CHAPTER 4: ACCELERATING THE PACE OF CHANGE, c.1690-1730

Overview
	The North American colonies expanded ever further into Indian lands, transforming Indian cultures and reconfiguring the power relations amongst native communities.  Horses and firearms, along with access to other trade goods, allowed some Indian groups to expand their range and influence; others found themselves increasingly marginalized.  Some of the most overwhelmed peoples joined other communities or merged into new political units that gradually developed their own cultures and identities.  Much of the colonial expansion that fed this distress and realignment occurred on the backs of slaves as their numbers increased through importation, while births and legal codes further limited the opportunities for both enslaved and free blacks.  New white immigrants also aided a widespread diversification and intensification of nearly all aspects of the colonial economy.  While the colonies developed, they became more closely linked to both the crown – as royal appointments and oversight grew – and the Atlantic world – through a communications revolution.  At the same time, the colonies frequently resisted royal authority, and felt increasingly connected amongst themselves through newspapers and economic activity.

Common Threads
· How did the growth of the North American colonies affect Indian lives, communities, and identities?
· Why and how did slavery expand during the early seventeenth century and how did this growth more deeply embed racism in the social and legal worlds of North America?
· What is the “industrious revolution” and how did it transform the economy and society of the British North American colonies?
· How did the growth of slavery, communications, and the economy both integrate the British North American colonies further into the empire, and set the stage for future resistance to and independence from that empire?
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Annotated Chapter Outline
Introduction: During the late 1710s, French government officials and investors believed that Louisiana could finally fulfill its promise of bringing wealth to the empire.  The renewed interest in the territory was part of a move by European imperial powers to physically and economically expand their colonies from the 1690s to 1730.  While rampant corruption and a devastating hurricane derailed French plans, colonies across North America became more economically vibrant, but internal class and racial divisions also grew and Indian autonomy eroded.
Turmoil in Indian North America: Across North America trade – especially in guns, horses, and slaves – dramatically transformed Indian life and society, as access to these goods allowed some groups to gain more power and weaker communities were destroyed, absorbed, or combined.
· In the first decades of the seventeenth century Indians across the northern Great Plains encountered horses and firearms.  Both allowed some groups to dominate their neighbors and control larger areas, causing a cascade of territorial realignments and new relationships.  Indian peoples also sought more captives that they could trade for these new goods, expanding warfare.
· Concerned about French influence along the Gulf Coast and reeling from the Pueblo revolt, the Spanish attempted to expand their influence in eastern Texas after 1690.  Caddos forced the Spanish to leave after they assaulted Indian women and failed to deliver desirable trade goods.  Another Spanish effort further south, at San Antonio, was more successful. The Spanish also created a tenuous alliance with the Pueblos by offering more respect.
· In 1699, France built a fort at Biloxi, securing their claim to the Mississippi.  The Choctaw, whose enemies all had more ready access to European goods, allied with the French.  Together they decimated the Natchez, many of whom were sold into Caribbean slavery, and secured African slavery in the lower Mississippi.
· Indian slaving raids throughout the southeast, often carried out with English soldiers, fed English trade in slaves to the Caribbean.  Revenge and trade conflicts emerging out of this trade fueled the Tuscarora (1711-1713) and Yemasee (1715-1716) Wars, which the English won only with the assistance of Indian allies.  The raids and warfare further cemented the reshaping of Indian communities as multiethnic, multilingual political entities such as the Catawba, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Creek formed.
· In the Grand Settlement of 1701, the Iroquois established peace with Indians around the Great Lakes, agreed to remain neutral in Anglo-French conflicts, retained the right to trade at Albany, and gained French guarantees to hunting and trading rights.  While this peace broke at times, it made the Iroquois both more powerful and more dependent on Europeans.
Migration, Religion, and Empires: With increasing African imports and additional slave births, slavery grew in the colonies.  These enslaved laborers reduced the need for indentures, but immigrants still streamed in from Europe for a variety of reasons, helping the colonies to expand.  And while colonists were tied ever more closer to their monarchs, they also flouted many imperial laws and officials.
· Colonial demand for slaves destabilized African politics and coincided with economic distress, which resulted in even more Africans being sold into slavery.  Although the continent only represented five percent of the entire trade, slave exports to British North American colonies grew alongside expanding tobacco production and the establishment of rice cultivation in South Carolina.
· Slavery’s alienation began even before the captives left Africa, as they were torn from friends and family and turned into commodities.  In North America nearly a quarter died within the first year and only some had the comfort of living amongst those who shared their language and culture.  Slaves fought some of the isolation by adapting African cultural ways to their new surroundings and forming communities with those around them.  And, some slaves actively rebelled against their bondage.
· Births to enslaved women as well as importations increased the number of slaves in North America.  In the face of this growing black population, whites passed slave codes across all the British colonies while France issued an imperial slave code.  In addition, laws controlling free blacks and criminalizing interracial sex proliferated.
· European wars, economic problems, and politics encouraged the migration of Germans, Irish, and Scots during the first few decades of the eighteenth century.  While most came freely, thousands of criminals were forced to settle in the colonies as part of their punishment.  All these immigrants provoked ambiguous reactions from colonists, but they helped both French and British colonies expand.
· Pietism, a movement that promoted the piety of believers and the conversion of all, grew in popularity around the turn of the eighteenth century.  American ministers such as Cotton Mather actively supported it. English organizations also helped promote its aims, including the conversion of slaves and Indians, in the colonies, which they saw as a key battleground between Protestant liberty and Catholic tyranny.
· Royal authority and the links between monarchs and colonists increased with additional crown appointees, a war on piracy, and even intensified celebration of royal holidays.  But colonists still ignored most all laws they felt were onerous. They lobbied, often successfully, for the removal of officials they disliked.
Global Passages: New York, Madagascar, and Indian Ocean Piracy: About 1680, pirates moved their base from the Caribbean to Madagascar in order to more easily escape capture and prosecution.  New Yorkers, including several leading officials, sold materials to the pirates, smuggled pirated goods, and went to sea as pirates, sometimes amassing great fortunes.  When the pirates started to hurt the East India Company (EIC), Great Britain cracked down on piracy in the Indian Ocean and its New York supporters, proving that the empire would side with the EIC against colonists’ interests.
Laying Foundations in British North America: Three loosely related transformations – “industrious” and communications revolutions and the rise of gentility – occurred in the British North American colonies during the first decades of the eighteenth century.
· British North American colonies engaged in an “industrious revolution,” working harder, diversifying the economy, and expanding manufacturing.  Paper money also spread, addressing the shortage of specie.  Slaves labored intensely, especially in the growing iron industry; women found their position in the economy ever more limited; and the gap between rich and poor expanded.
· Copying English norms, wealthy British North Americans aspired to gentility with new standards of appearance, speech, and conduct, exemplified by the spread of the courtesy book, tea drinking, and the mansion house.
· A communications revolution occurred during the early 1700s as increasing numbers of ships traversed the Atlantic, colonial newspapers proliferated, and public places such as taverns and coffeehouses spread.  In these new forums, people debated local matters, wider literary and political issues received attention, and colonists connected to each other.
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Review Questions
1. Why did the French succeed with their settlements along the Gulf Coast at the turn of the eighteenth century, whereas the Spanish failed?
2. How did slave raiding and warfare reshape Indian identity in the southeast?
3. How did slaves deal with the dislocations of the slave trade and the difficulties of slave life in the colonies? 
4. How did slaves and Indians use pietism to challenge the situation they found themselves in?
5. What were the origins of the “industrious revolution”?  How did it affect American society?

