CHAPTER 24

AN AGE OF MODERNITY, ANXIETY, AND IMPERIALISM, 1894–1914

__________________________________________________________
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Summarize developments in science, intellectual affairs, and the arts that “opened the way to a modern consciousness” in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

· Describe how the new modern consciousness differed from earlier worldviews.

· Discuss the gains that were made in the movement for women’s rights.

· Describe how new right-wing politics affected Jews in different parts of Europe.

· Analyze the political problems faced by Great Britain, France, Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Russia from 1894 to 1914 and their solutions.

· Identify the causes of the new imperialism that emerged after 1880 and the effects of Europe’s quest for colonies in Africa and Asia.

· Debate whether the Bismarckian system of alliances successfully kept the peace.

· Summarize the issues between the international crises that Europe faced in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

24-1 Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments


24-1a Developments in the Sciences: The Emergence of a New Physics



• The Work of Einstein


24-1b Toward a New Understanding of the Irrational: Nietzsche


24-1c Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis


24-1d The Impact of Darwin: Social Darwinism and Racism


24-1e The Culture of Modernity

• Naturalism and Symbolism in Literature

• Modernism in the Arts  

24-2 Politics: New Directions and New Uncertainties

24-2a The Movement for Women’s Rights


• New Professions



• The Right to Vote



• The New Woman


24-2b Jews in the European Nation-State


24-2c The Transformation of Liberalism: Great Britain


24-2d France: Travails of the Third Republic 


24-2e Growing Tensions in Germany


24-2f Austria-Hungary: The Problem of the Nationalities 

24-2g Industrialization and Revolution in Imperial Russia


24-2h The Rise of the United States


24-2i The Growth of Canada

24-3 The New Imperialism


24-3a Impetus for the New Imperialism


24-3b The Creation of Empires



• The Scramble for Africa




• Imperialism in Asia

24-3c Responses to Imperialism



• Africa



• China



• Japan



• India


24-3d Results of the New Imperialism

24-4 International Rivalry and the Coming of War


24-4a New Directions and New Crises


24-4b Crises in the Balkans, 1908–1913

FOCUS QUESTIONS

24-1 Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments

What developments in science, intellectual affairs, and the arts in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries “opened the way to a modern consciousness,” and how did this consciousness differ from earlier worldviews?

24-2 Politics: New Directions and New Uncertainties

What gains did women make in their movement for women’s rights? How did a new right-wing politics affect the Jews in different parts of Europe? What political problems did Great Britain, France, Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Russia face between 1894 and 1914, and how did they solve those problems?

24-3 The New Imperialism

What were the causes of the new imperialism that took place after 1880, and what effects did the European quest for colonies have on Africa and Asia?

24-4 International Rivalry and the Coming of War

What was the Bismarckian system of alliances, and how successful was it at keeping the peace? What issues lay behind the international crises that Europe faced in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

By the end of the nineteenth century, faith in reason, progress, and science was being subverted by a new modernity about the physical universe, the human mind, and in the arts. The anxieties about old certainties were seemingly confirmed by the Great War, which began in 1914.

The Newtonian mechanistic universe was challenged by the discovery of radiation and the randomness of subatomic particles. Albert Einstein claimed that time and space were relative to the observer, and that matter was a form of energy (E = mc2). Friedrich Nietzsche lauded the instinctive irrational. Dynamic figures he called “supermen” (German “Übermensch”) would transcend mass democracy and equality. Sigmund Freud argued that human behavior was governed by the unconscious, that childhood memories were repressed, and that the mind was a battleground between the pleasure-seeking id, the reason of the ego, and the conscience of the superego.  

Social Darwinists, arguing that society was also a survival of the fittest, justified laissez-faire government, but it was also used by nationalists and racists as a justification for war and inequality. Science challenged religion, but fundamentalists put their faith in the literal Bible. Others favored social reform based upon religious principles. 
In literature, Naturalism exhibited a mechanistic attitude toward human freedom. Symbolists denied objective reality; it was only symbols in the mind. Art Impressionism stressed the changing effects of light in the paintings of Camille Pissarro. In Post-Impressionism, Vincent van Gogh emphasized light but also structure in portraying subjective reality (photography mirrored objective reality). Pablo Picasso’s Cubism reconstructed subjects according to geometric forms. In music the musical dissonances of Igor Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring caused a riot at its Paris debut.

