CHAPTER 30

AFTER THE FALL: THE WESTERN WORLD IN A GLOBAL AGE (SINCE 1985)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the reforms Gorbachev instituted in the Soviet Union as well as his role in its demise.

· Identify the major political developments in eastern Europe, western Europe, and North America since 1985.

· Explain how and why the Cold War ended.

· Analyze the key issues in the struggle against terrorism.

· Summarize the major developments in the women’s movement since 1985.

· Analyze issues surrounding immigration in European society.

· Identify the major Western cultural trends that have emerged since 1985.

· Describe globalization and its primary characteristics in the twenty-first century.
CHAPTER OUTLINE
30-1 Toward a New Western Order


30-1a The Revolutionary Era in the Soviet Union



• The Gorbachev Era



• The End of the Soviet Union


• Why Did the Soviet Union Collapse? 


• The New Russia



• The Putin Era


30-1b Eastern Europe: The Revolutions of 1989 and the Collapse of the Communist Order



• The Fall



• After the Fall




30-1c The Reunification of Germany




30-1d The Disintegration of Yugoslavia



• The War in Bosnia



• The War in Kosovo



• The Aftermath


30-1e Western Europe and the Search for Unity



• Germany Restored



• Post-Thatcher Britain



• France: A Move to the Right


30-1f The Unification of Europe



• Goals



• Toward a United Europe


30-1g The United States: Move to the Center


30-1h Contemporary Canada

30-2 After the Cold War: New World Order or Age of Terrorism?


30-2a The End of the Cold War


30-2b An Age of Terrorism?


30-2c Terrorist Attack on the United States



• War in Afghanistan



• War in Iraq

30-2d The West and Islam



• Terrorism as Global War
30-3 New Directions and New Problems in Western Society


30-3a Transformation in Women’s Lives



• The Women’s Movement


30-3b Guest Workers and Immigrants

30-4 Western Culture Today


30-4a Varieties of Religious Life



• The Growth of Islam



• Pope John Paul II and the Catholic Church

30-4b The Digital Age
• The Technological World

30-4c Art in the Contemporary World

30-4d Music Since 1985
30-5 Toward a Global Civilization


30-5a The Global Economy



•. The End of Excess?


30-5b Globalization and the Environmental Crisis


30-5c The Social Challenges of Globalization


30-5d New Global Movements and New Hopes

FOCUS QUESTIONS
30-1 Toward a New Western Order

What reforms did Gorbachev institute in the Soviet Union, and what role did he play in its demise? What are the major political developments in eastern Europe, western Europe, and North America since 1985?
30-2 After the Cold War: New World Order or Age of Terrorism?
How and why did the Cold War end? What are the main issues in the struggle against terrorism?

30-3 New Directions and New Problems in Western Society

What are the major developments in the women’s movement since 1985? What problems have immigrants created for European society?

30-4 Western Culture Today

What major Western cultural trends have emerged since 1985?

30-5 Toward a Global Civilization

What is globalization, and what are its main characteristics in the twenty-first century?

CHAPTER SUMMARY

By the 1980s the Soviet Union was in economic crisis. A new era began in 1985 when Mikhail Gorbachev came to power. In his attempt to reform Soviet society he relied upon perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness). Competitive elections were instituted, and non-Communist political parties were legalized. In 1990 Gorbachev was chosen as the first president of the Soviet Union. However, the Soviet Union was in disarray as nationalistic movements began in most of the republics, a consequence of the reduction of the Soviet dictatorship. When conservative elements attempted to remove Gorbachev in 1991, Boris Yeltsin, the president of the Russian Republic, led the resistance. The Soviet Union was abolished in December, and a voluntary Commonwealth of Independent States replaced the Soviet empire. Yeltsin gave backing to a market economic and a pluralistic political system, but the transition from the old to the new was fueled by corruption and organized crime and ethnic outbreaks in the Caucasus against Russian rule, notably in Muslim Chechnya. Yeltsin resigned in 1999, and a former KGB official, Vladimir Putin, replaced him. Putin’s tenure saw economic progress, much of it the result of oil and natural gas, but at the cost of greater political centralization. The Chechnya problem remained unresolved. 

