CHAPTER 23

MASS SOCIETY IN AN “AGE OF PROGRESS,” 1871–1894

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the Second Industrial Revolution and its effect on European economic and social life.

· Summarize the role of socialist parties and trade unions in improving conditions for the working classes.

· Define the characteristics of a mass society.

· Describe the roles and expectations of women in the late nineteenth century, and the extent to which reality matched ideology.

· Analyze the general political trends in western European nations in the late nineteenth century and differentiate them from the policies pursued in Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

23-1 The Growth of Industrial Prosperity


23-1a New Products

23-1b New Markets


23-1c New Patterns in an Industrial Economy



• The Spread of Industrialization



• A World Economy


23-1d Women and Work: New Job Opportunities 


23-1e Organizing the Working Classes



• Socialist Parties



• Evolutionary Socialism



• Trade Unions

23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society


23-2a Population Growth


23-2b Emigration


23-2c Transformation of the Urban Environment



• Improving Living Conditions



• Housing Needs


23-2d Social Structure of the Mass Society



• The Upper Classes



• The Middle Classes



• The Lower Classes


23-2e The “Woman Question”: The Role of Women



• The Middle-Class Family



• The Working-Class Family


23-2f Education in the Mass Society



• Universal Elementary Education




• Female Teachers



• Literacy and the Mass Newspaper


23-2g Mass Leisure


23-2h Mass Consumption

23-3 The National State


23-3a Western Europe: The Growth of Political Democracy



• Reform in Britain



• The Third Republic in France 



• Italy


23-3b Central and Eastern Europe: Persistence of the Old Order



• Germany



• Austria-Hungary



• Russia

FOCUS QUESTIONS

23-1 The Growth of Industrial Prosperity

What was the Second Industrial Revolution, and what effects did it have on European economic and social life? What roles did socialist parties and trade unions play in improving conditions for the working classes?

23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society

What is a mass society, and what were its main characteristics? What role were women expected to play in society and family life in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and how closely did patterns of family life correspond to this ideal?

23-3 The National State

What general political trends were evident in the nations of western Europe in the last decades of the nineteenth century, and how did these trends differ from the policies pursued in Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia?

CHAPTER SUMMARY

A Second Industrial Revolution occurred in the later nineteenth century, a revolution of steel, chemicals, electricity, and the internal combustion engine. Higher wages fueled internal markets. Tariffs replaced free trade, and cartels monopolized production. Germany became the industrial leader as Britain was overly cautious in adopting new technologies. Europe was divided into an industrialized north and a poorer south and east, and, worldwide, European manufactured goods and investment capital was exported abroad in exchange for raw materials.

The status of women improved somewhat in service and white-color jobs as typists and clerks. Prostitution remained an avenue for survival for many women. Working-class political parties, such as Germany’s Social Democratic Party, were established. The Second International, 1889, hoped to coordinate Marxist socialist parties, but unity floundered on the shoals of nationalism as well as disagreements between the advocates of the revolutionary class struggle and those who envisioned socialism being achieved democratically. Trade unions were most successful in Britain. 
Europe’s population reached to 460 million by 1910. Due to economic reasons, many migrated from the poorer east and south to the industrialized north. They also hoped to escape ethnic and religious persecution. In the industrial north, urban populations constituted up to 80 percent of the total. Urban conditions improved because of building codes and better housing, cleaner water, and new sewage systems. Governments often took the lead in contrast to earlier laissez-faire, but wealthy reformer-philanthropists also established model houses and new garden towns. Old city walls were torn down, and workers commuted by trains and streetcars to the new suburbs. In redesigned cities, such as Paris and Vienna, parks and wide roads were built.

The standard of living generally improved. The elite were 5 percent of the population but controlled 30-40 percent of the wealth, as old landed wealth merged with the new industrial wealth. The middle classes, with their values of hard work and propriety, encompassed the upper middle class professionals down to the lower middle class white-collar clerks and bank tellers. Family togetherness was the aim, with a new focus upon the child. The lower classes made up 80 percent of the population, but with rising wages many workers adopted middle class values. Industrialism reinforced traditional female inferiority: women stayed at home while men went out to work. The birthrate dropped as families limited the number of children. 