Many women demanded equal rights, including political equality; British suffragettes broke windows and went on hunger strikes to gain attention. Anti-Semitism revived. In France, Captain Alfred Dreyfus was imprisoned on trumped-up charges, and there were anti-Semitic political parties in Germany and Austria. In Russia, pogroms led many Jews to emigrate. Theodor Herzl claimed that Jews should have their own state in Palestine. British Liberals enacted social welfare legislation. Germany’s Social Democratic Party was opposed by the emperor and right-wing parties. In Russia, socialists turned to revolution; after the 1905 Revolution, Nicholas II accepted a weak Duma. By 1900, the United States was the world’s leading industrial nation. 

National rivalry, Social Darwinism, religious and humanitarian concerns, and economic demands of raw materials and overseas markets contributed to the New Imperialism. By 1914, Africa had been colonized. Britain occupied Australia and New Zealand and took over India from the East India Company. France colonized Indochina, and Russia expanded to the Pacific. China was unable to resist Western pressures, and Japan was forced to open its borders but modernized by borrowing from the West. An imperial United States emerged after 1898. 


After the unification of Germany, Bismarck formed the Triple Alliance of Germany, Italy, and Austria-Hungary. Russia turned to France, and Britain, fearing Germany’s ambitions, joined them in the Triple Entente. Austrian annexations in the Balkans were resented by Serbia. With Germany backing Austria and Russia supporting Serbia, a spark could set off a conflagration.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Emergence of Modernism in the Arts [a slide lecture]

2. The New Imperialism: Causes and Consequences

3. The Diplomatic Background to World War I: Was War Inevitable?

4. Modernity and Its Discontents: European Scientific and Artistic Investigations of Psychology and the Psychoses of Contemporary Life

5. Irrational Man: Nietzsche and Freud
6. The Sick Man of Europe: The Decline of the Ottoman Empire and Its Potential Consequences

7. Modernism in Music
8. Competition Overseas, Tensions in Europe: Imperialism and the Coming of World War I
9. The Impact of the New Physics on the Culture of the Twenty-First Century. 
MAP EXERCISES

