CHAPTER 27

THE DEEPENING OF THE EUROPEAN CRISIS: 
WORLD WAR II

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Define Hitler’s foreign policy goals and the steps he took to achieve them between 1933 and 1939.

· Explain how Japan’s policies led to war in Asia.

· Identify the major events of World War II in Europe and Asia and debate the reasons for why the Allies were ultimately victorious.

· Describe how the Nazi empire was organized.

· Summarize the relationship between Hitler’s worldview, his foreign policy, and the Holocaust.

· Describe the conditions on the home front for the Soviet Union, the United States, Germany, and Japan in World War II.

· Analyze the costs of World War II.

· Explain how visions of postwar Europe differed among the Allies and how these viewpoints contributed to the Cold War.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

27-1 Prelude to War


27-1a The “Diplomatic Revolution,” 1933–1937


27-1b The Path to War in Europe, 1938–1939



• Czechoslovakia



• Poland


27-1c The Path to War in Asia

27-2 The Course of World War II


27-2a Victory and Stalemate



• The Problem of Britain



• Invasion of the Soviet Union


27-2b The War in Asia


27-2c The Turning Point of the War, 1942–1943


27-2d The Last Years of the War



• Allied Advances in the West



• Soviet Offensive in the East


• Defeat of Japan
27-3 The New Order

27-3a The Nazi Empire

• Plans for an Aryan Racial Empire



• Use of Foreign Workers


27-3b The Holocaust



• The SS and the Einsatzgruppen



• The Death Camps



• The Other Holocaust


27-3c The New Order in Asia

27-4 The Home Front


27-4a The Mobilization of Peoples



• The Soviet Union



• The United States



• Germany



• Japan


27-4b Front-Line Civilians: The Bombing of Cities



• Luftwaffe Attacks



• The Bombing of Germany



• The Bombing of Japan: The Atomic Bomb

27-5 Aftermath of the War

27-5a The Costs of World War II 
27-5b The Impact of Technology
27-5c Allied War Conferences


• The Tehran Conference



• The Yalta Conference



• The Potsdam Conference

FOCUS QUESTIONS

27-1 Prelude to War

What were Hitler’s foreign policy goals, and what steps did he take to achieve them between 1933 and 1939? How did Japan’s policies lead to war in Asia?

27-2 The Course of World War II

What were the major events of World War II in Europe and in Asia, and why were the Allies ultimately victorious?

27-3 The New Order

How was the Nazi empire organized? What was the Holocaust, and what was the relationship between Hitler’s worldview, his foreign policy, and the Holocaust?

27-4 The Home Front

What were conditions like on the home front for the Soviet Union, the United States, Germany, and Japan in World War II?

27-5 Aftermath of the War

What were the costs of World War II? How did the Allies’ visions of postwar Europe differ, and how did these differences contribute to the emergence of the Cold War?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Between 1933 and 1939, Europeans watched as Adolf Hitler rebuilt Germany into a great military power. For Hitler, military power was an absolute prerequisite for the creation of a German racial empire that would dominate Europe and the world for generations to come. During that same period, the nation of Japan fell under the influence of military nationalist leaders who conspired to push a program of expansion at the expense of China and the Soviet Union as well as territories in Southeast Asia. The ambitions of Germany in Europe and those of Japan in Asia led to a global conflict that became the most devastating war in human history.

 The Axis nations, Germany, Italy, and Japan, proved victorious during the first two years of the war. The European side of the conflicts began after the German invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, while the Asian theater began as early as 1932, though Japan’s more earnest offensives began in 1937. By 1942, the war had begun to turn in favor of the Allies, an alliance of Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and the United States. The Japanese advance was ended at the naval battles of the Coral Sea and Midway in 1942. In February 1943 the Soviets won the Battle of Stalingrad and began a push westward. By mid-1943 Germany and Italy were driven out of North Africa; in June 1944 Rome fell to the Allies, and an Allied invasion force landed in Normandy in France. After the Soviets linked up with British and American forces in April 1945, Hitler committed suicide, and the war in Europe came to an end. After atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, the war in Asia also ended.

During its domination of Europe, the Nazi empire brought death and destruction to many that the Nazis considered racially inferior peoples, especially the Jews. The Japanese Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, while claiming to promote a policy of “Asia for the Asians,” also brought economic exploitation, enslavement, brutality, and often death for the subject peoples under Japanese control. All sides bombed civilian populations, thus making World War II as devastating for civilians as for front-line soldiers and bringing the full realization of “total war.”
 If Hitler had been successful, the Nazi Third Reich, built on authoritarianism, racial extermination, and the brutal oppression of peoples, would have meant a triumph of barbarism and the end of freedom and equality, which, however imperfectly realized, had become important ideals in Western civilization.