Lecture and Discussion Topics
1. Discuss the ways different Indian peoples responded to the dislocations caused by European warfare, disease, and trade.  What tactics seemed most successful?
2. Discuss what it means to say that the “colonization of the Iroquois…had begun.”
3. In what ways did slavery in North America unite the British colonies there? How did it separate their experience from that of other British citizens across the Atlantic world?
4. Discuss how British colonists could be increasingly under crown authority, celebrating their connections to the empire, and resisting imperial policies and officials all at the same time.
5. Discuss the ways the communications revolution drew colonists into a wider world, but also strengthened local and regional identities.
6. Discuss the connections between the instabilities in Indian life detailed at the beginning of the chapter with the material related in the latter two sections.

Consider the following titles from Oxford University Press as possible supplements for this chapter.

James Axtell, Natives and Newcomers: The Cultural Origins of North America, is a collection of fifteen essays from one of the leading ethno-historians that looks at the interactions between colonists and Indian peoples, showing the consequences of these encounters for both groups.

Patricia U. Bonomi, Under the Cope of Heaven: Religion, Society, and Politics in Colonial America, looks at religion in all sections of the British American colonies and argues it was as important to the development of American society as politics or the economy.

Nicholas P. Cushner, Why Have You Come Here? The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America, provides an analysis of the missionary activity of the Jesuits in America and the ways this encounter transformed native communities.

John Putnam Demos, Entertaining Salem: Witchcraft and the Culture of Early New England, examines hundreds of witchcraft cases, shedding light on the social, religious, and political world of early America.

David Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America, argues that four British migrations and cultures formed the basis for colonial and, later, American identity.

Tom Hatley, The Dividing Paths: Cherokees and South Carolinians through the Era of Revolution, argues that the relationship between these two groups was at the heart of social and political world of the south and shows the ways both groups struggled to define themselves in the unfamiliar world of colonial North America.

Kevin Kenny, Peaceable Kingdom Lost: The Paxton Boys and the Destruction of William Penn’s Holy Experiment, traces the breakdown of Quaker Pennsylvania and the consequences for Native Americans during the eighteenth century.