1. Africa in 1914. MAP 24.3. What parts of Africa were still independent in 1914? Why? Which 

European nations controlled the largest territories in Africa? Can one ascertain from the map which areas would be of greatest value? Why or why not? Which of the European powers were the “have nots” in Africa? Could that be a cause for war in Europe? Why or why not? Why is the United States nowhere to be found on the map of colonial Africa? (p. 572, in section 24-3 The New Imperialism)
2. Asia in 1914. MAP 24.4. From a geographical perspective, why was China more subject to the foreign pressures of the New Imperialism than Japan? Compare and contrast Britain’s Asian empire with that of Germany. How can the differences be explained? Why does the United States only have a small share of territory in Asia? (p. 573, in section 24-3 The New Imperialism)
3. The Balkans in 1913. MAP 24.5. Which of the major European powers had the greatest opportunities in the Balkans and why? From a geographical perspective, why did the breakup of the Ottoman Empire have such a momentous impact on the history of Europe in the twentieth century? Why was the Austrian-Hungarian Empire so adamant on pushing back the Ottoman Empire? (p. 577, in section 24-4 International Rivalry and the Coming of War)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Freud and the Concept of Repression”: What did Freud mean by the concept of repression? What is the relationship between repression and the unconscious? What forces in modern European society would have contributed to force individuals into repressive modes of thinking and acting? Why is Freud considered to be one of the seminal figures of the twentieth century? (p. 556, in section 24-1 Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments)
2. “The Struggle for the Right to Vote”: In My Own Story, Emmeline Pankhurst, the British suffragette, defends the use of violence to promote votes for women. Was her decision to do so moral or tactical or both? Can it be said that the minds in European society are beginning to change due to the fact that more women are becoming louder with their argument? Most women in Britain did receive the vote after World War I, but historians question whether it was because of Pankhurst’s tactics or because of the active support in factories and elsewhere that women gave to the war effort. What do you think? (p. 563, in section 24-2 Politics: New Directions and New Uncertainties)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: White Man’s Burden, Black Man’s Burden”: What is the central argument in Kipling’s poem, “The White Man’s Burden”? Is he advocating European expansion and Western imperialism or is he pointing out the responsibilities that go with imperialism or both? Is the poem idealistic, racist, paternalistic, or something else? How so? Within European society, who might be inspired by Kipling’s poem and who would not? Compare the excerpt from Morel’s The Black Man’s Burden with Kipling’s poem. How does the piece by Morel challenge or undermine Kipling's beliefs? What are Morel’s criticisms of European imperialism in Africa? Would Morel’s condemnation of imperialism have a significant impact in the early twentieth century? Why or why not? By the early twenty-first century, which of the writers seems most relevant? Why? Does Morel’s poem speak for Asians under colonization? Is he then making the same mistake as Kipling in in portraying only one view of imperialism? (p. 569, in section 24-3 The New Imperialism)
4. “Does Germany Need Colonies?” How does Fabri justify the need for German colonization? What role does he see colonization playing in the development of Germany as a power? Which other European state does he suggest that Germany emulate, and why? (p. 571, in section 24-3 The New Imperialism) 
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students choose an area of culture (science, art, architecture, poetry, etc.) and research how modernism affected that area.
2. Have students compose an essay on Darwinism, bringing out the influence it had not only on society, but in other areas of human endeavor like politics and the arts. 
3. Have students compare and contrast political developments in Great Britain and France in the late nineteenth century. What role did liberalism play in each country? What about nationalism and imperialism?
4. If you have a small class, divide it into teams and have the teams debate the pros and cons of 

Western imperialism. 
5. Have students discuss the connections between industrialization and the New Imperialism. How did industrialization make imperialism possible? How did it make imperialism desirable?
6. Have students debate Newtonian physics and the idea of absolute truth with Einstein and the idea of relative truth. What are the benefits and disadvantages to each system? How has each helped western society to progress, and how has it been detrimental?
7. Have students examine the “Balkan question” throughout the nineteenth century up to 1914, and then discuss the possible causes that might explain why that particular region was so unsettled, disruptive, and explosive for so long (even into the twenty-first century).

8. Compare “Bloody Sunday” and the other events leading up to Russia’s involvement with WWI to events in the United States and France leading up their own revolutions a century before. Can you see any patterns or trends in how revolutions begin and lead to the downfall of monarchs? 
9. In the context of the early twenty-first century, have students discuss and debate the advantages and the limitations of international treaties/agreements as a method to respond to today’s challenges in comparison to the international treaties of the late nineteenth/early twentieth centuries.
10. Suggest that students debate/discuss the social and cultural differences between the early twentieth century and the early twenty-first century. What has changed and what has not?

INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. Sigmund Freud
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/bhfreu.html 
PBS exploration of Freud and his ideas.
2. Museo Picasso (Pablo Picasso Museum Online)
http://www.museupicasso.bcn.es/en/ 
Excellent site with paintings by the modernist master. One of the best websites dedicated to the work of a single artist.
3. The Rodin Museum, Paris

http://www.rodinmuseum.org/?gclid=CNGQnp2x58cCFdCRHwodys4B1g
Fine site in English with excellent examples of Rodin’s modern French sculpture and other art works. Includes chronology of the artist’s life and links to other resources on the art and history of the era.
4. Pissarro Gallery
https://www.camille-pissarro.org/
Excellent online collection of Pissarro works.
5. Musée Marmottan Monet

http://www.marmottan.fr/uk/
Superb site of a small museum in Paris housing one of the foremost collections of Monet’s Impressionist works in the world—gorgeous online images and history of the museum’s collections and benefactors over time. Highly recommended.
6. Internet History Sourcebook: Imperialism

