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Activist who aided firebombings
sentenced to 5 years

Rebecca Rubin also was ordered to pay more than $13 million and
read two books

By NiGeL Duara
The Associated Press
PUBLISHED: 12:00 A.M., JAN. 28

PORTLAND — One by one, members of the 1990s radical environmentalist movement
dropped out of sight. By indictment or forcing them underground, federal prosecutors dis-
solved “The Family,” the loose-knit group of animal-rights activists and environmentalists
blamed for fires at a ski resort, lumber mills and wild-horse corrals.

Two former members are still at large, and 10 people pleaded guilty in 2007 to conspiracy
and arson charges. Among those 10 were some who gave up information on their fellow
activists.
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But Rebecca Rubin, sentenced Monday to five years in prison, refused to talk to prosecutors
about her co-conspirators. Her silence has earned her a measure of celebrity in the animal-
rights and anarchist movements, her attorney said.

Prosecutors say that silence, and the ensuing celebrity, are part of the reason Rubin merit-
ed a longer sentence.

“The people testifying agreed to name names,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Steven Peifer said.
“These individuals have stuck their necks out.”

Rubin’s attorney argues that she doesn’t want public attention.

After declining interview requests and directing her family to do the same, the public at last
heard from Rubin on Monday in federal court in Portland. In a trembling voice, she read
from a statement that acknowledged the damage wrought by multiple arsons while assert-
ing that she would continue to fight for the rights of animals and the preservation of the
environment.

“I was so convinced of the righteousness of my beliefs that I ignored the shortcomings of
my own actions,” Rubin said.

The five-year sentence she received was the lowest allowable by federal sentencing guide-
lines.

U.S. District Court Judge Ann Aiken said Monday that Rubin showed contrition and lived in
“an emotional prison cell” during seven years as a fugitive in Canada, from December 2005
to November 2012.

Aiken said she understood Rubin’s desire to see a change in how animals and the environ-
ment are treated, but she said Rubin’s actions, which included contributing to several

arsons, did serious damage.

“That kind of damage is not how democracy works or how true change is accomplished,”
Aiken said.

Rubin’s mother drove her from Vancouver, British Columbia, to the U.S. border at Blaine,



Wash., in November 2012, where her surrender to the FBI had been negotiated for her role
with the Earth Liberation Front and the Animal Liberation Front.

Investigators blame the groups for 20 fires across the West from 1996 to 2001 that did $40
million in damage. They burned a ski resort in Colorado, wild horse corrals in Oregon and
Northern California, and lumber mills and Forest Service offices in Oregon. There were no
injuries, and no one died.

She was ordered to pay more than $13 million in restitution upon her release and perform
200 hours of community service. Rubin is a Canadian citizen. Her sentence will not be car-
ried out until she is naturalized in the United States, which Aiken said she expects soon.

Aiken included in her sentence an order to read two books: “David and Goliath,” by Mal-
colm Gladwell, which Aiken said Rubin could learn nonviolent means to protesting systems
she perceives as unjust; and “Nature’s Trust,” by University of Oregon environmental law
professor Mary C. Wood.

At issue to government prosecutors, who sought a 90-month sentence, was the nature of
Rubin’s role in plotting and executing the arsons and the celebrity status they say she has
achieved among anarchists for refusing to talk to investigators about the two people still at
large.

Rubin’s attorney, Richard Troberman, said Monday that Rubin didn’t seek any of the fame
associated with her flight from justice or ensuing silence, and that she would discourage
anyone else from taking similar actions.

“Rebecca is not a hero,” Troberman said, “and she does not see herself as a hero.”
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Fireworks ban needs ‘teeth’
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Workers head indoors at new psychiatric hospital
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
Douglas County couple killed in apparent murder-suicide

SPRINGFIELD POLICE
Man arrested after police pursuit in Springfield

EUGENE POLICE
Police accuse Fugene man of attacking girl
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Big rig crash kills one, closes freeway exit to Cottage Grove
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Budget gap looms for schools

RURAL LANE COUNTY
Cottage Grove City Council raises development charges

OREGON STATE POLICE
I-5 wreck involves trucks, logs, bus — but no injuries

Sports

PREP BOYS BASKETBALL
Millers fight to finish

Springfield goes on a 13-4 run to close out a 45-52 nonleague victory over Thurston on the road

SPRINGFIELD — Bill Wagner, the girls basketball coach at Springfield, knew Monday’s game
with Thurston would provide adversity for his team. What he was unsure ...

¢ Hunter helps keep Bulldogs among the hunters in PacWest
e Ducks optimistic after Washington trip
¢ Robinson, Spartans roll Lancers
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A tough summit
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Mount St. Helens is a popular climb despite the challenges

You'd think it would be easier to climb Mount St. Helens since the 1980 eruption lowered the
summit 1,400 feet. I'm not so sure. Before ...

e Eugene’s outdoors show with a twist
o Briefly News & Notes
e Buzzworthy
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FISHING
Delicious fishing adventure on the McKenzie

It's a crisp October morning on the McKenzie River, one shoreline in early sunshine and the
other still stuck in the shadows, and here we ...

e Fall for North Umpqua’s ‘Thundering Waters’
¢ Head east for rock climbing, hiking adventures
o Family friendly fun awaits along Fall Creek trek
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