CHAPTER 29

PROTEST AND STAGNATION: 
THE WESTERN WORLD, 1965–1985 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the goals of the revolt in sexual mores, the youth protests and student rebellions, the feminist movement, and the antiwar protests, and debate whether these goals were achieved. 

· Summarize major political developments in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, Western Europe, and the United States between 1965 and 1985.

· Describe the main events of the Cold War from 1965 to 1985 and discuss the extent to which détente played a role in them.

· Define the major social and cultural developments in the Western world between 1965 and 1985.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

29-1 A Culture of Protest

What were the goals of the revolt in sexual mores, the youth protests and student revolts, the feminist movement, and the antiwar protests? To what extent were their goals achieved?

29-2 A Divided Western World

What were the major political developments in the Soviet Union, eastern Europe, western Europe, and the United States between 1965 and 1985?

29-3 The Cold War: The Move to Détente

What were the main events in the Cold War between 1965 and 1985, and how important was the role of détente in those events?

29-4 Society and Culture in the Western World

What were the major social and cultural developments in the Western world between 1965 and 1985?
CHAPTER SUMMARY
At the end of the 1960s, protests engulfed the West. There was a revolution in sexual mores, resulting in a more permissive society. Gay rights movements began, and the birth control pill changed sexual practices. Extramarital affairs became more common and divorce rates exploded, pornography was made available, and prostitution sometimes legalized, as in Amsterdam. A youth movement emerged, and drugs, particularly marijuana, became widely available on college campuses, which were often the centers of student rebellion against autocratic college administrators, uncaring instructors, and crowded classrooms. The feminist movement transformed the lives of women. One focus of rebellion was the Second Vietnam War, which deeply divided American society, but which was also unpopular in Europe. On the campuses were teach-ins, sit-ins, and broad opposition to the military draft. At times the protests turned violent, and in reaction many demanded “law and order,” a desire that Richard Nixon capitalized upon in gaining the presidency in 1968.

Under the leadership of Leonid Brezhnev (d. 1982), economic stagnation stalked the Soviet Union. Central planning and the lack of economic incentives bred apathy, absenteeism, and drunkenness. Because of Soviet control, Eastern Europe also stagnated. There were some economic reforms in Hungary— “Communism with a capitalist facelift”—but when reforms were introduced in Czechoslovakia in 1968, the Red Army crushed the “Prague Spring.” In Germany, where many fled to the West, the government constructed a wall to end emigration, and the Berlin Wall became the symbol of the Cold War. Secret police were endemic, particularly East Germany’s Stasi.

After decades of economic growth, Western Europe experienced economic recessions in 1970s. West Germans installed a center-left government in 1969, and under Willy Brandt a policy of Ostpoklitik, or “opening to the East,” was adopted, thus improving relations between the two Germanies. In 1979 the Conservative Party’s Margaret Thatcher became the first woman prime minister in Britain. The “Iron Lady” reduced the power of the unions and brought down inflation, but where southern England prospered, the old industrial areas of the Midlands and the north suffered unemployment. In France François Mitterand’s socialist government nationalized the banks and industry but within three years was forced to abandon some of the nationalization measures. Italy suffered from weak coalition governments, and suffered economic recession in the 1970s, but economic growth was the norm in the 1980s. 

The United States experienced turmoil and stability. Richard Nixon became president in 1968 by pursuing a “southern strategy” and promising “law and order,” and although overwhelmingly reelected in 1972, the Watergate scandal forced his resignation in 1974. During the rest of the 1970s, the administrations of Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter struggled with economic stagflation—high inflation and high unemployment. Economic problems were fueled by significant increases in oil prices. The economic problems compounded by Carter’s inability to gain the freedom of American hostages held in Iran after the Iranian Revolution led to his defeat by Ronald Reagan in 1980 election. The Reagan Revolution reduced welfare benefits and increased military funding. Tax cuts were initiated in the belief that they would stimulate economic growth, and although the economy improved, government deficits also increased.

The Cold War became hot in the Second Vietnam War. Dwight Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy gave support to the anti-Communist government of South Vietnam, but by 1965 the Vietcong opposition, backed by North Vietnam led by Ho Chi Minh, threatened the survival of the south. In response, Lyndon Johnson, fearing the collapse of the south would lead to the fall of all of Southeast Asia to Communism—the domino theory—sent in American combat forces. Casualties mounted among American troops and Vietnamese, and antiwar protests were mounted worldwide. In 1973, Nixon agreed to withdraw American troops, and in 1975 all of Vietnam was reunited by the Communist forces. The dominoes did not fall as far as Eisenhower or Johnson expected, though Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam all became communist. 
In the People’s Republic of China, the apex of communist radicalism was the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, which began in 1966. Mao Zedong was convinced that only “permanent revolution” could usher in the communist utopia, and young people, as Red Guards, were encouraged to eliminate the “four olds”—old ideas, old culture, old customs, and old habits. Property was destroyed, and individuals attacked. However, in 1972 the fervent anti-communist Nixon journeyed to China and met with Mao. The result was a lessening of tensions, and by the end of the 1970s a “strategic relationship” against any Soviet threat in Asia. Relations with the Soviet Union also improved with détente. In 1975 the Helsinki Accords signatories recognized existing borders in Europe and agreed to protect the human rights of their citizens. Détente took a step backwards in 1979 with the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan resulting in American refusal to take part in the Moscow Olympics of 1980. Reagan called the Soviet Union “the evil empire” and pursued a military buildup including nuclear cruise missiles.

