism to clarify the experiences of African Americans, Native Americans, and Hispanic and Asian Americans (Parts 2 and 3, respectively).  In Part 4, Fuchs defines America as a kaleidoscope as the civic culture adopts and succeeds, casting aside analogies of the “melting pot” and the “salad bowl.”  More importantly, he reveals how Congress, the Supreme Court, and ethnic coalitions themselves have positively transformed the immigrant experience and redefined the American civil culture (Part 5).


Major Subjects:  The American Kaleidoscope is divided into five parts, as follows:





Part One	Immigrants and Membership - MA VA and PA plans


	Equal Rights, economic self interest, Patriotism


	Civil Culture and immigrants (pre and post Civil War)





Part Two	Coercive Pluralisms - outside the civic culture 


	Tribal/predatory pluralism and Native Americans


	Caste pluralism and African Americans


	Sojourner pluralism and Asian and Mexican Americans


	In roads - cracks in the system





Part Three	Black Revolution post WWII - Jesse Jackson


	Redefining the tribal experience - Native Americans


	Asian Americans - after WWII and 1965 Immigration Act





Part Four	Kaleidoscope not melting pot


	1965 - restrictions loosened


	Internal migration, interaction, and hostility





Part Five 	Civil Rights - individual vs. group rights


	Education, Housing, Voting, Economic Opportunity


	Language issue and separatism


	Economic underclasses





Auxiliary Features:  Fuchs has included over 100 pages of endnotes, which includes numerous secondary sources and primary newspaper and magazine accounts.  In many cases, he gives the details in the source which are not elaborated in the main text.  Although the book does not contain any maps, charts, or pictures, it does include numerous percentages and statistical comparisons within the text.  An index is also included.





Critical Analysis:  First, when Fuchs wants to make a point, he does so, and in a very scholarly manner.  Of many history texts I have read, I can uniquely qualify The American Kaleidoscope as “immediately useful” to a student of current events in America.  Historically, I very much enjoyed and agreed with Fuchs’ definition of the three colonial plans (Massachusetts, Virginia, and Pennsylvania) for construction of the civic culture ranging from religious selection to tolerant inclusion.  Reading about the culmination of ethnic contributions to Pluralism up to the turn of the 20th century puts traditional facts into a meaningful construct.  By “immediately useful,” I refer to the last half of the book.  Fuchs makes his points well, kaleidoscope over melting pot, pluribus actually reinforcing the unum, and the analysis of the Supreme Courts varied rulings.  I can’t help but think, however, that the very positive, optimistic view of this work (only eleven pages, one chapter on bigotry and racism in the modern era, and few other isolated and/or easily dismissed tragedies, especially the violence and death during 1950’s and 1960’s Civil Rights revolution) is somehow meant to keep this work as an action/voter/policy reference for politicians (five of the eleven proponents of the book whose statements are printed on the opening page are senators or congressmen).


