CHAPTER 20: AN AGE OF PROGRESSIVE REFORM, 1890-1920

Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A global movement with a lot of diversity across nations, regions, classes and ethnicities, progressives were intent on addressing the ills of industrial capitalism. Their first focus was on cities where they tried to introduce “good government” reforms; in the case of the American South, they focused on segregation, as well. They pushed for direct democracy reforms on the state level and witnessed three successive progressive presidents gradually expand the role of the executive on social and economic issues of inequality. Progressives were divided over World War I; the conflict became a vehicle for some additional reforms, but also undermined many progressive ideas, leaving the movement with no hope for a renewed spirit at the end of the war.

Common Threads
· As industrializing nations across the world experienced the social dislocations of modernization, middle class reformers developed global networks in support of progressive agendas. 
· Progressive change in cities often involved substantive improvements for residents but also entailed new forms of social discipline.
· In their efforts to rid representative democracy of corruption, reformers expanded suffrage and voters’ choice on the one hand, but limited access for poor and black voters on the other.
· Although a major cause for progressives, the idea of taking down the trusts gave way to practical economic thinking in the executive branch.
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Annotated Chapter Outline
Introduction:  In 1900, progressive urban reformers Jane Addams and Julia Lathrop became familiar with European approaches to social problems during travels in Europe, visiting the "social economics exhibit" at the International World’s Fair in Paris, and attending a meeting of the International Council of Women.
Progressivism as a Global Movement
Concerned citizens in most industrial societies at the turn-of-the-century struggled with how to address the "social problems" - labor conflicts, poverty, disease, effective city government, and social tension. These challenges drew together in international group of reformers known as progressives.
· Although a diverse group of various class and ethnic backgrounds, interests, and methods, progressives generally rejected unregulated markets as well as complete state control. Instead, they believed that efficiency and specialization were most likely to serve the most important purpose, the "public interest."
· Reformers across the world exchanged ideas, either because they met at universities, shared similar religious beliefs, or organized specific international organizations.
Urban Reform
Burdened with overcrowding, pollution, sanitary problems, and the proliferation of saloons and brothels, cities became the first and most important target for white middle class reformers whose work for the "public good" was not always welcomed by the public in question.
· Disgusted with corruption in city politics, reformers advocated "good government" in organizations such as the National Municipal League that included the city manager system and the municipal ownership of public utilities and transportation.
· The tenement apartments of inner cities were equally in need of city government intervention, something that was hard to come by amid traditional notions of property rights for landlords.
· Claiming the city as their domain, women took the lead in urban reform movements on the principle of "public motherhood." Women's clubs offered home economics courses for working mothers, black women fought segregation and lynching in the South, and on a national level women attacked (though unsuccessfully) the practice of child labor.
· Urban reformers created safer cities for children with the playground movement, but also exercised control over youths who were at the center of another progressive innovation, the juvenile court system.
· City progressives understood the countless saloons in American cities as threats to family budgets and as breeding grounds for domestic violence; progressive activism proved essential for the long push towards the 18th amendment.
· Similar moral legislation also outlawed cigarette smoking in 16 states and prohibited the transportation of women across state lines for apparent prostitution.
· In the South, progressive reformers took on the “race problem.” White progressives accepted segregation, which African American progressives challenged it in vain in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson.
· In the North, progressives similarly struggled with the inclusion of African-Americans, which came at the cost of violent riots in Atlanta in 1906, the gross miscarriage of military justice in Brownsville Texas, and the introduction of segregation in federal government offices under president Woodrow Wilson.
· At the same time, African-American progressives such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Ida B Wells, and the new progressive organization, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, spoke out against Jim Crow rule.
Progressivism at the State and National Levels
Progressives similarly worked to purify corrupt state legislatures and seized national power with presidents Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson. 1912 was the high point of progressive influence with three reform-oriented candidates on the ballot. Progressive presidents expanded the power of the executive branch, using the federal government to regulate big business, broker monopolies, and begin to manage the nation's resources. But their efforts to purify the electorate at state and national levels also came with profound contradictions that revealed the reformers’ class and racial biases.