Gorbachev’s policies also impacted Soviet-controlled Eastern Europe, and in Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania, Romania, and Czechoslovakia, Communist regimes collapsed, replaced by democratic governments. The Berlin Wall was torn down, and Germany was reunified. However, as in the former Soviet Union, the transition to free market democratic society was not easy. A few of the eastern states joined NATO and more became members of the European Union (EU). Ethnic demands shook Serb-dominated but multi-ethnic Yugoslavia, and war resulted when Croatia declared its independence. “Ethnic cleansing” occurred in Bosnia-Herzegovina against the Muslim majority. Eventually the province was divided among Serbs, Muslims and Croats, but only a bombing campaign by NATO brought autonomy to Kosovo with its ethnic Albanian majority. Yugoslavia, which had come into existence after World War I, disappeared from the map, with the remaining rump renamed Serbia. 

German reunification came at considerable economic cost given the former East Germany’s bankrupt economy. In Britain the Labour Party moved to the political center and was elected in 1997, with Tony Blair as prime minister, whose tenure was tarnished by corruption and his active support of the Iraq War. Socialism failed to work in France under François Mitterrand, but economic problems continued under conservative Jacques Chirac. The existence of a large Muslim community, many immigrants from North Africa, challenged the government. Italy’s economy rebounded during the 1980s, where political corruption was endemic. By 2004, the population of European Community was 455 million. The EC became the European Union in 1994, and a common currency, the euro, was adopted by most member states. A single common market had been developing, but nationalistic attitudes still remained, and a common foreign policy was yet to be achieved. 
In the United States, the 1990s was a period of prosperity, but Bill Clinton’s presidency was tarnished by his affair with a White House intern. The events of September 11, 2001, and the resulting wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, dominated the presidency of George W. Bush. As the wars dragged the administration’s popularity plummeted, compounded by corruption and the failures associated with the Hurricane Katrina disaster. Barack Obama’s message of change swept the Democrats to victory in the 2008 election. The dramatic collapse of the American financial system posed new challenges and opportunities, and the Obama administration focused on dealing with recession and health care reform.

Although the Cold War had ended by 1990, “history” had not. There was a new era of conflict, an Age of Terrorism. The motives of terrorists could be nationalist, economic, political, and increasingly religious. The Age of Terrorism did not begin on 9/11 with al-Qaeda’s attack on New York’s World Trade Center, but that event symbolized the new era. The immediate response by the West was war against the Taliban in Afghanistan, followed in 2003 against Iraq, where Saddam Hussein was believed to have weapons of mass destruction. 

Women continued to enter the workforce in greater numbers, and the women’s movement prospered. In spite of the opposition of the Catholic Church, birth control and abortion were widely available. The birth rate in many Western countries declined, necessitating immigrants and “guest workers” to staff jobs. The task of integrating non-westerners, often Muslims, into western society was daunting. Social tensions increased, and violent anti-immigrant actions occurred in France and Germany and elsewhere, and the United States faced conflict over Latin American immigrants, both legal and illegal. 
Church attendance declined precipitously in the West. The exception was among fundamentalist Christians, particularly in the United States. Islamic fundamentalism found a receptive audience, some of whom turned to terrorism. The religious icon of the West in the late twentieth century was the charismatic but theologically conservative Pope John Paul II. In the visual arts, Neo-Expressionism reached its apex. Popular music was exemplified by “grunge,” hip-hop, and gangsta rap. The world became digitalized, exemplified by Microsoft and Bill Gates. Video games and cell phones transformed society. In the global economy, the multinational or the transnational corporation has become the central arbiter, whose relations are mediated by international organizations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Trade Organization (WTO). But globalization could also contribute to environmental challenges such as global warming and mass immigration, with its social consequences.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Big Science and Big Environmental Problems: Are There Connections?

2. The Women’s Movement: Promises and Problems

3. The Fall and Breakup of the Soviet Union: How Stable is World Peace Now?

4. The Problems of Nationalism and Self-Determination in the Modern World

5. The Debacle in the Former Yugoslavia: Racism, War Crimes, and Genocide in the Modern Western 

World—What Have We Learned?

