CHAPTER 26

THE FUTILE SEARCH FOR STABILITY: 

EUROPE BETWEEN THE WARS, 1919–1939

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the problems that European countries faced after World War I and the impact of the Great Depression on those problems.

· Summarize how Great Britain, France, and the United States responded to various crises of the interwar years, including the Great Depression.

· Describe how World War I affected Europe’s colonies in Asia and Africa.

· Explain why many European states experienced a retreat from democracy in the interwar years.

· Define the characteristics of totalitarian states and debate the extent to which these characteristics were present in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and Stalinist Russia.

· Identify the new dimensions of mass culture and leisure that emerged in the interwar years, as well as the role of these activities in totalitarian states.

· Analyze the main cultural and intellectual trends in the interwar years.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

26-1 An Uncertain Peace

What problems did European countries face immediately after World War I, and what impact did the Great Depression have on those problems?

26-2 The Democratic States

How did Great Britain, France, and the United States respond to the various crises, including the Great Depression, that they faced in the interwar years? How did World War I affect Europe’s colonies in Asia and Africa?

26-3 The Authoritarian and Totalitarian States

Why did many European states experience a retreat from democracy in the interwar years? What are the characteristics of totalitarian states, and to what degree were these characteristics present in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and Stalinist Russia?

26-4 The Expansion of Mass Culture and Mass Leisure

What new dimensions in mass culture and mass leisure emerged during the interwar years, and what role did these activities play in the totalitarian states?

26-5 Cultural and Intellectual Trends in the Interwar Years

What were the main cultural and intellectual trends in the interwar years?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Ten million deaths, a lost generation, disillusionment, and despair were among the fruits of World War I. Some of the survivors turned to pacifism, while others were attracted to radical national ideologies such as fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany. The treaties ending World War I did not assure peace as the League of Nations had little power. Occupying the Ruhr when Germany failed to pay reparations, France gained little other than a disastrous fall in the German mark. By 1924, the Dawes Plan established a realistic reparations schedule. The Treaty of Locarno made permanent Germany’s western borders, but not the east. 

European prosperity, largely the result of American loans and investments, ended with the Great Depression. The economist John Maynard Keynes favored increased government spending and deficit financing rather than deflation and balanced budgets but had little support. Britain’s unemployment remained at 10 percent during the 1920s and rose rapidly in the depression. France was governed, or ungoverned, by frequent coalition governments; its far-right was attracted to fascism and many on the left by Soviet Marxism. The United States’ New Deal was more successful in providing relief than in recovery, and unemployment remained high until World War II. Among most of the nations of Europe, there was a retreat from democracy, which seemed to have failed, both politically and economically. 

Totalitarian governments, which required the active commitment of their citizens, came to power in Germany, Italy, Spain, and the Soviet Union. Italian fascism resulted from Italy’s losses in the Great War, economic failure, and incompetent politicians. In 1919, Benito Mussolini organized the Fascio di Combattimento. Threatening “to march on Rome,” he was appointed prime minister by the king in 1922. Legal due process was abandoned, and rival parties were outlawed, but totalitarianism in Italy was never as effective as in Nazi Germany or Soviet Russia. 

In Germany, the depression brought the political extremes to the forefront. Adolf Hitler headed the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazis). A powerful orator, Hitler published his beliefs in Mein Kampf and created a private army of disgruntled, unemployed veterans—his storm troopers (SA), but it was not until the depression that the Nazis received wide support, especially from the middle class. Hitler became chancellor in 1933, and in response to someone lighting the Reichstag, the federal parliament building, on fire, a compliant Reichstag passed the Enabling Act, giving him dictatorial power. In his quest to dominate Europe, Hitler rearmed Germany, abolished all labor unions except the Nazi one, and established a police state with the help of secret police (Gestapo) and his own paramilitary bodyguard (SS). The Nuremberg laws excluded Jews from citizenship, and in the 1938 Kristallnacht, Jewish businesses and synagogues were burned and Jews beaten and killed. 


