CHAPTER 28

COLD WAR AND A NEW WESTERN WORLD, 1945–1965
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Explain why the United States and Soviet Union were suspicious of each other after World War II and list the events between 1945 and 1949 that heightened the tension.

· Describe how and why the Cold War became a global affair after 1949.

· Summarize how and why the European colonies in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia gained independence between 1945 and 1965.

· Identify the main developments in the Soviet Union, eastern Europe, and western Europe between 1945 and 1965.

· Describe the main political developments in North America between 1945 and 1965.

· Analyze major developments in Western society and culture between 1945 and 1965.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

28-1 Development of the Cold War


28-1a Confrontation of the Superpowers: Who Started the Cold War?


• The Truman Doctrine



• Containment



• Contention over Germany 



• New Military Alliances


28-1b Globalization of the Cold War

• The Korean War

• Escalation of the Cold War

• The Cuban Missile Crisis

28-2 Europe and the World: Decolonization


28-2a Africa: The Struggle for Independence


28-2b Conflict in the Middle East


28-2c Asia: Nationalism and Communism



• China under Communism

28-3 Recovery and Renewal in Europe


28-3a The Soviet Union: From Stalin to Khrushchev



• Stalin’s Policies



• Khrushchev’s Rule


28-3b Eastern Europe: Behind the Iron Curtain



• 1956: Upheaval in Eastern Europe


28-3c Western Europe: The Revival of Democracy and the Economy



• France: The Domination of de Gaulle



• West Germany: A Nation Reborn



• Great Britain: The Welfare State


28-3d Western Europe: The Move toward Unity

28-4 The United States and Canada: A New Era


28-4a American Politics and Society in the 1950s


28-4b An Age of Upheaval: America in the 1960s



• The Civil Rights Movement


28-4c The Development of Canada

28-5 Postwar Society and Culture in the Western World


28-5a The Structure of European Society 


28-5b Women in the Postwar Western World



• Women in the Workforce



• Suffrage and the Search for Liberation


28-5c Postwar Art


28-5d Postwar Literature


28-5e The Attempt to Revive Religion

28-5f The Explosion of Popular Culture

• Popular Culture and the Americanization of the World

FOCUS QUESTIONS

28-1 Development of the Cold War

Why were the United States and the Soviet Union suspicious of each other after World War II, and what events between 1945 and 1949 heightened the tensions between the two nations? How and why did the Cold War become a global affair after 1949?

28-2 Europe and the World: Decolonization

Why and how did the European colonies in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia gain independence between 1945 and 1965?

28-3 Recovery and Renewal in Europe

What were the main developments in the Soviet Union, eastern Europe, and western Europe between 1945 and 1965?

28-4 The United States and Canada: A New Era

What were the main political developments in North America between 1945 and 1965?

28-5 Postwar Society and Culture in the Western World

What major changes occurred in Western society and culture between 1945 and 1965?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Cold War began in the aftermath of World War II. The United States and the Soviet Union had different philosophies and conflicting ambitions and fears. The West saw the pro-Soviet regimes in Eastern Europe as the result of Soviet aggression; the Soviets said they were a defensive buffer. The Truman Doctrine promised to aid nations threatened by communism, and the Marshall Plan, which provided $13 billion to rebuild Europe, was rejected by the Soviets. Germany and Berlin were divided into zones. When the Americans, British, and French unified their zones, the Soviets blocked access to Berlin, leading to a year-long Berlin Air Lift. The blockade finally ended, but the result was a western German Federal Republic and an eastern German Democratic Republic; the Germans had become one people, but two nations. 

