CHAPTER 25

THE BEGINNING OF THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY CRISIS: WAR AND REVOLUTION

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the long-range and immediate causes of World War I.
· Describe the expectations of the belligerents and explain why the course of the war did not meet those expectations

· Summarize how World War I affected the belligerents’ governmental and political institutions, economic affairs, and social life.
· Explain the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and why the Bolsheviks prevailed and gained control of Russia.

· Describe the objectives of the chief participants in the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 and debate whether the final settlement reflected these objectives.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

25-1 The Road to World War I


What were the long-range and immediate causes of World War I?

25-2 The Great War

What did the belligerents expect at the beginning of World War I, and why did the course of the war turn out to be so different from their expectations? How did World War I affect the belligerents’ governmental and political institutions, economic affairs, and social life?

25-3 War and Revolution

What were the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917, and why did the Bolsheviks prevail in the civil war and gain control of Russia?

25-4 The Peace Settlement

What were the objectives of the chief participants at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, and how closely did the final settlement reflect these objectives?

CHAPTER SUMMARY

World War I was the defining event of the twentieth century. The June 28, 1914, assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, by a Serbian terrorist, was the final spark. National rivalries were compounded by ethnic groups who had yet to secure their own “nation.” Social and class conflict led politicians to engage in foreign adventures to distract the masses. Conscript armies were ready. Perennial conflict in the Balkans threatened a wider war, given the tight-knit alliance systems. Austria, after receiving a “blank check” by Germany, declared war against Serbia on July 28. Germany declared war on Russia after the latter’s military mobilization. Germany’s Schlieffen Plan was to attack France through neutral Belgium. By August 4, the Great War had begun. Initially there was great enthusiasm. War gave excitement to ordinary lives, and most assumed that it would soon be over. The Germans drove the Russians back in the east, but in the west a stalemate developed, with trenches extending from the Swiss border to the English Channel, defended by barbed wire and machine guns. Attacking troops had to cross “no man’s land”: 21,000 British died on the first day of the Battle of the Somme. Artillery, poison gas, seasonal mud, and ever-present rats and decaying corpses added to the carnage. 
Eager to shore up its crumbling empire the Ottomans joined Germany, and Italy, leaving its previous alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary, went over to the Entente. After German submarine attacks, the United States entered the war in 1917. Conscription ensured a steady supply of soldiers. Governments took the economic lead, especially in producing munitions, and instituted wage and price controls. Governments also made extensive use of propaganda and newspaper censorship to keep up morale. Many women entered the labor force, and after the war were given the vote in the United States and Britain.

Russia was unprepared for war, lacking a large industrial base or adequate leadership, and public support waned because of continuous military losses. When bread rationing was introduced in March 1917, women demonstrated in the streets of St. Petersburg/Petrograd, and were soon joined by the soldiers sent to disperse them. The Duma established a provisional government and Nicholas abdicated on March 15. But socialist soviets, or workers’ councils, challenged the new government’s legitimacy. A faction of the Marxist Social Democrats was the revolutionary Bolsheviks of V. I. Lenin, who returned to Petrograd in April, where he campaigned for “Peace, Land, and Bread” and “All Power to the Soviets.” The war was increasingly unpopular, and in November the Bolsheviks seized power. Lenin established a dictatorship and signed a costly peace with Germany. Civil war broke out between the Bolshevik Reds and the Whites, who were unable to agree politically and militarily. Able military leaders, interior lines of defense, and “revolutionary terror” led the Bolsheviks to victory by 1921.

After Russia’s withdrawal from the war, Germany launched a massive attack in the west. However, the war had taken its toll in Germany, and in the fall, after American troops entered the conflict, the German government collapsed. On November 11, 1918, an armistice was signed. Riots occurred in Germany, but an attempted Bolshevik revolution failed. The peace delegates gathered at Paris in January 1919. Some, like America’s Woodrow Wilson, had idealistic hopes, including an association of nations to preserve the peace. Others wanted to punish Germany. The most important of five separate treaties was the Treaty of Versailles; Article 231 required Germany to accept guilt for causing the war and pay reparations. Its army was reduced to 100,000, and it lost territory to France and Poland. The Austrian and Ottoman empires were casualties of the war and the subsequent treaties, based on Wilson’s principle of national-self-determination. The United States refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles and did not join the League of Nations, the institution that was to guarantee permanent peace.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. The Causes of World War I: The Unending Historical Controversy

2. The Military Strategy of World War I: Diplomats Prisoner to the Infernal Plans of Naive and

Misinformed Generals

3. The Impact of Total War on the Home Front in World War I

4. The Causes and Course of the Russian Revolution
5. Versailles: Prelude to World War II?

6. World War I: The First Fully Industrialized War
7. Imperialism and World War I
8. World War I and the Emergence of Modern Culture
MAP EXERCISES