Because of expanding voting rights and the need to have an electorate educated in national values, most states assumed responsibility for mass compulsory education up to the age of twelve. Literacy rates reached almost 100 percent in northern Europe, leading to a demand for mass newspapers, filled with sports and sensationalism. New leisure hours, including the weekend, led to new mass entertainment; the music hall and dance halls were popular, as was organized tourism for the middle classes. Sports were also organized, on an amateur basis in the elite schools and professionally as in American baseball. 

By the end of the century most British males had the vote. In France, the Third Republic was established despite opposition from monarchists, army officers, and the Catholic clergy. Italy was troubled by regional differences, political corruption, and ever-changing governments. The traditional order lasted longer in central and eastern Europe. In Germany, where the popularly elected Reichstag lacked power, Bismarck implemented social welfare programs to seduce the workers away from socialism. After the assassination of Russia’s Alexander II, the reactionary Alexander III (r. 1881–1894) and Nicholas II (r. 1894–1917) opposed all reforms.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Impact of the Second Industrial Revolution on the Political Transformation of Europe

2. The Middle Classes and Nineteenth-Century European Society

3. Nationalism in the Age of Mass Society: The Role of Mass Politics

4. Mass Consumption and Mass Leisure
5. The Evolution of European Socialism
6. Women in the Late Nineteenth Century: Opportunities and Obstacles
7. Entrenched Authoritarianism in Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia
8. Class Identity in Late Nineteenth-Century Europe
9. France and Britain in the Late Nineteenth Century: Similarities and Differences

10. Reimagining the Urban Environment
MAP EXERCISES


1. The Industrial Regions of Europe at the End of the Nineteenth Century. MAP 23.1. Which parts of Europe were the most industrially developed by 1900 and what areas were the least developed industrially? How do you account for the differences? Are the causes political, cultural, social, resource availability, or others? Why would the railroad industry be more advanced in Northern Europe than Southern Europe? (p. 530, in section 23-1 The Growth of Industrial Prosperity)
2. Population Growth in Europe, 1820–1900. MAP 23.2. Compare the two maps, one representing the year 1820 and the other the year 1900. Which regions experienced the greatest population growth? What are the factors that might explain the growth differences between areas? Why would the populations in Spain and Portugal not grow as fast as the rest of Europe? (p. 534, in section 23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 


1. “The Department Store and the Beginnings of Mass Consumerism”: What does this document tell us about the growth of a new mass consumerism? What were the roots or the causes of the mass consumerism of the nineteenth century? How does this reflect the purchasing power of the average European population? What were the broader socioeconomic repercussions of nineteenth century changes in the sites and the scale of European retail trade? (p. 528, in section 23-1 The Growth of Industrial Prosperity)
2. “The Housing Venture of Octavia Hill”: Discuss the housing venture of Octavia Hill. What did she hope to achieve? Was she successful? Why or why not? What does this document tell you about the new ambitions and civic responsibilities of private philanthropists in modern European urban society? Is this type of venture common among philanthropists today? Why or why not? (p. 536, in section 23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: Advice to Women: Two Views”: According to Elizabeth Poole Sanford, what is the proper role of women? What particular social class is she addressing? What forces in late nineteenth-century European society do you believe merged to shape Sanford’s understanding of “proper” gender roles? Was Sanford a merely a product of her own era? Why or why not? How does Nora, in Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, challenge Sanford’s claims as to the proper role of women? Which seems more relevant to today’s western world, and why? (p. 539, in section 23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society)
4. “Women’s Soccer, 1881”: What was the basis for judging the game as a “failure”? Why did society see playing sports as a masculine activity? Does society still see sports that way? What may have been the motivation of the female players to organize these two games? In what ways were the women complimented? In what ways do sports teams and competitions reflect nationalism? (p. 545, in section 23-2 The Emergence of a Mass Society)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do a comparison and contrast research study to evaluate mass consumerism in European and American society. Identify the department stores and catalog outlets that had developed by the late 1800s and early 1900s.
2. Have students choose a large European city of the nineteenth century such as London, Paris, or Berlin, and prepare a graph of the city’s population growth over the course of the century, and then write an essay on the socio-cultural and socio-political changes that occurred in this city related to population shifts.

