CHAPTER 21

REACTION, REVOLUTION, AND ROMANTICISM, 1815–1850

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Discuss the goals—and successes—of the Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe.
· Identify the tenets of conservatism, liberalism, nationalism, and utopian socialism, as well as the role of these ideologies in Europe in the first half of the nineteenth century.
· Describe the forces for change in France and Great Britain between 1830 and 1848 and the responses of each to these changes.
· Explain the causes of the revolutions of 1848 and the reasons behind their failure.

· Describe the characteristics of Romanticism and illustrate their reflection in literature, art, and music.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

21-1 The Conservative Order, 1815–1830


21-1a Conservative Domination



• The Concert of Europe



• The Revolt of Latin America




• The Greek Revolt 


21-1b Conservatives in the European States



• Great Britain



• Restoration in France



• The Italian States



• Repression in Central Europe



• Russia: Autocracy of the Tsars

21-2 The Ideologies of Change


21-2a Liberalism



• Economic Liberalism



• Political Liberalism


21-2b Nationalism


21-2c Early Socialism

21-3 Revolution and Reform, 1830–1850


21-3a The Revolutions of 1830


21-3b The Revolutions of 1848



• Another French Revolution



• Revolution in the Germanic States



• Upheaval in the Austrian Empire



• Revolts in the Italian States



• The Failures of 1848


21-3c The Maturing of the United States

21-4 Culture in an Age of Reaction and Revolution: The Mood of Romanticism


21-4a The Characteristics of Romanticism


21-4b Romantic Poets and the Love of Nature 


21-4c Romanticism in Art 


21-4d Romanticism in Music

FOCUS QUESTIONS

21-1 The Conservative Order, 1815–1830

What were the goals of the Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe, and how successful were they in achieving those goals?

21-2 The Ideologies of Change

What were the main tenets of conservatism, liberalism, nationalism, and utopian socialism, and what role did each ideology play in Europe in the first half of the nineteenth century?

21-3 Revolution and Reform, 1830–1850

What forces for change were present in France and Great Britain between 1830 and 1848, and how did each nation respond? What were the causes of the revolutions of 1848, and why did the revolutions fail?

21-4 Culture in an Age of Reaction and Revolution: The Mood of Romanticism

What were the characteristics of Romanticism, and how were they reflected in literature, art, and music?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

One of the many ideologies of the nineteenth century was conservatism, which developed in reaction to the excesses of liberalism seen in places like France during the Revolution. For classical conservatives, society and the state, not the individual, was paramount, in a world to be guided by tradition. The victors over Napoleon met at the Congress of Vienna, forming the Quadruple Alliance of Britain, Austria, Russia, and Prussia. Its guiding principle was “legitimacy,” or monarchical government, to be maintained by a balance of power. A new German Confederation replaced the Holy Roman Empire. The Quadruple Alliance became the Quintuple Alliance with the admittance of France. 
Acting as the Concert of Europe, the major powers intervened to uphold conservative governments. However, Britain, seeking new markets, opposed intervention when Spain’s Latin American colonies declared their independence. Britain was under conservative Tory rule until 1830 despite economic protests and demands for electoral reform. The Bourbons returned to France with Louis XVIII (1814–1824) and Charles X (1824–1830). Bourbon Spain and Italy remained under conservative rule. The reform hopes of German students and professors were never realized. Order was maintained in multiethnic Austria, and in Russia a reform movement was crushed in 1825. 

Liberalism grew out of the Enlightenment and the era of Revolutions. Freedom was the aim, both in politics and in economics; the state should have no responsibilities except in defense, policing, and public works construction. Natural rights and representative government were essential, but most liberals limited voting to male property owners. Nationalism, with its belief in a community with common traditions, language, and customs, also emerged from the French Revolution, threatening the status quo in divided Germany, Italy, and the multinational Austrian Empire. Utopian socialists envisioned cooperation rather than competitive capitalism, and voluntary socialist experiment communities were established and government workshops suggested. 