1. Europe in 1914. MAP 25.1. What were the geographical locations of the two contending alliances in 1914, and what strategic military challenges did both sides face? Who were the major contending powers in the Balkans, and why did the Ottoman Empire ultimately join Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I? (p.582, in section 25-1 The Road to World War I)
2. The Schlieffen Plan. MAP 25.2. What assumptions does the Schlieffen Plan make about the role of Belgium in the conflict? What does the plan tell you about German perceptions of its position in Europe? About Belgium’s position in Europe? (p.583, in section 25-1 The Road to World War I)
3. The Western Front, 1914–1918. MAP 25.3. What factors might explain the extent of the German advances in the west in 1914 and again in 1918? Why is it that the actions on Western Front are so much better known than those of the Eastern Front? (p. 585, in section 25-2 The Great War)
4. The Eastern Front, 1914–1918. MAP 25.4. Note the sites of the major battles on the Eastern Front. 
What is the geographical explanation for those several battles? (p. 586, in section 25-2 The Great War)
5. Europe in 1919. MAP 25.5. Compare MAP 25.5 with MAP 25.1. Who were the winners and who were the losers, and where? What impact did these geopolitical changes have on the period from 1919 to 1939? (p. 602, in section 25-4 The Peace Settlement)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “The Reality of War: Trench Warfare”: What does this excerpt from Erich Maria Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front reveal about the realities of trench warfare? What is there in the passage quoted that could give support to the idea that World War I was both the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century? Do you think it would ever be possible for the surviving frontline victims of the war to describe or explain their experiences there to those left behind on the home front? Would those on the home front really want to hear about the soldiers’ experiences of horror or only those of romanticized valor? What subsequent tensions in post-war European society might be attributable to this disjuncture? (p. 589, in section 25-2 The Great War) 

2. “Women in the Factories”: How did work in a munitions factory broaden the outlook of an upper-middle-class woman like Naomi Loughnan? What were the new experiences she found in the factory? What obstacles did she and other women face, at least initially? What were some of the effects of total war on European women? How could this opportunity for employment change female attitudes about gender relations after the end of the war? (p. 594, in section 25-2 The Great War)
3. “Soldier and Peasant Voices”: What do these letters reveal about the attitudes of at least two ordinary people toward the Bolshevik Revolution and its aftermath? What are their specific criticisms of the Bolsheviks? How would Lenin have responded to these angry letters? Why would one accuse them of being “hirelings of the Kaiser”? Is their anger and frustration justified, given the conditions in Russia in early 1918? Why or why not? (p. 597, in section 25-3 War and Revolution)
4. “Opposing Viewpoints: Three Voices of Peacemaking”: Why did Wilson, the American, and Clemenceau, the Frenchman, have such different views of the world? How did the peacemaking aims of Wilson and Clemenceau differ? How did their different views affect the deliberations of the Paris Peace Conference and the nature of the final peace settlement? Who won? Wilson, Clemenceau, or neither? Why? What might have been the response or reaction by both Wilson and Clemenceau to the demands of W. E. B. Du Bois and the Pan-African Congress? Would either have been at all sympathetic? Why, or why not? (p. 600, in section 25-4 The Peace Settlement) 

STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students perform an analysis of a broad sampling of poster propaganda from various countries in WWI. Are there any similarities and trends in theme, image, color, use, and amount of text? Which countries seemed to have more effective propaganda? What made their posters more catching or memorable?
2. Ask students to study the strategies and tactics employed by the combatant forces in the Great War, and their results. Personal reminiscences of participants can be extremely informative. 

3. As an outside assignment, have students read classic texts on the Great War such as Remarque’s All 

Quiet on the Western Front, Robert Graves’ Good-bye to All That or Ernst Junger’s Storm of Steel and then prepare reports on the realities and long-term effects of trench warfare in Europe.

4. WWI witnessed the birth of aerial combat. Have students read Sagittarius Rising by Cecil Lewis and compare and contrast the experience of the WWI pilot to the WWI infantryman.
5. Hold a discussion on the definition of “Total War.” Ask students to discuss both the preconditions and implications of total war.
6. Organize a reading of some of the poetry and prose works of the Great War, from Rupert Brooke to 

Wilfrid Owen. This should generate some post-reading discussion about the Great War and perhaps war in general.

7. Research the events that led to the United States’ entry into World War I. Discuss the Zimmerman telegram and whether this document violated the United States’ Monroe Doctrine and forced President Wilson into the war.
8. Have students study the breakdown of the tsarist system in Russia and its relationship to the events of 

World War I, comparing the Russian experience with several other nations, such as France and Germany. 

Ask them to speculate on the possibility of a similar breakdown in Germany or France if the stalemated war had lasted another year or two.