6. The New Terrorism: Causes and Consequences

7. Modernism and Postmodernism in the Arts [a slide lecture]

8. Globalization, A Zero-Sum Game?

9. The Future: Nationalism or Religion?
10. The Impact of the Digital Revolution on the West
MAP EXERCISES
1. The New Europe. MAP 30.1. What new nations resulted from the breakup of the Soviet Union? Are they new nations or old nations simply put back on the map? Which of those states might be scenes of future unrest and conflict, and why? How did the demise of the Soviet Union complicate the geopolitical world? (p. 708, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order)
2. The Lands of the Former Yugoslavia, 1995. MAP 30.2. Is the conflict in the former Yugoslavia a continuation of the ancient war of Islamic conquest or is it more focused on nationalism? Was Yugoslavia inevitably doomed right from its establishment after World War I? Why or why not? Why have the Balkans been a flashpoint of violence for so long? Does geography give at least a partial answer? (p. 716, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order) 
3. European Union, 2013. MAP 30.3. Trace the evolution of the growth of the European Union since the 1960s. Which of the newer EU nations might prove the greatest challenge to continued economic and political unification and progress and why? What other nations might become member of the European Union in the future? What challenges would they present for the EU? Which nations would be most interested in joining NATO? (p. 720, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order)
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Gorbachev and Perestroika”: Was Gorbachev’s explicit renunciation of war, nuclear or non-nuclear, a revolutionary departure from previous Soviet philosophy or policy? Why or why not? What might be the reaction of Karl Marx or Vladimir Lenin to Gorbachev’s argument that international politics must be based upon moral and ethnic norms common to all? (p. 709, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order)
2. “Václav Havel: The Call for a New Politics”: Compare Havel’s statement with that of Gorbachev in the above document. How are they similar and how are they different? Both talk about a moral imperative. Do they mean the same thing? Why or why not? In his remarks to Congress, could it be claimed that Havel was a prophet of “globalization”? Why or why not? If so, what kind of globalization? (p. 712, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order)
3. “A Child’s Account of the Shelling of Sarajevo”: What does Zlata Filipovic’s diary reveal about the siege of Sarajevo? What doesn’t it reveal? Is it likely that the circumstances in Sarajevo were even worse than the incidents portrayed in Zlata’s diary? What might be some of the consequences on the lives of children caught up in such a violent environment? How similar are Zlata’s diary entries to reflections written by children hiding in Nazi Germany? Why were the Serbians fighting Bosnian Muslims? (p. 715, in section 30-1 Toward a New Western Order) 

4. “The West and Islam”: What seem to be the primary factors contributing to the growth of extremism in the twentieth century Islamic world? To what extent is extremism a result of internal problems in the Middle East and to what extent are they attributed to outside forces? How did the Iran-Iraq war turn suicide into a something noble and sought after? Compare that conflict within Islam to the Thirty Years’ War in Europe—how did the results of an interfaith war differ in the Christian and Islamic worlds? (p. 725, in section 30-2 After the Cold War: New World Order or Age of Terrorism?) 

STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS

1. Have students pick an ex-Communist Bloc country and trace its development since the end of Communist rule in that country.

2. Suggest that students debate or discuss who was more responsible for ending the Cold War: Ronald 

Reagan or Mikhail Gorbachev—or someone else. 

3. Have students research the growth of environmentalism, including major organizations, events, and 

legislation, and compare it with the growth and development of the Cold War. Has environmental 

destruction replaced nuclear war as the apocalyptic boogeyman of the twenty-first century?
4. Suggest that students explore some of the challenges to continued European integration, including history, nationalism, and geography.
5. Have students draw a timeline of Balkan conflicts. Identify the participants of each war and the issues at the heart of the confrontation. Are there any emerging patterns?
6. Have students research Brexit and debate the significance of it to the EU. Is it an anomaly or the start of a decline in European integration?
7. Research the background of Pope John Paul II’s influence over the Polish political environment during the 1980s. Develop a list of meetings the pope had with national leaders as he attempted to ease Cold War tensions, and explain how his visits rattled the foundations of the USSR.
8. Have students create a timeline of terrorist attacks from the establishment of the State of Israel to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Present facts that show how many of the attacks throughout the 1990s were linked to the same groups and the same issues.
9. Students should know the various reasons for worldwide terrorism. How has the practice of modern terrorism changed over the course of the last several years? What do terrorists now seek to achieve and how are their motives and techniques different from the terrorist organizations of the 1970s and 1980s? Ask students to define the word “hegemonic” and discuss if this is the goal of Islamic Fundamentalism and terrorist attacks.
10. Have students examine the ideas and assumptions of Francis Fukuyama’s The End of History and Samuel Huntington’s The Clash of Civilizations and discuss or debate which, if either, has the greater insight into today’s world. 

