CHAPTER 22

AN AGE OF NATIONALISM AND REALISM, 1850-1871

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the characteristics of Napoleon III’s government and how his foreign policy contributed to the unification of Italy and Germany.

· Summarize Cavour’s and Bismarck’s actions to bring about unification in Italy and Germany, including the role of war.

· Debate whether the reform efforts of the Austrian Empire, Russia, and Great Britain between 1850 and 1870 were successful in alleviating each nation’s problems.

· Summarize and debate the key ideas of Karl Marx.

· Explain how the belief that the world should be viewed realistically manifested itself in science, literature, and art in the second half of the nineteenth century.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

22-1 The France of Napoleon III


22-1a Louis Napoleon: Toward the Second Empire


22-1b The Second Napoleonic Empire


22-1c Foreign Policy: The Mexican Adventure


22-1d Foreign Policy: The Crimean War



•. The Ottoman Empire



• War in the Crimea

22-2 National Unification: Italy and Germany


22-2a The Unification of Italy



• The Leadership of Cavour




•. The Efforts of Garibaldi 

22-2b The Unification of Germany



• Bismarck



• The Danish War (1864)



• The Austro-Prussian War (1866)


• The Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871)

22-3 Nation Building and Reform: The National State in Midcentury


22-3a The Austrian Empire: Toward a Dual Monarchy


22-3b Imperial Russia


22-3c Great Britain: The Victorian Age


22-3d The United States: Slavery and War 



• The Civil War


22-3e The Emergence of a Canadian Nation

22-4 Industrialization and the Marxist Response


22-4a Marx and Marxism

22-5 Science and Culture in an Age of Realism


22-5a A New Age of Science


22-5b Charles Darwin and the Theory of Organic Evolution


22-5c Realism in Literature 


22-5d Realism in Art

FOCUS QUESTIONS

22-1 The France of Napoleon III

What were the characteristics of Napoleon III’s government, and how did his foreign policy contribute to the unification of Italy and Germany?

22-2 National Unification: Italy and Germany

What actions did Cavour and Bismarck take to bring about unification in Italy and Germany, respectively, and what role did war play in their efforts?

22-3 Nation Building and Reform: The National State in Midcentury

What efforts for reform occurred in the Austrian Empire, Russia, and Great Britain between 1850 and 1870, and how successful were they in alleviating each nation’s problems?

22-4 Industrialization and the Marxist Response

What were the main ideas of Karl Marx?

22-5 Science and Culture in an Age of Realism

How did the belief that the world should be viewed realistically manifest itself in science, literature, and art in the second half of the nineteenth century?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Louis Napoleon was elected president of France’s Second Republic in 1848, but when the National Assembly refused to sanction a second term, he led a coup d’etat against his own government, and, with the approval of the French voters, he became Emperor Napoleon III. Against the tide of laissez-faire liberalism, his regime took the economic lead, notably in the rebuilding of Paris. The decline of the Ottoman Empire sparked the Crimean War (1854–1856), the result of Britain and France’s fear of Russian expansion. Russian ambitions were thwarted in the costly conflict, and both Russia and Britain subsequently retreated from European affairs during the era of the unification of Germany and Italy. 

Italian unification was led by Count Camillo di Cavour (d. 1861), prime minister of Piedmont-Sardinia. An alliance was made with France against Austria, and victories in 1859 enlarged Piedmont’s territory. Giuseppe Garibaldi (d. 1882) led an uprising against the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and in 1861 a kingdom of Italy under Piedmont’s House of Savoy was realized except for Rome and Venetia, which were taken over by 1870. 

In 1862, Otto von Bismarck became Prussia’s prime minister. A brilliant diplomat, he maneuvered larger Austria into declaring war against Prussia in 1866. With its superior army, victorious Prussia united the northern states into the North German Confederation. In 1870, Bismarck edited an exchange between a French envoy and the Prussian king to make it appear that the king had insulted France. In the subsequent war, France was defeated, and the Second German Empire was the result. Under Bismarck, nationalism was allied with conservatism, whereas earlier in the century nationalism had been associated with liberalism.

Hungarians in Austria capitalized on Austria’s weakness following the defeat at the hands of Prussia to push for more autonomy, and Austria compromised with Hungarian nationalists, creating the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. Russia’s defeat in the Crimean War led to reforms under Alexander II (r. 1855–1881), including the freeing of millions of serfs. Conservatives feared the tsar went too far, but others wanted more reform, which led to the tsar’s assassination in 1881. Britain escaped disruption because of economic growth and Parliament’s willingness to make necessary reforms. The American Civil War (1861–1865) ended with the Union preserved and slavery abolished, and in 1867, Britain gave Canada dominion status, including the right to rule itself in domestic matters. 