It was a new era of science, wherein governments and large corporations provided necessary funding. The computer, made possible by the silicon chip, revolutionized society. But scientific developments could lead environmental disaster, as symbolized by the nuclear power disaster at Chernobyl in 1986, which led to environmentalism and various Green political parties and movements.

The ideas of Postmodernism rejected objective truth, and literary critics posited structuralism and deconstruction as alternative ways to perceive the world in the absence of fixed truth. Serialism and minimalism were influential in music. Popular culture was increasingly globalized, and popular music evolved from rock to punk to rap to hip hop, with the music video showcasing performers. Mass sports, such as football’s World Cup, increased in popularity, made possible by worldwide television. 
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Big Science and Big Environmental Problems: Are There Connections?

2. The Women’s Movement: Promises and Problems
3. The Vietnam War and Antiwar Movements

4. The Sexual Revolution and the Rise of Youth Culture and Youth Revolt/Protest
5. Causes and Consequences of Soviet Stagnation in the 1970s and 1980s
6. The Problems of Nationalism and Self-Determination in the Modern World

7. Détente: Strength and Weaknesses, Causes and Consequences
8. Modernism and Postmodernism in the Arts [a slide lecture]

9. Protest Movements of the 1960s: A New Civilization?

10. 1968: Year of Global Protest

11. The Opening to the People’s Republic of China
12. Marshal McLuhan’s Global Village: Fantasy or Reality?
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “‘The Times They Are A-Changing’”: The Music of Youthful Protest”: Why were the 1960s a period of widespread student unrest in the Unites States and Europe? Were the protests in Europe similar in nature and causation to those in the United States? Why or why not? Why did this particular song by Bob Dylan become an icon of the era? Was Dylan correct in his prediction that the ‘times they are a-changin’? Are Dylan’s lyrics still relevant in the early twenty-first century? Why or why not? (p. 688, in section 29-1 A Culture of Protest)
2. “Betty Friedan: The Problem That Has No Name”: According to this excerpt from The Feminine Mystique, what is the problem that has no name? What do Friedan’s comments reveal about the lives of American women in the 1960s and why they might desire a movement for women’s liberation? From what, exactly, did they seek to be liberated, and why? (p. 690, in section 29-1 A Culture of Protest)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: Czechoslovakia, 1968: Two Faces of Communism”: What ideals are expressed by the Czech Communist intellectuals who authored the “Two Thousand Words Manifesto”? What does the manifesto advocate for the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia? How does Brezhnev respond to the manifesto? How does the vision for Communism expressed in Brezhnev’s letter differ from that of the authors of the manifesto, and what might be the reasons for those differences? (pp. 692, in section 29-2 A Divided Western World) 

4. “Margaret Thatcher: ‘Thatcherism’ and the Free Market”: When she alluded to “experience” showing the failure of socialism, what specific events and countries may she have had in mind? Is she opposed to charity? Why then is she opposed to the Welfare State as it then stood? How does she lay some of the blame for Britain’s economic woes on labor unions? How does her rhetoric compare with other heads of state in the same time period? Is she alone in her remarks? Why is a free market system superior to a regulated one, in her opinion? (p. 696, in section 29-2 A Divided Western World) 

STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students pick an ex-Communist Bloc country and trace its development during the 1970s and while still under communist rule. 

2. Examine the conservative resurgence in the United States, Britain, and France. What commonalities did these conservative leaders share politically, socially, and economically, and how did they differ? What did the conservative resurgence take place when it did? 
3. Have students discuss Vietnam after the United States military withdrew. A greater number of Vietnamese civilians were killed following the re-unification of Vietnam. Have students reason why this issue has not been discussed in media formats as intensely as the issue of civilians who died while the United States military was active in Vietnam. Debate the issue that the U.S. military was actually providing security for many who would later die at the hands of the Vietnamese Communist regime.
4. Encourage students to explore the causes of the Vietnam War protest movements of the 1960s and discuss how the protests worked to the advantage of the North Vietnamese.
5. In a class discussion or research paper, have students compare and contrast communism in the Soviet 

Union and communism in the People’s Republic of China. 
6. Have students compare and contrast the sexual revolution of the 1920s with that of the 1960s in terms of causes and consequences.
7. Encourage students to examine the course of European integration from 1965 to 1985. What were the causes, the consequences, the successes, and the failures?
8. Ask students to explore some of the issues, current and past, which continue to create tensions between the United States and the nations of Europe. 