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. The History of the European Union
https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en
Quality information focused on the establishment of the European Union is presented with detailed explanations of issues that were confronted during this historical era.

2. Vatican: The Holy See John Paul II

http://www.vatican.va/special/canonizzazione-27042014/documents/biografia_gpii_canonizzazione_en.html
Detailed informational biography presented by the Vatican on one of the most recognized popes to lead the church and influence world issues.

3. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Counterterrorism
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/
An official government site that presents up-to-date information on active terrorist groups around the globe. 
4. The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute
http://www.ronaldreaganmemorial.com/
The official site for the Reagan Presidential Library, which presents a thorough collection of Cold War documents relating to Reagan, Thatcher, and Pope John Paul II.
5. The International Foundation for Socio-Economic and Political Studies (The Gorbachev Foundation)

http://www.gorby.ru/en/
The official site of the Gorbachev Foundation, which is packed with up-to-date information about Mikhail Gorbachev and the impact of perestroika then and now.
6. The 9/11 Memorial and Museum

http://www.911memorial.org/museum
Official site for the 9/11 Museum and Memorial in New York. Site includes information, timelines, images, and other teaching tools.
7. UN International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
http://www.icty.org/en
The breakup of the former Yugoslavia unleashed violence and atrocity on a scale not seen in Europe since the Second World War. This is the official website of the war crimes trials held for those who participated in the atrocities committed during the breakup.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
https://www.youtube.com/user/ICTYtv/featured
This link is actually to an entire YouTube channel establish by the ITFY and contains not only a full-length introductory film, but also clips from the various trials, providing both primary and secondary sources.
2. Crash Course: Globalization I – The Upside
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SnR-e0S6Ic&index=41&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
The debate over the merits of the “Global Village” continues to the present day. In this clip, Crash Course examines the benefits of globalization.
3. Crash Course: Globalization II – Good or Bad?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_iwrt7D5OA&index=42&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
Despite all the benefits of global economics, politics, and social interaction, globalization comes with significant costs and negative consequences. This clip examines globalization and weighs pros and cons.
4. Celebration at the Berlin Wall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snsdDb7KDkg
The fall of the Berlin Wall was signaled the end of the Cold War. This clip, taken from a live ABC News broadcast, allows views to see and learn about the night the wall came down. 
5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
The Fall of the Wall: Revelation, Not Revolution

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/gQGMJ7Az
Explore an exhibit of the Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall’s demise did not happen in isolation. Rather, it was the product of Gorbachev’s domestic reforms interacting with mounting restlessness in the Soviet Union’s European empire. Perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness) introduced profound changes in international relations, internal affairs, and economic practice. Glasnost put an end to strict censorship and allowed Soviet citizens to speak freely. Perestroika was meant to end the inefficiency and corruption of the communist system and to introduce some aspects of free market capitalism. Within five years of instituting Gorbachev’s programs, the collapse of the Soviet Union began, and the fall of the Berlin Wall was not far behind.
Come Enter the Chambers: Collection of the Parliaments of the European Union

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/QRKhhoAU
View the Parliaments of the European Union. Parliamentary buildings do more than house the mechanisms of government—they physically represent it. Governments utilize culturally relevant artwork and iconography together with striking architectural features to evoke specific emotions. Parliamentary buildings are projections of power that illustrate the wealth and importance of a state to visiting dignitaries.
Reflections on 9/11

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/KgICeW0p7f3lLw
Explore an exhibit featuring personal reflections on the terrorist attack on 9/11. On September 11, 2001, nineteen terrorists managed to hijack four commercial airplanes in the United States. Two were crashed into the World Trade Center twin towers in New York, one hit the Pentagon, and a fourth was crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. Although acts of terrorism occur frequently around the world, this was perhaps the highest-profile attack. Over 3,000 people were killed during these attacks in New York and Washington, D.C.
Money Matters

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/0gJSaMG8uxpTIw
Explore an exhibit on money. Globalization is the process of international integration of information, products, ideas, and services. For a global economy to exist, banking and financial institutions have become transnational. Their goal is to utilize capital and investments in markets throughout the world in order to achieve and support economic growth. This requires extensive regulation and negotiation, since not all markets are created equal, not all currencies can be exchanged freely, and political forces are continually evolving. Equally important is public perception of the value of money. Without a socially constructed understanding that a piece of inked paper or a bit of stamped metal has a set value, an economy could not exist.
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