The Nazis lost, but only after tremendous sacrifices and costs. Much of European civilization lay in ruins, and the old Europe had disappeared forever. Europeans, who been accustomed to dominating the world at the beginning of the twentieth century, now watched helplessly at mid-century as the two new superpowers created by the two world wars took control of their destinies. Even before the last battles had been fought, the United States and the Soviet Union had arrived at different visions of the postwar European world. No sooner had the war ended than their differences gave rise to a new and potentially even more devastating conflict known as the Cold War.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Fascism and War: The Ideological Roots of World War II
2. Race and Space: Hitler’s Vision of a Thousand-Year Reich
3. Industry and War in World War II 
4. The Wannsee Conference: Bureaucracy and the Holocaust 

5. Ordinary Men or Hitler’s Willing Executioners?
6. Race and the War in the Pacific
7. World War II: The “Good War”?

8. The Home Front: Germany, Russia, Japan, and the United States
9. The Grand Alliance, Politics and Strange Bedfellows

MAP EXERCISES

1. Changes in Central Europe, 1936–1939. MAP 27.1. What difficulties did the expansion of Germany and Italy in Central Europe pose to possible British and French aid to the victims? Which areas, if any, were the most accessible to western assistance? Trace Germany’s territorial seizures chronologically and give the Nazi justification for each. Could this map be used to argue that Hitler’s “Lebensraum” is underway? (p. 634, in section 27-1 Prelude to War [1933-1939])
2. World War II in Europe and North Africa. MAP 27.2. Geographically, what were Germany’s greatest strategic weaknesses? Which were the neutral states in Europe, and what role did they play in the war, if any? Given their geographical position, was complete neutrality possible? (p. 638, in section 27-2 The Course of World War II) 

3. World War II in Asia and the Pacific. MAP 27.3. Geographically, what were Japan’s strengths and what were its weakness in waging war in Asia and the Pacific? According to the map, what strategic difficulties confronted Japan? (p. 640, in section 27-2 The Course of World War II)
4. The Holocaust. MAP 27.4. From what states did most of the Holocaust victims come from? Did most come from Germany? What is the explanation? Where were most of the extermination camps located? Is there a correlation between the victims’ nations and the location of the camps? Why are most of the camps located in Eastern Europe? (p. 646, in section 27-3 The New Order)
5. Territorial Changes after World War II. MAP 27.5. Who gained the most territory as the result of World War II? Which German territories were lost, and which states gained those lands? What were the explanations or justifications for those gains? Who controlled the largest portion of Berlin? Why? Given the accomplishments of the Soviet armies, was a pro-Soviet Eastern Europe inevitable? Why or why not? (p. 656, in section 27-5 Aftermath of the War)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Opposing Viewpoints: The Munich Conference: Two Views”: What were the issues that led to the Munich Conference and what were the consequences? Compare the responses of Churchill and Chamberlain to the Munich Conference appeasement agreement. Why did they disagree so much? Did Chamberlain’s actions at Munich directly lead to World War II? Why or why not? In 1938, who was the “realist” and which was the “idealist” and why? After reading Chamberlain’s speech, was the prime minister searching for an excuse for allowing Germany’s acquisition of the Sudetenland? (p. 635, in section 27-1 Prelude to War)
2. “A German Soldier at Stalingrad”: What does this excerpt tell you about the attitude of German soldiers prior to the battle of Stalingrad and the degree to which ordinary soldiers understood the realities of modern urban warfare. Did even the generals perceive the costs of urban warfare? Why do you think the author here is so surprised at determined and effective Russian resistance? Just how hungry did the German soldiers get? (p. 642, in section 27-2 The Course of World War II)
3. “Heinrich Himmler: ‘We Had the Moral Right’”: How does Himmler justify the Holocaust in his speech to leaders of the SS? Why does he suggest the Jews should be targeted? Where are the flaws in his argument, and how does it demonstrate the danger of ideological rigidity? (p. 648, in section 27-3 The New Order)
4. “The Bombing of Civilians”: What common elements do you find in these different descriptions of bombing raids? What do the three accounts suggest about the progression of bombing destructiveness as the war progressed? What effect did aerial bombing of cities and civilians have on the nature of modern warfare? (p. 651, in section 27-4 The Home Front)
STUDENT RESEACH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Both Hitler and Churchill were excellent public speakers in their own ways. Have students write a 

paper comparing and contrasting their oratorical styles using their speeches as primary sources.
2. Have students research and compare combat in the Pacific against Japan and in Europe or Africa against Germany. What similarities and differences did soldiers experience based on where they served? Be sure to consider natural factors (weather, geography, etc.) in addition to human factors.
3. Have students do research to determine the advantages and disadvantages of both sides in World 

War II. Was either side “destined” to win? What were the determining factors that tipped the outcome?
4. Have students debate the moral responsibility of ordinary Germans for the Holocaust. 
5. Have students report on D-Day—its strategic role, the careful planning (and what went awry), the military consequences of the invasion, and the impact on the lives of people who participated as combatants and as civilians.

6. Suggest students view the movie Saving Private Ryan and discuss to what degree the movie is an accurate representation of the events of the Normandy invasion.

7. Suggest students view one of the movies about the “final solution” and the Holocaust such as 

Schindler’s List, The Pianist, Life is Beautiful, or The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, and have them discuss the adequacy or inadequacy of film in portraying the events of the Holocaust.
8. Have students research the Free French Army and the French Resistance. Compare and contrast the tactics of these two movements with those of the armies of the Axis and Allied powers. Argue for or against the position that the FFA and the French Resistance were significant in changing the outcome of the European war.