After Lenin’s death in 1924, Joseph Stalin assumed leadership in the Soviet Union. In 1928 he announced his first five-year plan to turn the Soviet Union into an industrial society by emphasizing oil and coal production and steel manufacturing. Stalin forced farmers onto collective farms, and in combination with his five-year plan goals lead to famines that killed over 10 million people. Stalin’s opponents were sent to Siberia, sentenced to labor camps (Gulag), or outright murdered. With the exception of Czechoslovakia, authoritarian governments appeared in eastern Europe as well as in Portugal and Spain. In the Spanish Civil War, the fascist states aided Francisco Franco, and the Soviet Union backed the Popular Front. 
Radio and movies become widely popular, as did professional sports. Automobiles and trains made travel accessible to all. Issues of sexuality became more public, and psychology became more popular. In art German Expressionism reflected the horrors of war and the corruptions of peace, Dada focused upon the absurd, and Surrealism explored the unconscious. The “stream of consciousness” technique was used in the novels of James Joyce. The Bauhaus movement emphasized use of modern material and the functional in architecture. It was also the “the heroic age of physics.” The discovery of subatomic particles indicated that splitting the atom could release massive energies, and Werner Heisenberg’s “uncertainty principle” had implications far beyond the study of physics.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Birth of Fascism: Mussolini and the Italian Model

2. Race and Space: The Ideological Underpinnings of Nazism
3. Propaganda and Pagan Ritual in the Totalitarian Theater State: The Example of Nazi Germany

4. Social and Economic Transformation: Stalin’s Five-Year Plans
5. The Arts in an Era of Uncertainty [a “sights and sounds” lecture]

6. The Impact of the Great Depression on the Democratic States

7. The Appeal of Authoritarianism: Why did so many Europeans put their faith in “strong leaders” in the 1930s?
8. The Failures of Collective Security in the 1920s and 1930s. 
MAP EXERCISE
1. Eastern Europe in the 1920s. MAP 26.1. The nations of eastern Europe were created under the concept of self-determination, but did they serve another purpose in relation to the USSR? Does this map adequately organize the numerous ethnicities of the region? What problems can you see in the organization of Europe after WWI? (p. 622, in section 26-3 The Authoritarian and Totalitarian States)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “The Great Depression: Unemployed and Homeless in Germany”: Discuss the plight of the homeless in Germany in 1932. To what does the writer compare to the impact and effects of the depression? How did the growing misery of many ordinary Germans promote the rise of extremist political parties like the Nazis and facilitate seizure of political power in Germany by racist and anti-democratic forces? Would Hitler have come to power if prosperity had continued in Weimar Germany? (p. 610, in section 26-1 An Uncertain Peace)
2. “Propaganda and Mass Meetings in Nazi Germany”: How did Hitler envision the role of propaganda and mass meetings in the totalitarian state? How did the stage management of Nazi spectacles possibly contribute to the acceptance of corrupt and inhuman Nazi ideology by many ordinary Germans, such as the teacher quoted? What role do propaganda and mass meetings play in today’s society, and not merely in the realm of politics? (p. 618, in section 26-3 The Authoritarian and Totalitarian States)
3. “Spain Divided: A View from Barcelona”: Does Orwell make any distinction between Anarchist and Communist? Why or why not? Why did he feel compelled to join the fight when he didn’t go to Spain to do so? In what ways does he notice the revolutionaries acting as tyrannical? How did society look and function under this new revolution? How does Orwell balance his critiques and praises? Does his account seem objective? Would you want to live in such a society? (p. 623, in section 26-3 The Authoritarian and Totalitarian States)
4. “Hesse and the Unconscious”: How might the German Nazis have capitalized on the psychic uncertainties and confusion among ordinary people that Hesse describes here afflicting a central character in one of the author’s most popular novels? What are the political dangers inherent in a populace comprised of too many people vulnerable to the problems of Hesse’s literary character? Why was Hesse popular among young Germans in the aftermath of World War I and young Americans in the counter-culture of the 1960s? (p. 628, in section 26-5 Cultural and Intellectual Trends in the Interwar Years)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students explain how the attempts at preserving peace in the interwar period actually backfired and encouraged the outbreak of another global conflict.
2. Have students debate whether or not the conflicts and problems of the 1920s and 1930s could have been resolved without armed conflict. Was the dream of collective and diplomatic peace and security just a pipe dream?
3. Have students do a comparative essay, discussing the similarities and differences in Fascism in Italy, Nazism in Germany, and Stalinism in the USSR.