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook34.asp
A fairly extensive collection of primary sources relating to the different stages, areas, and themes of the European imperialism.
7. The British Empire: An Internet Gateway

http://www.ualberta.ca/~janes/EMPIRE.html
Excellent collection of resources for study of the British Empire.
8. Willy-Nicky Telegrams
https://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The_Willy-Nicky_Telegrams
On the eve of WWI, the kaiser and the tsar, two of the men most responsible for the war’s outbreak and expansion, sent a series of letters urging the other to deescalate and not risk turning a Balkan war into a European one. Were they sincere, or only posturing?
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Nietzsche
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHWbZmg2hzU&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb&index=16
Nietzsche is quoted as frequently as he is misunderstood, and his ideas are as radical as they were misinterpreted. From nihilism to National Socialism, Nietzsche’s ideas most definitely left their mark on the modern world. This clip introduces his basic ideas in context.
2. Nietzsche’s Superman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb&index=17
One of Nietzsche’s most influential ideas was the “superman” the individuals who would dare to challenge modern morality, and social and political norms and set a new standard for the world to aspire to. This idea heavily influences Hitler in the mid-1930s.
3. Psychotherapy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQaqXK7z9LM&list=PLwxNMb28XmpcpxBm1RoGRx4mVKNRIrKkG&index=7
Sigmund Freud created the concept of psychotherapy. As the father of psychoanalysis, the subconscious, and the Oedipus complex, Freud’s theories challenged prevailing beliefs about people’s motivations and actions and suggested that there are powerful forces at work in our minds that we aren’t even aware of. 

4. Crash Course: Imperialism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alJaltUmrGo
This clip introduces the various social, political, and economic factors that led to European imperialism coming to dominate nearly the entire earth by the turn of the twentieth century.
5. Crash Course: Asian Responses to Imperialism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxmWfbXS4Pw
As a complementary clip to the one above, this video looks at European colonization in Asia in the nineteenth century from the perspective of the colonized.

6. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

The Birth of the Eiffel Tower

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/AQJMpLxJ
Explore an exhibit on the birth of the Eiffel Tower. Alexandre Gustave Eiffel was a French civil engineer and architect. He was known for his work in steel: bridges for the French railway network, the Garabit viaduct, and the Eiffel Tower, built in 1899 for the Universal Expo. Eiffel based his tower on an engineering method developed by Romanian engineer Gheorghe Pănculescu, who was also asked to consult on the project. Eiffel documented Pănculescu's contributions in 1887, at the start of the project, but to the world it is Eiffel's Tower.
Marie Curie

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/ARlN_8xF
Explore more about the life of Maria Curie. Maria Sklodowska was born in Warsaw in 1867. She had a keen mind for mathematics, a rare gift for concentration, and a dream of studying medicine in an era where such things were inconceivable for women. In 1891, she moved to Paris and, as a self-taught, foreign female, earned degrees in physics and engineering. Maria Sklodowska, also known as Marie Curie earned a PhD in physics from the Université de la Sorbonne in 1903. Thus, the first woman to earn a doctorate in the history of France was a Polish immigrant.
Coco Chanel: Modernism

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/7QKCy_v7yDpuIg
Learn more about twentieth-century fashion designer Coco Chanel. Modernism focused on simplicity of form in support of function. Gabrielle Bonheur “Coco” Chanel brought this idea to women’s fashion. She believed “Simplicity is the keynote of all elegance,” and was a pioneer in introducing trousers as women’s wear. She used jersey fabric, which at the time was only used in the manufacturing of men’s underwear. Chanel made fashion women could live in, move in, and be comfortable in, allowing them to enter the workplace, and the world, in an affordably fashionable way.

Creating a Female Political Culture

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/-gJyl3xbVhcMJA
Explore an exhibit on women’s suffrage. In order to expand the right to vote to include women, politicians and suffragettes needed supporters. Women in particular had to make a case for expanding their social roles outside of the domestic sphere. Protests, political cartoons, and pamphlets promoted the idea that women had a higher moral nature that would be a benefit to the male-dominated political sphere. Women turned political and social reform into a moral and civic necessity, pushing their way into the political arena by appealing to the public’s conscience.
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