In 1949 the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was created as a defensive alliance against Soviet aggression, one of a series of military alliances. The Soviet bloc countered with the Warsaw Pact. With Stalin’s blessing North Korea invaded South Korea in 1950, and the West feared more aggression from Soviets elsewhere in Asia and Europe, so much that West Germany was even allowed to re-arm. The People’s Republic of China joined the North Koreans in the conflict, cementing its ties with the Soviet Union. In French-Indo China (Vietnam), a civil war broke out against French rule. Anti-colonial motives played a major role, but the West also saw communist aggression at its roots. The Cold War spread to space, with the Soviet space satellite, Sputnik I. In response to massive numbers of people defecting to the west through Berlin, the Berlin Wall was built in 1961, a literal “iron curtain” and a striking symbol of the Cold War. The 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis almost led to nuclear holocaust until the Soviets backed down. In Vietnam the United States feared a communist victory would result in the fall of all of Asia, like a row of dominoes. The communists achieved victory in 1975, but the dominos did not fall throughout all of Asia, though Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia did. Tension between the Soviet Union and Communist China improved Chinese and American relations. 
By the end of the 1960s, most of Africa had achieved independence. In the Middle East, Israel was founded in 1948 amidst war with the Arab states; the 1967 Six-Day War brought the Palestinian West Bank under Israeli control. The Philippines became independent, and British India, with its Hindu majority and Muslim minority, was partitioned into Pakistan and India, but at the cost of a million dead. In China Mao Zedong’s Communists forced Chiang Kai-Shek’s Nationalists to Taiwan. Mao’s Great Leap Forward failed in its attempt to surpass the West industrially, and in 1966 his Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution sought to eliminate all vestiges of the past, often through violence. Soviet emphasis on heavy industry left little for consumers, and when their satellite states pursued independent paths, the Soviets cracked down.

The Western European economy boomed. Charles de Gaulle’s Fifth Republic saw France leave NATO and develop an atomic bomb. The Federal Republic of Germany experienced an “economic miracle,” as did Italy, despite its many coalition governments. Britain’s Labour Party created a welfare state, but unrealistic union demands and a lack of business investment slowed the economy. European integration began with the creation in 1951 of the European Coal and Steel Community and the establishment in 1957 of the European Atomic Energy Community and the European Economic Community (EEC), or Common Market. The New Deal continued to guide the United States domestic policy and the economy boomed, but Cold War fears led to a “Red Scare.” The 1960s was a time of upheaval, with the civil rights movement, race riots, and the Vietnam antiwar movement.
A new society, with its own challenges, resulted from economic growth and new technologies. White-collar workers increased and buying on the installment plan fueled a consumer society. The welfare state provided pensions and health care. Birth control, notably “the pill,” led to smaller families, and more women joined the work force. A significant feminist or women’s liberation movement emerged. In the arts, Andy Warhol’s Pop Art achieved notoriety as did Jackson Pollock and Abstract Expressionism. Samuel Becket’s Waiting for Godot exemplified the Theater of the Absurd. The impact of two world wars and the breakdown of traditional values led to the philosophy of existentialism, exemplified by Jean Paul-Sartre and Albert Camus, which reflected the meaningless of modern society: the world is absurd, there is no God, and man stands alone. Conversely, the same events and concerns led to a revival of religion. The decades also experienced an explosion of popular culture in movies and music, much but not all of it American in origin.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Causes of the Cold War

2. From Containment to Détente: The Ebb and Flow of the Cold War 
3. Cold War Espionage: The Origins of the National Security State 
4. The Resurgence of Western Europe: The Stagnation of Eastern Europe

5. Decolonization and the New Global Community

6. The Post-War Middle East: Crucible for Conflict

7. Case Studies of Women’s Liberations in the Post-War World: United States, Western Europe, Soviet Union, China, and Japan

