CHAPTER 19

A REVOLUTION IN POLITICS: 

THE ERA OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND NAPOLEON

________________________________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Summarize the causes and consequences of the American Revolution and discuss its impact on Europe.

· Analyze the long-range and immediate causes of the French Revolution.

· Discuss the key events of the French Revolution.

· Describe the role each of the following played in the French Revolution: lawyers, peasants, women, the clergy, the Jacobins, the sans-culottes, the French revolutionary army, and the Committee of Public Safety.

· Identify the aspects of the French Revolution that Napoleon kept and those that he destroyed.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

19-1 The Beginning of the Revolutionary Era: The American Revolution


19-1a The War for Independence


19-1b Forming a New Nation

19-2 Background to the French Revolution


19-2a Social Structure of the Old Regime



• The First Estate



• The Second Estate



• The Third Estate


19-2b Other Problems Facing the French Monarchy

19-3 The French Revolution


19-3a From Estates-General to a National Assembly


19-3b Destruction of the Old Regime



• A New Constitution



• Opposition from Within



• Opposition from Abroad


19-3c The Radical Revolution



• A Nation in Arms



• The Committee of Public Safety and the Reign of Terror



• The “Republic of Virtue”



• Equality and Slavery



• The Decline of the Committee of Public Safety


19-3d Reaction and the Directory

19-4 The Age of Napoleon


19-4a The Rise of Napoleon


19-4b The Domestic Policies of Emperor Napoleon



• Napoleon and the Catholic Church



• A New Code of Laws



• The French Bureaucracy



• Napoleon’s Growing Despotism


19-4c Napoleon’s Empire and the European Response



• Napoleon’s Grand Empire



• The Problem of Great Britain



• Nationalism



• The Fall of Napoleon

FOCUS QUESTIONS

19-1 The Beginning of the Revolutionary Era: The American Revolution

What were the causes and results of the American Revolution, and what impact did it have on Europe?

19-2 Background to the French Revolution

What were the long-range and immediate causes of the French Revolution?

19-3 The French Revolution

What were the main events of the French Revolution between 1789 and 1799? What role did each of the following play in the French Revolution: lawyers, peasants, women, the clergy, the Jacobins, the sans-culottes, the French revolutionary army, and the Committee of Public Safety?

19-4 The Age of Napoleon

Which aspects of the French Revolution did Napoleon preserve, and which did he destroy?
CHAPTER SUMMARY
An era of revolutions began with the American Revolution, justified ideologically by Locke’s social contract and natural rights philosophy. The Constitution of 1787, with its Bill of Rights, provided a strong central government with a separation of power between the three branches. Its effect in Europe was immense: Enlightenment ideals could become reality.

But there were other causes for the French Revolution aside from the ideas of the Enlightenment, such as the legal inequality of the three Estates of the clergy, the aristocracy, and commoners, who were the vast majority. In 1788, the government, facing financial collapse, summoned the Estates-General for the first time since 1614. Assembling at Versailles in May 1789, it deadlocked whether to vote as estates or by head. The Third Estate proclaimed itself the National Assembly, an illegal act which Louis XVI failed to repress, in part because of rural and urban uprisings, notably the capture of the Bastille prison in Paris on July 14. In the countryside, peasants rioted and destroyed titles and deeds in an effort to remove aristocratic privilege, fearful of an aristocratic backlash to the actions of the Assembly. The Great Fear, as it was known, frightened the National Assembly, which soon thereafter abolished noble privilege to stave off further riots and prevent the peasantry from directing the revolution. In August, the National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen with its natural rights philosophy, and in October, the women of Paris walked to Versailles and forced the king to accompany them back to the city.

The constitution of 1791 subordinated the monarch to the Legislative Assembly. All were citizens, but only citizens who paid taxes had the vote. The lands of the Catholic Church were nationalized, and the church placed under civil control. The regime faced opposition from the church, some aristocrats, and conservatives in general, but also from those who demanded even more revolution, such as the Jacobins and the sans-culottes. Louis’s fellow European monarchs were also opposed, and the result was war in April 1792. In reaction to early military defeats, the revolution entered a more radical stage, abetted by the Paris Commune of artisans and merchants. A republic was proclaimed and the ex-king, Louis XVI, was executed in January 1793 as a common citizen, for treason. 