· In states from California to Wisconsin, reformers introduced direct democracy measures, such as the direct primary, the initiative, referendum, and the recall.
· On the federal level, reformers pushed through the constitutional amendment for the direct election of Senators, established the secret, or Australian, ballot, and fought political machines. They also tried to restrict access to the franchise for immigrants, the poor, and illiterates, and in the South, for African-Americans.
· As a result, Southern states effectively eliminated African-American voting rights, and not until the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights act of 1965 did blacks in the South win the return of their full rights of citizenship.
· Hoping to mediate the labor problem, progressive encouraged federal intervention in the struggle between capital and labor, as in the 1902 coal miner strike. Despite president Roosevelt's intervention on behalf of the United mine workers in this case, employers maintained the upper hand over unions, which became painfully apparent in the Ludlow massacre of 1914.
· The progressive emphasis on the “middle way” of reform was challenged by a growing number of labor radicals, such as the Industrial Workers of the World, forcing reformers to embrace bolder initiatives, such as workers’ insurance against industrial accidents.
· With a different strategy, the National Consumer League tried to exert workers’ influence through their purchasing, rather than their labor, power.
· Yet even modest reforms faced the conservative opposition of courts that elevated property rights and the “freedom of contract” above the state’s right to legislate in the interest of citizens’ welfare. Only special protections for women withstood the scrutiny of the Supreme Court in Muller v. Oregon in 1908.
· The horrific fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in 1911 highlighted for the nation the need for factory inspection laws and the importance of recognizing the International Lady’s Garment Workers’ Union which had urged reforms to reduce the fire hazards.
· Although celebrated as a “trustbuster,” President Roosevelt made practical distincions between consumer friendly “good trusts” and predatorial, price-gouging “bad trusts.”
· Taft’s uncompromising legal actions against monopolies combined with a series of other political blunders to provoke former President Theodore Roosevelt to offer himself as a third-party candidate in 1912.
· Democratic President Woodrow Wilson’s “New Freedom” promised progressive change with minimal growth in government, but it did create the Federal Reserve System and the Federal Trade Commission. 
· Reformers struck a chord with consumers in their push for the Pure Food and Drug Act and the creation of the FDA.
· Progressives stood on both sides of the debate over preservation vs. conservation, both of which became part of American environmental politics at that time.
Progressivism and World War I
The war deeply divided the progressive community in the United States and proved the death knell for progressivism, sowing the seeds for a massive backlash in the postwar years. Despite their downfall during the war, progressives had enacted some changes that even conservatives in the 1920s could not undo.
· Whereas many progressives lamented that the war was a setback for domestic reform agendas, Wilson advocated intervention “to make the world safe for democracy.”
· The war involved the expansion of the federal government and its regulatory powers, but it also brought about a series of laws that suspended civil and constitutional rights to free speech. 
· The war gave the National Woman’s Party the opportunity to point to the lack of democracy and full political citizenship for women back home, often risking attacks that they were unpatriotic. In the end, it was the significant contribution of women in war industries that provided the final argument for suffrage. 
Global Passages: The International Women’s Peace Movement
At a time of imperial competition, the International Women’s Peace Movement presented an alternative global vision for peace and worked internationally to implement it. Its pacifist members spoke out at the beginning of the war in 1914, and with American entry into the war in 1917. It remains a strong voice for pacifism in the world today. 
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Review Questions
1. What were the main principles of the progressive movement?
2. How did progressive reformers change the American city?
3. How did progressives in the South address racial conflict?
4. What distinguished progressive economic reform from the goals of socialists and labor unions?
5. Why did women achieve the right to vote in 1920, seventy-two years after the Seneca Falls Convention first asked for it?

Lecture and Discussion Topics
1. Discuss the connections, parallels, and differences between different progressive movements across the world.
2. Explain the progressives’ ideas of the ideal government. How did political parties fit into this vision?
3. Discuss who benefitted the most from progressive era business regulation, and who suffered the most disadvantages.
4. Assess the impact of electoral reform in the progressive era.
5. Analyze whether World War I represented the highpoint, or the failure of the progressive movement. 


Consider the following titles from Oxford University Press as possible supplements for this chapter.

Flanagan, Maureen. America Reformed: Progressives and Progressivisms, 1890s-1920s. 2006. Flanagan introduces progressivism less as a straightforward history of actual reforms than as a revision of the ways in which Americans organized themselves to confront the problems of their society.
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