9. Examine some of the less well-known conflicts of the 1980s (Falklands War, Grenada, Panama, etc.). How did the Cold War and the recent war in Vietnam affect the outbreak and outcome of these conflicts? Is there anything unique about them when set in the broader context of the Cold War?
10. Compare and contrast the music of the 1920s and 1960s (jazz and rock) and its influence on social, political, and cultural change. To what extent was music a product of the era and to what extent was the era a product of the music?
11. Ask students to seek out posters and images from the early women’s movement in the U.S. and its counterparts globally. Then ask them to consider the message within the context of the times. Was it truly radical, and what made it seem so? Does it seem radical by today’s standards?

12. Despite the bloody record of failure in the USSR, China, Cambodia, Cuba, and Vietnam, communism and socialism still maintain strong followings today. Why are people still drawn to the ideology and how do they account for its rather brutal history? 

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Atomic Bomb Central
http://www.atomcentral.com/atom-bomb-history.aspx
A site containing links and information on a host of places around the world directly affected by the use, development, placing, and storage of atomic weapons and the industrial infrastructure necessary for the creation of weaponry of mass destruction.
2. Centre Georges Pompidou (Pompidou Center), Paris

https://www.centrepompidou.fr/en#
Foremost museum of modern art in France and one of the finest in Europe. Excellent online images from the museum’s extensive collections of modern French and European art. Site includes fine lists of relevant links to other modern art resources on the Internet.
3. MOMA, Museum of Modern Art, New York

http://www.moma.org/
Premier modern art collection in the world with outstanding selections online from the galleries. Superb for modern interior and industrial design. From the menu page, check “Online Projects” screen for highly accessible artistic material for students.
4. The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, PA
http://www.warhol.org/
Excellent site for a museum dedicated to the works of one modern artist. Good online materials for study of contemporary art trends including op-art, hyper realism, celebrity portraiture, and the effects of mass market advertising on modes of modern artistic expression.
5. Berlin Wall Memorial
http://www.berliner-mauer-gedenkstaette.de/en/the-berlin-wall-10.html
This website is dedicated to the history and study of the Berlin Wall—the physical manifestation of Cold War division and confrontation. It includes images, links, articles, and history of the wall as well as a guide to the archive and museum that publishes the website.
6. Battlefield: Vietnam
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/timeline/
This site is an excellent reference and resource for one of the most pivotal proxy wars of the Cold War. The site includes a very detailed timeline, articles, primary sources, video, and images as well as an extensive list of additional websites.

RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. Crash Course: Communists, Nationalists, and China’s Revolutions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUCEeC4f6ts&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=37
The 1960s and 1970s marked the lowest point in China’s twentieth century as the nation endured economic, social, and cultural destruction as a result of Mao’s disastrous policies of the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution, but at the same time it laid the foundation for modern political ties with the United States. This clip provides the historical context and explanation for China’s twentieth century leading up to the 1970s.
2. Crash Course: The Cold War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF_D0
This video complements the Cold War videos included in the previous chapter and provide a refresher of the general context of the Cold War.
3. Crash Course: The Reagan Revolution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h4DkpFP_aw
In the 1980s there was a social and political backlash to the liberal changes of the 1960s and 1970s. This particular video explains the changes in the United States under Reagan, but similar changes were taking place in Great Britain under Margaret Thatcher.
4. The Iranian Revolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P82j90p7hYc
This very brief clip from the Wall Street Journal describes the revolution that took place in 1979 as an explanation of the current status of politics and society in Iran, as well as for current U.S./Iran relations.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Gloria Steinem: Feminist Activist

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m01rnwj
Learn more about American journalist and social activist Gloria Steinem, an enduring icon of the American feminist movement. She testified before the Senate on behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment in 1970. She is the epitome of a second-wave feminist, focused on issues such as sexuality, family and reproductive rights, domestic abuse, and divorce. In 1970, she started the first feminist periodical, Ms. Magazine. In 1993, she celebrated the first “Take Our Daughters to Work Day,” which was created by her foundation. She continues to publish essays and books. In 2013 Steinem was awarded a Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Postmodernism

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m05wkc
View images of postmodern art. Postmodernism describes a broad intellectual and artistic movement starting in the mid- to late-twentieth century. Postmodernism looks at knowledge and truth as products of historical, social, or political discourses. As products of discourse, they are therefore socially constructed, and not absolute. It is an attempt to explain reality as an individual experience and interpretation shaped by perception. It is “post” because it denies the “modern” optimism of a singular philosophical, religious, or scientific truth or reality.
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