Karl Marx (d. 1883), with Friedrich Engels (d. 1895), published The Communist Manifesto in 1848, but initially it passed unnoticed. According the Marx, “the history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.” In the modern world it was the middle-class, or the bourgeoisie, which controlled the means of production, but Marx predicted that the proletariat would rise up, reorganize society on a socialist model, and create a classless society. The Second Industrial Revolution took place in the latter nineteenth century, this time led by Germany and the United States, and brought Marxism to the front of socialist ideology.   


Another consequence of this second revolution was in science; the laws of thermodynamics, the germ theory of disease, electromagnetic induction, and chemistry’s periodic law changed the world, as did Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859), with its theory of the struggle for existence, natural selection, and the emergence of new species. In health care, Louis Pasteur and others developed vaccines against specific diseases, the antiseptic principle reduced infections, and the discovery of chloroform lessened surgery’s pain. Medical schools and medical associations were established, although initially closed to women. 
It was the age of realism in the arts as a reaction to the dreaminess and transcendence of Romanticism, exemplified in the novels of Gustave Flaubert and the works of Charles Dickens. Gustave Courbet painted scenes of everyday life and Dickens wrote of the real experiences of Britain’s working class. 
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Role of War in the Unification of Germany.
2. Austria-Hungary and the Challenges of a Heterogeneous State
3. The Triumph of Scientific Thought in the Nineteenth Century 

4. The Rise and Fall of German Liberalism
5. Realism in European Fine Art [a slide lecture]

6. Liberalism and Romanticism in the Unification of Italy
7. The Two Napoleons, Similarities and Differences

8. Great Britain: Reform, Not Revolution
9. The American Civil War, the First of the Modern Wars

MAP EXERCISES


1. The Crimean War. MAP 22.1. What does the geographic location of the Crimea suggest about the reasons various countries went to war over it? What was to be gained or lost? Did one side seem to have more of an advantage because of location, and did that advantage pan out? (p. 505, in section 22-1 The France of Napoleon III)
2. The Unification of Italy. MAP 22.2. From the map, what challenges or difficulties did Count Camillo di Cavour of Piedmont face while eventually unifying Italy? Was any other Italian state any better positioned to unify the peninsula? Based upon geography and population, which foreign nation might pose the greatest threat to the newly independent Italy? (p. 507, in section 22-2 National Unification: Italy and Germany)
3. The Unification of Germany. MAP 22.3. How essential was Prussia and its territories to Bismarck’s plan to unify the Germanic territories? Could he have succeeded if he came from another German state? Why or why not? (p. 509, in section 22-2 National Unification: Italy and Germany)
4. Europe in 1871. MAP 22.4. From a geographical perspective, why was the unification of Germany in 1871 a watershed event in modern European history? What geographical necessities might be missing should Germany hope to develop into a major European power? (p. 511, in section 22-3 Nation Building and Reform: The National State in Midcentury)
5. Ethnic Groups in the Dual Monarchy, 1867. MAP 22.5. In an age of nationalism, what was the likely future of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and why? Why did Austria concede to Hungarian demands in 1867 but not to the other ethnic groups making up its empire? (p. 512, in section 22-3 Nation Building and Reform: The National State in Midcentury)

THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Opposing Viewpoints: The Practice of Realpolitik: Two Approaches”: What do these three selections reveal about the “politics of reality”? How and why do Louis Napoleon’s strategies differ from those of Bismarck? In what ways are they similar? Do the similarities outweigh the differences in significance? Why or why not? (p. 503, in section 22-1 The France of Napoleon III) 

2. “Emancipation: Serfs and Slaves”: Compare and contrast the “emancipation proclamations” of 

Alexander II and President Lincoln. What are the differences between them, if any? How did each of the leaders justify their actions? Were both equally effective? What was the aftermath in both nations? Was the tsar or Lincoln more successful in meeting the goals of emancipation? (p. 513, in section 22-3 Nation Building and Reform: The National State in Midcentury)
3. “The Classless Society”: What steps did Marx and Engels believe would lead to a classless society? Marx claimed to be a scientific socialist. What might make Marxism “scientific”? Although Marx criticized early socialists as utopian, does his own socialism appear equally utopian? Are Marx and 

Engels overly optimistic? Why or why not? Are Marx’s thoughts more about resentment of the bourgeoisie, or is he really trying to champion the proletariat? (p. 518, in section 22-4 Industrialization and the Marxist Response)
4. “Flaubert and Image of Bourgeois Marriage”: What does this excerpt from Madame Bovary suggest about the roles of women and the nature of bourgeois lifestyles in mid-nineteenth-century France? Was romantic love an important component of Charles and Emma’s relationship? Why or why not? (p. 521, in section 22-5 Science and Culture in an Age of Realism)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do a comparative study of Cavour and Bismarck, especially their personalities and the methods by which they unified their countries.

2. Have students compare and contrast the authoritarian governments of Napoleon III’s France, Bismarck’s Germany, Alexander II’s Russia, and Francis Joseph’s Austria-Hungary. How did each respond to pressure for social, economic, and political reform?
3. Suggest that students debate the proposition that “nationalism was the true religion of the nineteenth century.”