4. Invite students to research the impact of the Great Depression on European society as to which groups 

in society were particularly impacted by the disaster. Ask them to consider the possible connections, if 

any, between the depression and the popularity of fascism or Nazism.
5. Have students discuss or debate the extent to which the United States’ domestic and foreign policies in the 1920s and 1930s contributed to the outbreak of World War II.
6. Have students watch Triumph of the Will. Conduct a discussion on the film’s usefulness as piece of historical evidence.
7. Have students discuss the twentieth-century technology of radio broadcasting and the impact it had on mass society. 
8. Have students watch Cabaret. Conduct a discussion on the film’s historical accuracy.
9. Suggest that students explore the various cultural manifestations of Weimar Germany during the 1920s.
INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. President Wilson’s 14 Points (1918)
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=62
Thorough discussion of Wilson’s goals at the close of the First World War.
2. Soviet Archives Online
http://metalab.unc.edu/expo/soviet.exhibit/entrance.html 
Superb online collection of Soviet internal administrative documents, police files, and diplomatic material, arranged by era from the U.S. Library of Congress. Excellent original documentation on the consolidation of Russian totalitarianism including sections on internal workings of Soviet system, rise of the secret police, repression and terror, and the human cost of collectivization.
3. Albert Einstein: Image and Impact
https://www.aip.org/history/exhibits/einstein/ 
Site at the American Institute of Physics with extensive information on Einstein, the development of atomic weapons, and modern physics.
4. German Expressionism at the Museum of Modern Art

http://www.moma.org/explore/collection/ge/
A spectacular online collection of German Expressionist works.
5. The Bauhaus at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/bauh/hd_bauh.htm 

Exploration of the Bauhaus illustrated with objects in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
6. An Age of Anxiety
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook40.asp
An online repository of primary and secondary sources relation to the interwar period.
RELEVANT VIDEOS
1. Fear the Boom and the Bust
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0nERTFo-Sk
How do you fix a broken economy? What is the role of the government in economic recovery in times of depression? This clip introduces the macroeconomic theories of John Maynard Keynes and Friedrich Hayek in the form of a rap battle.
2. Political Theory: Friedrich Hayek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHsCkinrCPE
Friedrich Hayek’s economic theories have become the foundation for current right-wing economics and politics, but he wrote his major works in response to the Great Depression.
3. Fascism and Mussolini
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoRpWU6hHJ8
This short clip introduces the man and ideology that will start Europe on the path to war in 1939.
4. BBC Long Shadow: Fascism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1Ps_4Pqc0M
This clip from a larger BBC documentary series explains how WWI served as the roots of fascism.
5. How did Hitler rise to power?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFICRFKtAc4
As the title implies, this clip very briefly explores how a modern, cultured nation like Germany fell under the leadership of Adolf Hitler—and asks if the same could happen again elsewhere.

6. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Mahatma Gandhi

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m04xfb
View images and learn more about Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement. Since the seventeenth century a variety of European states had subjugated India under colonial rule. The British East India Company effectively controlled most of India by 1763, after many long and bloody wars against Indian kingdoms as well as European rivals. In 1858, the British Crown took over the administration of India after the East India Company’s policies had sparked a general rebellion. Under British rule, Buddhist religious practice was persecuted, and indigenous culture marginalized. In India, resistance to colonialism was expressed through a variety of methods, the most successful of which was satyagraha, a Hindi term meaning “hold fast to the truth.” This nonviolent approach to resistance was promoted by Mohandas Gandhi. Gandhi’s unique view of humanity and tireless advocacy for India would prove to be too much for the British. India would win its independence in 1947.
State of Deception: The Power of Nazi Propaganda
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/MgJiSSb7oRR7Jg
Explore an exhibit on Nazi propaganda. Propaganda was utilized to great effect by many twentieth-century fascist dictators, most notably Adolf Hitler. It was used to persuade the population that Nazi ideals, such as the desirability of a homogeneous “Aryan” society and a subordination of personal interests to the common good, were German ideals. Once in power, it was imperative for the Nazi party to reshape German morality and cast certain individuals as “degenerate.” This altered view gave credibility to the ethnic and social cleansing genocide of Jews, Romani, Bolsheviks, and homosexuals that was soon to come.
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