Revolutions continued to breakout throughout Europe as supporters of liberalism and conservatism clashed. In 1830, an uprising in France led to a constitutional monarchy headed by Louis-Philippe (1830–1848), supported by the upper middle-class. Belgium split off from the Netherlands, but national uprisings in Poland and Italy failed. In Britain, the franchise was widened to include the upper middle-classes, and free trade became the norm. The great revolutionary year was 1848. France’s Louis-Philippe fled into exile, and the Second Republic was established with universal manhood suffrage, but conflict developed between socialist demands and the republican political agenda. During the Frankfurt Assembly, middle class Germans tried to unite the German Confederation into a single nation with a constitutional monarch, but it failed. In Austria, liberal demands of Hungarians and others were put down. In Italy, there were uprisings against Austrian rule, and a republic was proclaimed in Rome, but conservatives regained control. 
Romanticism, a reaction against Enlightenment reason, favored intuition, feeling, and emotion. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote a popular novel about a youth who committed suicide for love. The brothers Grimm collected folk tales, and the Middle Ages inspired Sir Walter Scott. Mary Shelley and Edgar Allan Poe wrote about the bizarre, and Percy Bysshe Shelley and Lord George Byron were notable poets. Nature was often the subject in William Wordsworth’s poetry and the paintings of Caspar David Friedrich and J.M.W. Turner. In music, Ludwig von Beethoven and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart were major figures. Religious Romanticism was to be found in Catholicism’s medieval heritage and in Protestant revival movements.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Forces of Conservatism: Theory and Practice

2. The Forces of Change: Theory and Practice

3. Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Liberalism: Compare and Contrast

4. Varieties of Nationalism in the Nineteenth Century
5. The Romantic Movement in Art [a slide lecture]
6. 1830 and 1848: Winners and Losers

7. Romantic “Emotionalism” and Reactions to the Reason of the Enlightenment

8. The Evolution of Autocratic Rule in Central and Eastern Europe
9. Social and Political Divisions in Nineteenth-Century Europe
MAP EXERCISES

1. Europe after the Congress of Vienna, 1815. MAP 21.1. What changes had occurred in the map of Europe between 1789 and 1815? From the vantage point of 1815, what might be several predictions for the future of the German Confederation and the states of Italy? How did the opponents of France manipulate the map of Europe to prevent future French attempts to upset the territorial status quo? How might this lead to future resentment among European powers? (p. 481, in section 21-1 The Conservative Order [1815–1830]) 

2. Latin America in the First Half of the Nineteenth century. MAP 21.2. What might be some of the factors, historic and geographic, which led to the breakup of South America into so many separate nation states? What role did the European powers have in the development of national identities in South America? (p. 483, in section 21-1 The Conservative Order [1815–1830])
3. The Balkans by 1830. MAP 21.3. How does the location of the Balkans put it in a tenuous position? What major powers would be interested in expanding into the Balkans and why? (p. 484, in section 21-1 The Conservative Order [1815–1830])
4. Italy, 1815. MAP 21.4. What obstacles might have prevented Italy from unifying sooner? What seems to be dividing Italy into small territories and who can that be an impediment to unification? (p. 485, in section 21-1 The Conservative Order [1815–1830])
5. The Distribution of Languages in Nineteenth-Century Europe. MAP 21.5. Comparing this map with 21.1, what obvious challenges might face the Ottoman and Austrian empires in the decades after 1815? How did the linguistic distribution in those two empires compare with the linguistic circumstances in the German Confederation, France, and Italy? (p. 488, in section 21-2 The Ideologies of Change)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “The Voice of Conservatism: Metternich of Austria”: Based on Metternich’s discussion, how would you define conservatism? What experience obviously conditioned Metternich’s ideas? Was Metternich and early nineteenth century conservatism merely a reaction to the events of the French Revolution? Why or why not? Based on this selection, discuss the actual policies Metternich would have wanted his government to pursue. (p. 482, in section 21-1 The Conservative Order [1815–1830])
2. “The Voice of Liberalism: John Stuart Mill on Liberty”: How do Mill’s ideas fit into the concept of democracy, safety, and national security? What is more important in his thought: the individual or society? What do you believe to be the historic sources or inspirations of Mill’s ideas? What are the similarities and differences between Mill’s thoughts and Metternich’s ideas? (p. 487, in section 21-2 The Ideologies of Change)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: Response to Revolution: Two Perspectives”: What arguments did 

Macaulay use to support the Reform Bill of 1832? What do they tell you about the reasons Britain was able to avoid major revolutionary events at mid-century? In his speech, what social class in Britain was the crucial class to Macaulay? Why? Would you define Macaulay as a liberal or a conservative? Why was Schurz so excited when he heard the news about the revolution in France in 1848? Do you think being a university student would help explain his reaction? Was Schurz motivated more by liberalism or by nationalism or both? Explain. What do these selections reveal about the development of British and German politics in the nineteenth century? (p. 491, in section 21-3 Revolution and Reform [1830–1850])
4. “Beethoven’s Instrumental Music”: What elements or characteristics of Romanticism can be found in this critique of Beethoven? In what ways does the critique sound like a religious sermon? What are some other music genres that helped define other movements and time periods in history? Why does the critic consider Beethoven a “purely” romantic composer, superior to other geniuses like Mozart and Hayden? Who determines whether one artist or art form is “superior” to another? Is that justified? (p. 498, in section 21-4 Culture in an Age of Reaction and Revolution: The Mood of Romanticism) 
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do a close study of the work of the Congress of Vienna and the diplomatic and political maneuvering that took place. How does it compare to modern multinational meetings like the United Nations or various climate and economic summits?
2. Ask students to consider the concept of “conservatism” in the early nineteenth century and compare the conservatism(s) of that era with today’s conservatism(s).