4. Numerous books and websites discuss Queen Victoria and the Victorian era. Encourage students to use these sources in reporting on a major aspect of English urban society and culture of the period. Identify how the works of Charles Dickens fit into the English urban society.
5. Have students do a paper on the ideas of Karl Marx and the degree to which key elements of his 

thought have either failed to or continued to influence current political systems. 
6. Like Marx, Darwin has been used, abused, and misinterpreted. Have students examine the ideas and actions that have stemmed from Darwinism and argue for or against these as either uses or abuses of Darwinism.
7. Have students do a comparative study of Realism and Romanticism in art, music, and literature, focusing upon particular individuals or works.

8. Have students argue for or against the concept of the Sonderweg in Germany history. Is it a legitimate theory, and to what extent can it be used in analyzing European development in the nineteenth century?
9. Have students compare the similarities and differences of the aftermath of the abolition of slavery in the United States and that of serfdom in Imperial Russia.
10. Review the influence of the railroad development. Have students explain how the idea of an American transcontinental railroad influenced the development of western territories to apply for statehood. Identify how this became an issue that led to the American Civil War.

INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. Bitesize History: Bismarck and Unification
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/nationalism/unification/revision/1/
The BBC provides a more detailed look at Bismarck, the unification of Germany, and the question of the inclusion or exclusion of Austria in that unification.
2. The Victoria and Albert Museum
http://www.vam.ac.uk/ 
The venerable “Vic” online with news and virtual tours of the collection. Best subsection here is “Object in Focus,” a regularly updated analysis of some evocative piece from the museum’s peerless collections in English material culture and decorative arts. Excellent site for analysis of the effects of social and political change on contemporaneous English patterns of consumption, interior decoration, and adornment.
3. The Victorian Web
http://www.victorianweb.org/index.html 
A superb site with information on literature, visual arts, science, technology, gender issues, and politics of the era. Fine links to other relevant sites and detailed time lines here listing notable accomplishments of Victorian culture.
4. Gustave Courbet (1819–1877)

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/gust/hd_gust.htm
A thematic essay and slide show on the works of Courbet at the Metropolitan Museum of Art website.
5. Charles Dickens, Works

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/37
Online versions of all of Charles Dickens’s works at Project Gutenberg.
6. Realism
http://www.theartstory.org/movement-realism.htm
This website uses fewer words and more images than the Met in describing the genre and presenting 

examples of Realist art to explain the development and significance of the period.
7. The Crimean War
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/battles/crimea/
The British National Archives publishes this site as a general reference of the war’s outbreak, pivotal stages, and significance, but does so with links to primary sources held in the archives that students can view as part of the material.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course: Capitalism and Socialism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3u4EFTwprM&index=33&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
The latter half of the nineteenth century saw the dramatic expansion of industrialization, and with it an increase in the conflict between capitalism and socialism. This video introduces the ideologies and explains why the two have been in conflict since the Industrial Revolution.
2. Gustave Flaubert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XK8lZO39T-0&index=1&list=PLwxNMb28Xmpfv2COuuJaKzy6E2n8nSMdi
The School of Life introduces one of the most famous writers of Realism and explains why his work was not only a model of realist literature, but also why Realism grew when it did.
3. Charles Dickens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9dB9BZWDBU&index=2&list=PLwxNMb28Xmpfv2COuuJaKzy6E2n8nSMdi
Next to Shakespeare, Dickens is one of the most famous English writers in history, but while everyone knows A Christmas Carol, few are familiar with the books he wrote about life in industrial England, such as Hard Times. This short clip remedies that problem.
4. August Comte
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhVamhT4Q3s&list=PLwxNMb28XmpcoeCDO0VnGUavcLUFiNcAI&index=1
Comte is often called the Father of Sociology, but how does one create an entire academic discipline? This clip introduces Comte and positivism, and explains how Comte’s efforts contributed in the development of a core social science.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Napoleon III

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0gxct
Napoleon III was the only president of the French Second Republic. He was elected by a direct popular vote through universal male suffrage, rather than chosen by the National Assembly. The new constitution of the Second Republic, which instituted this system, also barred him from running for a second term. Unhappy with this regulation that put limits on his political ambition, he staged a coup in 1851 and took the throne as Emperor Napoleon III. He sent 6,000 French nationals to jail or penal colonies.
Queen Victoria

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0cw10
Britain was in an age of reform during Victoria’s reign from 1837 to 1901. Amid mounting pressures to abolish the monarchy, or at least the last vestiges of British aristocratic privilege, Victoria remained determined to retain the relevancy of the Crown in Britain’s government. By turning to new technologies like photography, she presided over the transformation of the British monarchy from a political to a public, ceremonial role, one that relied on the practice of an active, ever-present “celebrity” monarchy.
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