CHAPTER 19: THE U.S. EXPANDS ITS REACH, 1892-1912

Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the 1890s the United States found itself pushed into the global scramble for Empire by a series of economic, social, political and cultural crises. Like the citizens of Europe's industrial powers, who had revived a competitive scramble for colonial possessions in Africa and Asia in the last quarter of the 19th century, many Americans considered themselves racially superior and entitled, if not required, to colonize inferior people. This appetite for imperial expansion combined with a brief war against Spain in its colonial holdings to put the United States in the position to acquire Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. Whereas McKinley's successor Theodore Roosevelt relied on the proverbial "big stick" policy to expand American influence, president Taft emphasized the importance of "dollar diplomacy."

Common Threads
· Religious, commercial, and military ambitions merged in the American drive across the Pacific in the late nineteenth century – as had been the case during the nation’s pre-1892 territorial expansion.
· American intervention in Cuba began with concern for Cubans and ended with the defense of American interests.
· With the occupation of the Philippines, Americans found themselves caught between democratic principles and imperial ambitions.
· Presidential diplomacy in the early twentieth century was based on strength and a struggle for spheres of influence.
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Annotated Chapter Outline
Introduction:  The “Philippines Reservation” was a major attraction at the St. Louis World’s Fair. Its exhibit of 120 real Filipinos was meant to introduce the Filipino people to the public and help make the case for empire, but it also revealed the racialist thinking of the era.
The New Imperialism
The global economic depressions in industrialized nations in Europe spawned a new era of colonialism in the last quarter of the 19th century. Business leaders everywhere called for colonizing potential markets, to absorb the products national markets failed to take off their hands. This new industrial imperialism drew on notions of white supremacy, moral superiority, and missionary intentions.  For the United States, the annexation of colonies abroad marked a new departure in the late nineteenth century, but it also drew on a long tradition of continental empire building.
· Industrial powers disagreed over the need for colonies, and the United States and Great Britain pushed for “open door” policies that did not assume full political control but only demanded unhindered access to markets. Still, by 1915 a quarter of the world’s land and people were colonized.
· Empowered by scientific theories of white supremacy, Americans and Britons understood themselves as masters of civilization and both commercial and religious missionaries.
· Americans since Jefferson’s acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase had long rationalized their western expansion across the continent as a “natural” development and “manifest destiny.”
· A combination of crises thrust the nation  into the world community of empires: the panic of 1893, the official end of America’s frontier in the 1890 census, and a naval arms race.
The U.S. Flexes Its Muscles
Without an overarching, long-range plan for a political empire, American policymakers first defined the nation’s strategic interests in the Pacific and in Asia. Soon, U.S. intervention in the Cuban war for independence resulted in control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.
· Beginning in the 1880s, the United States began to assert its power over Latin America through reciprocal tariff agreements, which were followed by military interventions.
· Changes in the U.S. tariff on Hawaiian sugar exports prompted American growers there to push for the kingdom’s annexation. They overthrew the resistant native queen. Rejected by President Cleveland, the coup leaders established - temporarily – the Republic of Hawaii.
· Sugar also dominated the Cuban economy, which suffered in the 1890s. Uprisings there turned into a war for independence against Spain. The explosion of a U.S. vessel assigned for the protection of U.S. citizens and property in the port of Havana pushed the nation into war alongside Cuban nationalists against the Spanish.
· Enthusiastic for war, Americans volunteered, fought briefly, and won quick victories in Cuba and in the Pacific in Manila Bay. This put the United States in control of  Guam, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippines.
· Despite celebrations of the Spanish American conflict as a splendid little war, memories of the charge up Kettle Hill were marred by denying credit to the valor of African American volunteers. The disproportionately larger number of deaths resulting from food poisoning and disease rather than combat illustrated the inefficiency of the American military.
The Complications of Empire
Although Americans celebrated the Spanish-American war as an opportunity for a North-South reconciliation, the question of whether to annex the Philippines raised new issues about the nation’s future as a democracy - or as an empire. 
· The United States did not permit Cubans full independence, and instead hinged the island to American foreign affairs and tutelage with the Platt Amendment.
· In the so-called Insular Cases, the United Supreme Court ruled that the Constitution did not follow the flag and that “unincorporated territories” were American possessions that did not bestow citizenship on their residents.
· In the Treaty of Paris, President William McKinley decided to annex the Philippines for “benevolent assimilation,” although his reasons were more solidly grounded in economic interests and political considerations.
· Americans argued passionately about the question of Empire, with anti-imperialists warning against the end of constitutional rule and democracy, but also feeling hostile to the inclusion of yet another nonwhite population. Imperialists pointed to the long tradition of American expansionism and manifest destiny and won the debate with the senate’s ratification of the peace treaty in 1899.
· Filipinos resisted American occupation and the American Philippine war turned into a guerrilla campaign on one side, and an ugly war of repression marked by deeply rooted racism and racial violence on the other. 
· Following the war that killed over 250,000 Filipinos, the first US governor of the Philippines, William Howard Taft, began the work of winning the hearts and minds of the native population with public works programs and the inclusion of Filipinos in the government.
· Meanwhile in China, the United States pushed European rivals to open their "spheres of interest" to free trade in an "open door" agreement.
· At the same time, religiously driven Chinese nationalists rose up against the foreign presence in the so-called Boxer Rebellion. European powers and the United States used the Boxer Rebellion as an excuse to send in troops and crush the uprising.
Global Passages: African Americans and International Affairs, 1898-1912 On the one hand, African-Americans sympathized with people of color around the world that also suffered at the hands of white supremacy. Many supported the US efforts for Cuban independence, hoping to find a refuge from American bigotry in the Caribbean island themselves. Thousands of black men volunteered for service in the Spanish-American war, despite open racism against black recruits across the nation, and in the White House. The war against Filipinos troubled many African American soldiers deeply and further underlined W.E.B DuBois’ arguments that the color line in the United States was part of a much larger global inequality. 
The U.S. on the World Stage: Roosevelt and Taft
The age of empire for the United States provided presidents Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft with the opportunity to significantly expand the power of the executive branch and define the modern presidency around the role of the commander-in-chief. The United States established itself as the "policeman" of Latin America, straining relations with its southern neighbors, but also setting the stage for the country’s bigger role in world affairs in the 20th century.
· The old proverb "speak softly and carry a big stick" encapsulated the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt, who supported Panamanian independence from Colombia after that nation had rejected a proposal for the Isthmian canal. Roosevelt then signed a purchase agreement for 10 mile canal zone and Panama with the French owner of the previous canal company.
· The largest construction project in history, the canal strained US relations with Latin America and expanded American trade from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
· Roosevelt formalized the United States’ position as an international police power in the Roosevelt corollary and demonstrated the nation’s role as a world power in negotiating peace in the Russo-Japanese war.
· On the West Coast, president Roosevelt mitigated the international fallout of Californians’ anti-Japanese hysteria with a "gentlemen's agreement" on Japanese immigration and the dispatch of the "Great White Fleet" on a world tour of American military power.
· Instead of using military force, in contrast, president Taft relied more heavily on using the nation's growing capital for foreign investments to enrich the nation.
· This type of "dollar diplomacy" proved successful in Latin American countries like Honduras and Costa Rica. In other nations, such as Nicaragua or Mexico, president Taft resorted to military interventions.
· Taft's appointment of Philander C Knox as Secretary of State resulted in a series of diplomatic blunders.
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Review Questions
1. How did Europeans engage with Asia and Africa in the late nineteenth century?
2. How did the United States acquire Hawaii?
3. What explains the enthusiasm for war against Spain amongst Americans in 1898?
4. On what grounds were anti-imperialists opposed to the annexation of the Philippines?
5. What distinguished the American approach to China from that of the European powers?