9. Have students read and analyze the text of the Treaty of Versailles (complete editions of the treaty can frequently be found in older, post-war encyclopedias and can easily be located in online document collections). What are the global implications of the treaty and its various clauses? How does the document virtually guarantee the outbreak of World War II and prefigure the state rivalries of 1939–1945?

10. Ask students to research the agendas and ambitions of non-western peoples at the conclusion of World War I. How did the treaties that followed the war frustrate these ambitions? How have those treaties shaped the modern world?
11. Have students research chemical warfare in relation to WWI and the resulting ban on the use of gas in war. How do nations decide when a weapon is too brutal to use in combat? Why is poison gas forbidden by the Geneva Conventions, but machine guns and artillery shells not?

INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. The Great War (PBS Television Series Site)
http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/ 
One of the very finest websites developed to complement a television broadcast—in this case the multi-part PBS documentary on World War I. Includes documents, time lines, and maps. See video reference below.
2. BBC – History – World Wars: Animated Map: Battle of the Somme
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/launch_ani_somme_map.shtml
Site provides maps of military engagements dramatizing movement by movement throughout the battle. A description of each movement is provided to ensure an understanding of each event of the battle.
3. Military Plans and World War I
http://www.worldwar1.com/tlwplans.htm
An overview of the military plans of the major combatants.
4. Trenches on the Web: Photo Archive, The Somme, 1916
http://www.worldwar1.com/pharc001.htm 
Fine site offering graphic evidence of the destruction and terror of trench warfare. Excellent on material culture and imagery of modern war with extensive links to other relevant sites offering analyses of battles on Western and Eastern Fronts, memoirs of ordinary soldiers, war museum collections, and veterans groups.
5. World War One Document Archive
http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/ 
One of the most comprehensive collections online of documents relevant to all phases and aspects of the 

Great War. Comes complete with images, extensive original document quotations, and a suite of links to 

other relevant web pages. Highly recommended.
6. The Russian Revolution of 1917

http://academic.mu.edu/meissnerd/russian-rev.htm
Excellent overview of the Russian Revolution.
7. Russian Revolution: Primary Sources

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook39.asp
A collection of primary source excerpts dealing with the Russian Revolution.
8. The Poetry of WWI
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/articles/detail/70139
An excellent sample of WWI poetry, this site contains dozens of poems written during and about the war, organized chronologically.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course: How World War I Started
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd2ch4XV84s
The watershed event of the twentieth century and largest war in history up to that time broke out incredibly fast. This clip examines the events and people that took Europe from peace to war in just a few weeks, and for this clip, the dates matter.
2. Crash Course: Who Started WWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_pFCpKtwCkI
The origin of WWI is as complicated as it is confusing. Was a single nation responsible? Was a single event responsible? This clip examines the long term, short term, and trigger effects that led to the outbreak of the war.
3. Crash Course: America in WWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y59wErqg4Xg
The Great War was particularly significant for the United States because it was the beginning of American dominance in global politics and economics. By draining Europe of resources, money, and population, WWI set the stage for what Henry Luce called “The American Century.”

4. Crash Course: Archdukes, Cynicism, and World War I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XPZQ0LAlR4
The scope and scale of WWI meant that the conflict did more than just witness the sacrifice of tremendous amounts of blood and treasure; it also fundamentally reshaped the way the nations involved viewed war, governments, religion, and other facets of daily life. This clip examines some of the less tangible influences of the Great War.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

California Goes to War

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/wALSW5Q6KBX4IA
Explore an exhibit on the United States entering World War I. On April 4, 1917, the U.S. Senate voted 82 to 6 to declare war against Germany. Two days later, the United States formally entered the First World War, casting aside President Woodrow Wilson’s pledge of neutrality. This decision was primarily predicated upon the German use of submarine warfare against merchants and civilians. Public opinion in the U.S. turned against Germany, but the U.S. military was not entirely prepared to enter the war. In order to raise troops, Wilson adopted a policy of conscription, that is, forced military service through the draft. 
Russian Revolution, 1917

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m06fby
View images from the Russian Revolution. World War I placed a tremendous strain upon Russia’s government and economy, which was manifested in food shortages and starvation. Fifteen million men were taken from Russian farms, causing a labor shortage. Trains that were used to move food from agricultural hubs into urban areas were deployed for war efforts instead. In 1917 there were food riots in Petrograd. The tsar’s soldiers mutinied and joined the riots, and the government lost control of the country.
Tartu 1914–1918

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/IgLyovtaVf-mLw
Explore an exhibit on Tartu after World War I. In 1915, during World War I, Estonia was caught between two violent forces, the Germans and the Russians. By September 1915, the war had reached Southern Estonia, causing mass evacuations, mainly to Valka and Tartu. The Germans and the Russians would battle politically, diplomatically, and militarily to take control of the country, treating Estonia as a pawn rather than an independent polity. The Germans would eventually take Estonia as a condition of their peace treaty with Russia, which agreed to waive all claims upon the country.
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