3. Ask students to consider the concept of “liberalism” in the nineteenth century and compare the liberalism of that era with today’s liberalism.

4. Students should pick out one of the early European socialists like Owen or Fourier and do a short biographical sketch. Does the term “utopian” rightfully apply to their subject?

5. Have students write a short essay on the following question: “What explains the fact that the revolutions of 1848 moved from west to east?”
6. Have students compare a successful revolution of the era with an unsuccessful one and make an argument for why the one succeeded and the other failed.
7. Have students define and explore the concept of “romanticism” and then compare early nineteenth century romanticism with romanticism today, if any. Specific works should be referred to in this project.

8. The Romantic period produced great artists and musicians. Have students do a short oral report on one of these seminal creative figures, pointing out their role in the overall Romantic movement.

9. Have students debate on the role, influence, and objectivity of the press in political matters, in the nineteenth century and today.
10. Suggest students explore the claim that “nationalism” was the new religion of the nineteenth century.
INTERNET RESOURCES 

1. Documents of the Revolution of 1848 in France

https://history.hanover.edu/texts/fr1848.html
Part of the Hanover College online History Project. Excellent collection of fine primary sources rarely 

included in standard textbooks or print readers.
2. Encyclopedia of 1848 Revolutions
http://www.ohio.edu/chastain/ 
One of the best online encyclopedias with hundreds of relevant articles on revolutionary actors and 

actions before and after 1848 produced by the foremost scholars in the field.
3. Pamphlets and Periodicals of the French Revolution of 1848
https://artfl-project.uchicago.edu/node/166 
Great site with numerous online documents of the era.
4. Romanticist Art
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/roma/hd_roma.htm
While the article at this link is quite informative, the real reason for including it is the chance to see some of the most famous works of Romanticist art.
5. Ludwig van Beethoven: Life and Music

http://www.classicfm.com/composers/beethoven/
Discussion of his life, with audio excerpts from his works.
6. Romanticism: Primary Sources and Web Links

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook15.asp
High quality collection of materials relating to Romanticism.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. History of Ideas: Romanticism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ
This School of Life video provides a basic introduction to the major themes, concepts, and figures of Romanticism.

2. Goethe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNEpojtXotE&index=8&list=PLwxNMb28Xmpfv2COuuJaKzy6E2n8nSMdi
Goethe—pronounced GUR-tah—was one of the most celebrated of the Romanticist writers, and the man who gave us the Faustian Bargain—the deal with the devil—is introduced and explored in this short clip.

3. How Romanticism Ruined Love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jltM5qYn25w
In a bit of a twist, this clip criticizes Romanticism by arguing that the modern perceptions of love and relationships were hurt by the idealized and emotional emphases of Romanticist artists and writers.

4. Caspar David Friedrich
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go87azXN5Ms&list=PLwxNMb28Xmpcp7jXVszdNruKUtHZ2zuZb&index=8
In this clip students are provided a brief biography and survey of the paintings of Friedrich as well as an explanation of why his work stands out among other Romanticist painters.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Romanticism

https://artsandculture.google.com/search?q=romanticism
View works from the Romanticism art movement. Romanticism refers to a literary, artistic, musical, and intellectual movement that originated in Europe toward the end of the eighteenth century. Romantics glorified the natural world and emphasized emotion and individualism. In contrast to the culture inspired by the rationalism of the Enlightenment, the Romantics were distrustful of the human world and believed that it was morally and mentally beneficial to cultivate a close relationship with nature. Romantics preferred the subjective, the irrational, and the imaginative aspects of human creativity.
Victor Hugo: A Monumental French Writer

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/JAICJ0v06UG5JQ
Learn more about French poet, novelist, and dramatist Victor Hugo. Romanticism was a movement characterized by reliance on subjectivity and the imagination, of freedom of thought and expression, as well as the idealization of the natural world. Victor Hugo, perhaps more than any other French writer of the nineteenth century, embodied these ideals. He associated Romanticism with the French Revolution and lived the life of an ideal Romantic gentleman. He believed that the poet’s role in society was as a humanitarian, and best served through political action.
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