8. The 1960s: The United States and Western Europe, Comparisons and Contrasts
MAP EXERCISES

1. The Korean War. MAP 28.1. How much did the border between the Koreas change from the start of the war to the end of it? How is that representative of the Cold War in general, and the policy of containment in particular? (p. 664, in section 28-1 Development of the Cold War)
2. Decolonization in Africa. MAP 28.2. During which decade did most of the African states gain independence? Why in that decade? What impact did World War II and what impact did the Cold War have upon the process of African decolonization? Why would the new states have difficulty in ethnic animosities? (p. 668, in section 28-2 Europe and the World: Decolonization)
3. Decolonization in the Middle East. MAP 28.3. Is there any relationship between the date of independence of the Middle Eastern states and the region’s oil reserves? Which nations gained their independence after World War I and which after World War II? Did the Cold War have any relevant influence on the timing of Middle Eastern decolonization? (p. 669, in section 28-2 Europe and the World: Decolonization)
4. Decolonization in Asia. MAP 28.4. What was the relationship of World War II to Asian decolonization and what was the impact of the Cold War on Asian decolonization? What, if any, was the geographical significance of Korea and Vietnam, the sites of two Cold War wars? (p. 670, in section 28-2 Europe and the World: Decolonization)
5. European Economic Community, 1957. MAP 28.5. Which nations made up the community? Can you see any connection between Cold War alliances and the formation of the community? Are there any countries whose inclusion or exclusion seems surprising? Why might they have joined or refused? (p. 676, in section 28-3 Recovery and Renewal in Europe)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Opposing Viewpoints: Who Started the Cold War? American and Soviet Perspectives”: How does George Kennan perceive the Soviet Union/Russia’s distrust and consequent aggression to the West? How much is historical, how much ideological? What is Kennan’s solution to the conflict? Is a “hot” war inevitable? Why or why not? Conversely, how does Nikolai Novikov view the Cold War? Who is the aggressor and why? Why are the two viewpoints so diametrically opposed? Which claim seemed most realistic from the vantage point of 1946 and why? (p. 661, in section 28-1 Development of the Cold War)
2. “The Cuban Missile Crisis: Khrushchev’s Perspective”: What was the Cuban Missile Crisis? How does Khrushchev’s account differ from America’s version? From his perspective, can it be argued that he was correct in his claim? What did each side “lose” and what did each side “win” in the Cuban Missile Crisis? Was the resolution of the crisis an obvious highpoint in Khrushchev’s career in 1962 or was it merely a later rationalization? (p. 666, in section 28-1 Development of the Cold War)
3. “The Burden of Guilt”: What ideas does Hannah Vogt advance in the excerpt of The Burden of Guilt? What does she believe is necessary for citizens to remain free? What lessons does she think Germans should learn from the Nazi era? How does she think respect for Germany can be regained? (p. 675, in section 28-3 Recovery and Renewal in Europe)
4. “The Voice of the Women’s Liberation Movement”: What factors or values do you think inform Simone de Beauvoir’s implicit call for a new history of women? Has history usually been the history of men? If so, why? What does she mean when she refers to “the Other”? Why is the author outraged by the neglect of women in the historical consciousness or comprehension of westerners? How does de Beauvoir employ and capitalize on the psychological and sociological discoveries characteristic of Western civilization between 1850 and 1950? (p. 681, in section 28-5 Postwar Society and Culture in the Western World)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Was Cold War was inevitable. Have students, using specific incidents and people, prove or disprove this question, perhaps through class discussion or debate.

2. Was the policy of massive retaliation brilliant or foolish? Did it build on logical ideas of survival or was it playing with fire?
3. Have students pick a western European country and trace the development of the welfare state after World War II.

4. Have students do a comparative study of the Soviet Union under Lenin, Stalin, and Khrushchev. Were there any real differences in their rule? Which of the leaders was the most effective?

5. Have students discuss the long-term consequences of the Cold War. How does the Cold War continue to affect life in Europe and the United States in the early twenty-first century? 
6. Do an international analysis of communism. How did the growth of communism in China compare with Russia and Cuba? To what extent was the fear of a global communist organization legitimate?
7. Have students compare and contrast the various causes and manifestations of the counter-culture of the 1960s in the United States, Western Europe, and elsewhere. How influential was the counter-culture in ending the conflict in Vietnam? 
8. Ask students to define and discuss today’s pop culture, comparing it with the pop culture of a generation or two ago, particularly that of the 1960s, and possibly emphasizing music and movies. Has this culture led to the violent drug culture of today?
9. Suggest that students examine and then compare, perhaps in class discussion or a panel, the feminist movement in the United States with feminist movements elsewhere as to issues and progress since the end of World War II.

