December 13, 1997











Dr. Frazee,





Included in this envelope is the paper I have completed on The Failure of Democracy in Eastern Europe.  As we discussed on the phone (having been a classroom teacher for the last nine years helps too), I am now fully aware why you chose this topic for me.  I found literally hundreds of books about the rise of communism in Eastern Europe, but the other end of the spectrum, the failure of democracy was quite a different matter.  Not only did this pose a challenge in finding applicable sources, but during the writing, I had to vigilantly keep myself from straying from the topic to the more voluminous communism material.  Chronological limitations also played a key role in this assignment.  To adequately cover the topic took only a period of five years during and after WWII, but spanned nearly two to three times that many years after WWI.  And the treatment of Eastern Europe as a block was more easily accomplished after WWI than after WWII, with its Balkan and Central Europe country differences.  Needless to say, it wasn’t an easy paper to write.  I usually find my work incomplete (a historian’s work always is), and only because of deadlines must I compromise and turn in what I believe to be adequate.  I hope you will find the paper as interesting as it was for me to research and write.





I greatly appreciate your willingness to work with me and grade this paper.  When you are finished, if you could call Penny Wunderlich at (714) 278-3474 and authorize her to sign my change of grade form in your name, that is all I will need.  The grades for the term are due by this Friday, December 19, 1997.





As you may know, limitations have been set by the Graduate Office and by Dr. David Vandeventer, history graduate advisor, which expire at the end of the term.  In short, I must have completed all coursework with you and have my incomplete mark (presently an F grade) changed to a passing grade by the end of this Fall semester, December 19, 1997.  I am truly lucky that you have been kind enough to allow me to finish this coursework with you via correspondence.





On a more exciting note, my wife and I are expecting our first child this January, so it looks as if my timing in completing my Masters Degree has been just perfect.  In addition, I will be applying for one of two permanent, full-time history positions opening this coming Fall 1998 Term.  I have been teaching the last three years on a part-time basis and have worked full time as a computer support specialist for the social science department.  I look forward to getting back to the classroom.  I’ll let you know how it turns out.





Thank you again for your cooperation in this matter.  





Sincerely,














Joe Escobar


3800 Bennett Creek Road


Cottage Grove, OR  97424


541-942-6983 (home)


541-747-4501 ext 2581 (wo