To meet the domestic and foreign threats, the Committee of Public Safety was given dictatorial power. Under the leadership of Maximilien Robespierre, it raised an army motivated by national patriotism rather than dynastic loyalties. Revolutionary courts were created to ferret out those not sufficiently supportive of the revolution, and 50,000 were executed during “the Terror.” Price controls were placed upon food and other necessary items, and slavery was abolished. In an effort to secularize the nation, Notre Dame Cathedral was designated the Temple of Reason, and a new revolutionary calendar was adopted eliminating Sundays and church holidays. But in July 1794, the National Convention turned against Robespierre, who was quickly executed. A new government headed by a five-member Directory was established which satisfied neither the radicals nor the royalists, and in 1799, the Directory was overthrown, and the Consulate established.

An outsider from Corsica, revolution and war gave Napoleon Bonaparte his opportunity. After protecting the Directory during a failed attempt to overthrow it, Bonaparte came to national attention as a rising star in the French military. A controversial figure, he was more an enlightened despot than a democratic revolutionary. In 1804 he crowned himself emperor. He made peace with the papacy on his terms, and his Civil Code guaranteed equality, though less so for women. He also controlled the press but opened government and military offices to those who demonstrated talent. His armies conquered much of the continent, but his empire did not last. Great Britain remained undefeated, and French armies on the continent bred nationalistic reactions in many of the conquered areas. In June 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia with his Grand Armée of 600,000 troops, but after reaching Moscow, which the Russian had evacuated and burned, the French were forced to retreat. National revolts, a reaction to French occupation armies, broke out, and Napoleon abdicated in 1814. He briefly returned to power but was defeated at the battle of Waterloo in 1815 and sentenced to exile on the island of Saint Helena in the South Atlantic, where he died in 1821. His shadow hung over Europe for decades. 

At the end, order had triumphed over liberty, and the victors were the propertied classes. However, the ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity inspired future generations, and the citizen nationalism created in France led to the development of modern nationalism elsewhere.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Cahiers de Doléances: The Grievances of the French People on the Eve of the Revolution
2. The Phases of the French Revolution
3. Religion and Politics in Revolutionary France
4. The Origins of Total War in the Era of the French Revolution and Napoleon

5. Napoleon: The Man, the General, the Leader, and the Myth

6. The American Revolution and the French Enlightenment
7. The French Revolution and Modernity
8. The Military Events of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Era

MAP EXERCISES


1. North America, 1763 and 1783. MAP 19.1. How did control of North America change between these two maps? Who were the bigger winners and losers? What areas remained untouched and why? Why wasn’t Russia involved more, despite having possession of a portion of the territory? (p. 433, in section 19-1 The Beginning of the Revolutionary Era: The American Revolution)
2. French Expansion During the Revolutionary Wars, 1792–1799. MAP 19.2. Which regions or areas of French expansion could be considered as areas long desired by royalist France and which conquered territories were not part of earlier French ambitions? With France being so aggressive, why would Austria need German cooperation to wage war against the French? (p. 444, in section 19-3 The French Revolution)
3. Napoleon’s Grand Empire in 1810. MAP 19.4. Compare MAP 19.4 with 19.2. Were Napoleon’s territorial ambitions significantly different from pre-1799 conquests? If so, where? What impact did Napoleon’s movements have on Germanic territories? Geographically, which territories would France find it most difficult to control and why? (p. 452, in section 19-4 The Age of Napoleon)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “The Fall of the Bastille”: Is the Parisian newspaper report of the fall of the Bastille on July 14, 1789, an objective account? Why or why not? Discuss the fall of the Bastille and indicate why its fall came to mark the triumph of French “liberty” over despotism? Why did the fall of the Bastille become the great symbolic event of the French Revolution? (p. 438, in section 19-3 The French Revolution)
2. “Opposing Viewpoints: The Natural Rights of the French People: Two Views”: What “natural rights” does the “Declaration of the Rights and Man and Citizen” proclaim for the French? How and why do those natural or inalienable rights differ, if they do, from those set forth in the American Declaration of Independence? To what extent do you believe that this document was influenced by the ideas or ideals of the philosophes? If so, from which of the philosophes? In Olympe de Gouges’ “The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen,” what rights for French women does this document assert? Given the nature and scope of argument in favor of women’s rights here, what key effects on European society can you now attribute to the French Revolution? Are there any of Olympe de Gouges’ “Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen” that have yet to be achieved in western society? If so, which ones, and why? Finally, how do the two declarations differ and how are they similar? (p. 439, in section 19-3 The French Revolution)
3. “Response to the King’s Flight to Varennes”: What aspects of the crown does the author seem to resent the most? Were they angry at his refusal to accept political limits, or was it something else? How does the author describe the king and what does that tell you about the author’s position on the Revolution? What do the king’s comments on why he left reveal about what the king saw as normal and acceptable regarding his daily life? (p. 442, in section 19-3 The French Revolution)