Lecture and Discussion Topics
1. Discuss the economic and social origins for the American thirst for empire in the late nineteenth century.
2. Assess both sides of the debate over empire in the wake of the annexation of the Philippines.
3. Explain how the United States came to possess the canal zone in Panama.
4. Discuss the reality of the American-Philippine War and compare it to the goals with which the United States entered the war against Spain.
5. Compare and contrast the foreign diplomacies of Roosevelt and Taft.

Consider the following titles from Oxford University Press as possible supplements for this chapter.

Azuma, Eiichiro. Between Two Empires: Race, History, and Transnationalism in Japanese America. 2005. This study probes the complexities of prewar Japanese America to show how Japanese in America held an in-between space between the United States and the empire of Japan, between American nationality and Japanese racial identity.

Harris, Susan K., God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902. 2011. The U.S. liberation of the Philippines from Spanish rule in 1898 was hailed as a moral victory. But should the U.S. annex the archipelago? The disputants did agree on one point: that the United States were "God's arbiters," a civilizing force with a righteous role to play on the world stage. 

Herring, George C., From Colony to Superpower: U.S. Foreign Relations since 1776. 2011. Herring illuminates the central importance of foreign relations to the existence and survival of the nation, and highlights its ongoing impact on the lives of ordinary citizens.