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Cold War Hot Links (at St. Martin’s College)
http://homepages.stmartin.edu/fac_staff//dprice/cold.war.htm 
A fine and quirky site with many links to other highly relevant sites on the subject. A great place to begin online document searches.
2. Cold War International History Project
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=topics.home&topic_id=1409 
Site maintained by the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. Very comprehensive online collection of original and translated primary documents in such areas as Cold War Origins, Leaders, Stalin Era, Reagan Era, etc. Highly recommended site.
3. Ideological Foundations of the Cold War
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/coldwar/ 
An excellent site including original documents, time lines, and fine maps presented by the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library.
4. Korean War
https://www.koreanwar.org/
A fine site devoted to all aspects of a “forgotten” conflict. Site is most notable for memoirs of American soldiers in the conflict posted online. Excellent material here for appreciation of oral history and memoirs as historical sources.
5. NATO Homepage
http://www.nato.int/
Though created as an anti-Soviet alliance, NATO still exists and has greatly expanded its scope and involvement in world affairs. This website, maintained by NATO, provides visitors with all kinds of information about NATO’s current operations.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course: Cold War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9HjvHZfCUI
This Crash Course clip examines the Cold War in a global context—they have a separate clip designed more for U.S. history classes—and gives a brief overview of the causes and course of the Cold War.
2. Crash Course: Cold War in Asia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2IcmLkuhG0
Too frequently the history of the Cold War is told from a Eurocentric view and only touches on other parts of the world when the European narrative requires it. This clip examines how the Cold War played a role in political, social, and economic development in Asia.
3. Duck and Cover
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60
This film is an official U.S. Civil Defense film produced to show children what to do in the event of a nuclear attack—you be the judge of its usefulness.
4. Remembering the British Invasion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrlKKVsMnd8
Despite accusations of American cultural imperialism, not all cultural icons of the Cold War were American. In fact, some of the most famous musicians of the 1960s were part of the British Invasion, including groups like the Beatles and Rolling Stones. 
5. Crash Course: Conflict in Israel and Palestine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wo2TLlMhiw
This clip introduces the reason for the continued violence and conflict between the State of Israel and its neighbors and shows how each side has played a role in the continuation and escalation of the violence.
6. Crash Course: Decolonization and Nationalism Triumphant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_sGTspaF4Y&index=40&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
The demand for human rights and national self-determination that come with Allied victory in the Second World War quickly turned to accusation against the Allied powers for violations of those principles in their own countries. This video examines how Western empires began to crumble in the late twentieth century, and the aftermaths of decolonization.

7. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Visions of Division: From Blockade to Wall in Cold War Berlin

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/AQew24pM
Explore an exhibit of the Cold War. Berlin was, perhaps, the only physical frontline of combat for the Cold War. At the end of World War II, the city had been divided into four sectors, each occupied by one of the four former allied armies: the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, and France. West Berlin became an island of freedom, landlocked 100 miles inside Soviet-controlled East Germany. West Berlin was prosperous; East Berlin was not. Political tensions between American President John F. Kennedy and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, and the fleeing of East Germans, led to the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961. The wall eliminated free passage between East and West Berlin and became a physical manifestation of the Cold War.
Korean War

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m048n7?categoryid=event
View images and artifacts from the Korean War. After World War II, Korea, which had been under Japanese rule, was divided into two parts. The Soviet Union occupied the area north of the 38th parallel, and the United States occupied the area to the south. As a result, two ideologically opposed countries developed. In 1948, the Republic of Korea was established in the south, and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was established in the north. North Korea wanted reunification under communist rule. In 1950, North Korea, supplied and advised by the Soviet Union invaded the South, dragging the United States and the People’s Republic of China into a war.  
Ho Chi Min

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0hqfr
Ho Chi Minh helped found the Indochinese Communist Party in 1930 and the League for Independence of Vietnam in 1941. He led the Vietnamese nationalist movement for over three decades, battling first against the Japanese, followed by the French colonialists, and then finally the South Vietnamese, who were backed by the United States. He was determined to reunite Vietnam, which had been split into North and South Vietnam during the Geneva peace talks, under a single communist regime.
Destruction of the Stalin Statue, Budapest, 1956

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/PwLCVMHQ62gYLg
Explore an exhibit on the destruction of Stalin’s statue in Budapest. Joseph Stalin was a dictator whose policies intended to modernize and industrialize the Soviet Union resulted in widespread government persecution of individuals who disagreed with Soviet policy. There was much for the Soviet people to disagree with. Under Stalin, labor was akin to slavery. Production was primarily for the military, and consumer goods, including food and other daily necessities, were scarce and under the monopoly of the government. Stalin was both a skilled politician and a despot.
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