9. Much recent controversy has been generated over the role of ordinary Germans in the conduct of the Holocaust, especially by Christopher Browning’s Ordinary Men and Daniel Goldhagen’s controversial Hitler’s Willing Executioners. Have students read some or all these texts along with scholarly and popular critiques of these works and then ask them to evaluate in a paper the accuracy and persuasive power of the arguments made regarding the capacity of many ordinary Germans to engage in atrocities. 

10. In a debate or general discussion, have students compare the arguments and court cases that involved Holocaust denials. Discuss why some segments of the population would attempt to refute the primary facts relating to the Final Solution. 
INTERNET RESOURCES 

Please note: the sites listed below are among the better locations on the Web for information on World War II. However, instructors should be especially vigilant in the selection and use of websites on this topic for two reasons: (1) many sites on the topic are maintained by war “buffs” of dubious expertise on their own home pages which are notoriously fluid, frequently going off line or being taken down with no follow up; and (2) numerous sites on this topic are maintained by ultra-rightist and neo-fascist organizations in the U.S. and abroad with the express purpose of spreading anti-Semitic and crude racist propaganda, and denials of the Holocaust. Undergraduates exploring this topic on the Internet should be aware of these realities.

1. Cybrary of the Holocaust
http://www.remember.org/ 
Excellent site with numerous links to other pertinent online collections.
2. The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/index.php 
An excellent collection of primary sources at the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library.
3. World War Two: Online Archives
http://digitalcollections.smu.edu/all/cul/hgp/ 

Broad selection of relevant documents and images.
4. U.S. Memorial Holocaust Museum, Washington, D.C.
http://www.ushmm.org/  
An excellent and sobering museum website with virtual tours of the collections, scholarly information, and links to other Holocaust sites in the U.S. and abroad. Highly recommended.
5. The Fordham Internet Modern History Source Book: World War II

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook45.asp
A collection of primary sources related to World War II.
6. Shoah Foundation
https://sfi.usc.edu/
This site houses the archive resulting from a mammoth undertaking of recording interviews of as many Holocaust survivors as possible. Interviews can be hours long, are completely searchable, and provide an excellent resource for Holocaust research projects.
7. Yad Vashem World Holocaust Remembrance Center
http://www.yadvashem.org/
This is the site of the largest museum and archive of the Holocaust in the world, located in Jerusalem. An excellent repository of articles, images, virtual tours, and other resources. 

8. Nuremberg Trials
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/imt.asp
The Avalon Project had provided access to the complete records of the Nuremberg Trials, including trial proceedings, documentary evidence, and other relevant records.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. World War II, Part I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Objoad6rG6U
This Crash Course clip is the first in a two-part series on the Second World War, focusing on the battlefront.
2. World War II, Part II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HofnGQwPgqs
This is the second clip of the Crash Course introduction to WWII, with this video focusing on the home front
3. World War II: A War for Resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-2q-QMUIgY
While ideology was a major driving force in the war’s outbreak, practical considerations helped direct the war as well. This clip examines the war from a geopolitical view looking at resources—or the lack thereof—of the belligerent nations.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Stories of the Holocaust

https://artsandculture.google.com/project/the-holocaust
View videos, exhibits, and street view experiences sharing stories from the Holocaust. Part of the propaganda effort of Hitler and the Nazi regime was to recharacterize segments of the German population as “outsiders and enemies.” Using the Sturmabteilung (stormtroopers) and the Geheime Staatspolizei (secret state police), Hitler was able to undermine German democracy and persecute and systematically murder these “others,” which included Jews, homosexuals, Romani, and Bolsheviks. In 1941, Germany instituted the “Final Solution,” the systematic rounding-up of “outsiders and enemies” and executing them on the spot, or sending them to death camps. The Jewish population, in particular, was marked for annihilation in Germany.
Hiroshima Peace Memorial

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/hiroshima-peace-memorial/4wGJycHAksknwQ?sv_lng=132.4535434480182&sv_lat=34.39549158017933&sv_h=267.15&sv_p=0&sv_pid=mQDxilkBXuH7xySBiuo-qw&sv_z=1
Visit the Hiroshima Peace Memorial. The Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku Dome) was the only structure left standing after the atomic bomb exploded on August 6, 1945. It has been preserved in the same state to stand as a stark reminder of the powerful destruction humanity released that day. It is a symbol of hope that we will ultimately eliminate all nuclear weapons and never unleash such horror upon the world again. The Peace Memorial stands as a place of prayer, of remembrance for the victims, and of protest in support of world peace.
1945–1948 Shifting Poland

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/QR9NfYtI
Learn more about post-war Poland. Poland’s borders were redrawn after Germany surrendered in 1945. Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill ratified the changes put forth by Stalin at the Potsdam Conference of August 1945. Large Polish territories were lost to the Soviet Union in exchange for the Free State of Danzig and for German territories in the east. This massive shift in territories resulted in ethnic cleansing of both Poles and Germans, numbering in the millions between 1945 and 1946.
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