3. Ask students to explore the motivations, actions, and results of the public health and housing reform movements. Have them examine the ideas of such figures as V. A. Huber and Octavia Hill, and decide whether enlightened self-interest, altruism, or some blend of the two was most influential, and why.

4. Suggest that students examine elementary educational pedagogy and curriculum in the nineteenth century and compare those to elementary education in the early twentieth century. Have them focus on the issues of physical fitness and organized sports as a school extra-curricular activity in the modern public school system.
5. Ask students to examine the status of women in the nineteenth century and then discuss or debate “the woman question” then with “the woman question” now, focusing upon what has been gained and what has not yet been achieved.

6. Suggest students explore and define what is meant by a “mass society,” and in a debate or discussion compare and contrast the mass society of the late nineteenth century with today’s mass society.

7. Have students discuss the relationships, if any, between the development of political democracy in western Europe by the late nineteenth century and the growth of a mass society at the same time in the same place. 
8. Have students compare revolutionary and evolutionary socialism and discuss why the movement fractured. Look for patterns regarding what kind of people gravitated to each side.

9. Is the term “Second Industrial Revolution” worthy of the title? Was it truly a revolution, or simply the natural building upon what the first Industrial Revolution accomplished? 
INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. Octavia Hill’s Birthplace
http://www.octaviahill.org/ 
Interesting additional information regarding housing during the late 1800s era.
2. Internet Modern History Sourcebook

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
See in particular the subsection here on “The Long Nineteenth Century.” Excellent online selection of relevant documents.
3. Cathedrals of Consumption

http://www.historicaleye.com/ma-work/cathedrals-of-consumption.html 

A website exploring the rise of department stores in Britain.
4. Social Classes: Paris in the Nineteenth Century

http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/gallery/paris/social_classes/index.html
With the arrival of the Second Industrial Revolution, European society dramatically stratified, but the simple delineation of upper, middle, and working classes is rather general. This site shows the complexity of European social classes by focusing on Paris and explains what kind of daily life each class experienced.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. Crash Course: Capitalism and Socialism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3u4EFTwprM&index=33&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
With the advent of the Second Industrial Revolution, societies again struggled with questions and theories of wealth and inequality. This video examines the two main theories that drove the revolution as well as the reaction to it.
2. Mass Politics and Political Challenge from the Left
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNZf75jGe_I&list=PLE653BF062C136B62&index=7
In this lecture from Yale Courses, viewers will learn about the split in socialist movements at the end of the nineteenth century by looking at examples of French socialist parties and figures.
3. Karl Marx

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok&index=11
Socialist movements in Europe divided because of different interpretations of Marx. This clip introduces Marx’s basic theories and places them in their historical context.
4. Gender in 19th Century Britain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkJJFX8Qn90
How did the changes in the latter half of nineteenth century Europe affect the status of women? This clip from the British Library examines what changed in the daily life of women in England.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Rosa Bonheur

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0jr4v
View works by another French realist artist, Rosa Bonheur, who specialized in animal paintings and sculpture. The most famous of her time, and a bit of a rebel, she had a special dispensation from the French government to wear pants while she worked. Male clothing was a pragmatic concession, though Rosa also found they fit her personal taste. She once remarked, “As far as males go, I only like the bulls I paint.” She is celebrated today as a feminist icon.
Sex No Crime: Women's Rights in Great Britain Before the Suffragettes

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/QRnZ4fYt
Learn more about pre-suffrage rights for women. In the nineteenth century, political hot topics were discussed and debated through pamphlets, which were an inexpensive way for individuals and groups to participate in the issues of the day. Since the seventeenth century, politically active British men and women had been using pamphlets to push back against laws and social conventions that relegated women to the domestic sphere, severely curtailed their ability to inherit, and denied them the vote. Pamphleteers were the grassroots organizers of their day.
Football Boots: The Evolution of Soccer in Footwear

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/8wLCyNU2kA61Jg
Explore an exhibit on the evolution of soccer as seen through footwear. In the second half of the nineteenth century, the idea of leisure was introduced to the labor forces of the industrialized nations. Free time gave individuals an opportunity to engage in amusement. Sports became increasingly popular, resulting in codified and official rules. As sports grew in popularity, standardized equipment became necessary, leading to the mass-production of specialized gear for the players. Out of play and leisure, entirely new industries grew.
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