4. “Justice in the Reign of Terror”: Was there anything “just” about the revolutionary courts? What explanations or rationales could be given to justify such a system? In the late eighteenth century, the guillotine was considered a humane instrument. Why? Compare the Bastille and the guillotine as revolutionary symbols. (p. 446, in section 19-3 The French Revolution)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students compare the French and American Revolutions. In what ways were they similar? Why did the French Revolution include a radical phase while the American Revolution did not? Why did some Americans, like Jefferson, support the revolution even during the Terror, while others, such as Washington, stopped supporting France once the Terror began?
2. Have students compare the U.S. Bill of Rights with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen. What rights do they share and what ideas differ? What seems to be the ultimate goal or focus of each in terms of the relation between the individual and the government?
3. Compare the Napoleonic Code with modern laws and legal codes. In what ways was Napoleon liberal and in what ways was he conservative (in the classical definition of each)?
4. Have students investigate the role of women in the French Revolution, especially mass female public protests and “the march to Versailles.”

5. Compare and contrast Napoleon in Russia to Hannibal during the Second Punic War. What about their strategies are the same? What is different? 
6. Have students analyze the defeats of Napoleon. Could he have succeeded? How? What would Europe be like had he been victorious?

7. Ask students to look at the causes and effects of the French Revolution from 1789 through the fall of 

Napoleon to determine which of the causes were addressed, what issues were not dealt with, and if, on 

balance, the revolution was “worth it.” The American Revolution might be considered to give an 

additional comparative perspective.
8. Suggest that students debate merits of the French Revolution from the perspectives of Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine.
INTERNET RESOURCES 
1. Hanover College Historical Texts Project
http://history.hanover.edu/project.html 
A comprehensive history site with excellent documents arranged by era. Numerous online original documents and other materials on the French Revolution. A good site to visit throughout a course on Western Civilization.
2. Internet Modern History Sourcebook
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook13.asp
An excellent site covering the French Revolution in great depth and with extensive documentation. 

3. The Washington Papers 

http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/ 
Site presented by the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association of the Union and the University of Virginia to present important documents and material concerning George Washington.
4. The Complete Works of Jacques Louis David

http://www.jacqueslouisdavid.org/ 

Complete works of the leading French painter of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic eras.
5. Exploring the French Revolution
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/
This website, published by George Mason University, includes articles, images, and primary sources relating to the revolution.
6. Napoleon Bonaparte: The Little Corporal Who Built an Empire
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zg9kwmn
A generally written yet comprehensive timeline of the life of Napoleon, with accompanying images and links to related content.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course – The French Revolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTTvKwCylFY
Crash Course provides this short clip introducing the causes, course, and consequences of the French Revolution, with typical Crash Course humor.

2. Crash Course –Haitian Revolutions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A_o-nU5s2U
Typically overshadowed by its American and French counterparts, the Haitian Revolution gets its due in this short clip.

3. History vs. Napoleon Bonaparte
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aq_gRfmjgY
Was Napoleon a hero or a tyrant? An opportunist or a patriot? This TED-Ed video puts Napoleon on trial and examines his actions and well as their consequences and influence on world history.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Amending America: Why a Bill of Rights?
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/gQQ0JQgv
Explore an exhibit from the U.S. National Archives on the Bill of Rights. Enlightenment thinkers, such as John Locke, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin believed that the purpose of the government was to defend the natural rights of its citizens. They also believed that human reason could be used to fight religious domination and tyranny. The Bill of Rights reflects these important Enlightenment tenets. To protect the citizenry, it limits the power that government has over the rights of people, limits the power of churches and allows for freedom of religion, and protects free speech and the freedom of the press.
The French Revolution

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m02_hz?categoryid=event
View images and artifacts from the French Revolution. The French Revolution was one of the most dramatic social upheavals in history. Open rebellion in France started in July 1789 with the storming of the Bastille. The French revolutionaries were set on toppling the monarchy, destroying the nobility, and eradicating the political influence of the Catholic Church. The peasants of France wanted a representative government that supported the individual rights of all citizens, not just those with access to money and power. Their success set off a chain of revolutions and revolutionary actions across Europe.
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