CHAPTER 18

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY: EUROPEAN STATES, INTERNATIONAL WARS, AND SOCIAL CHANGE

__________________________________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the major developments in France and Great Britain in the eighteenth century.

· Define enlightened absolutism and show how eighteenth-century Prussia, Austria, and Russia exhibit its characteristics.

· Debate the causes and consequences of the Seven Years’ War.

· Summarize the changes in agriculture, finance, industry, and trade in the eighteenth century.

· Describe the main groups comprising the European social order in the eighteenth century and differentiate among their living conditions.
CHAPTER OUTLINE

18-1 The European States


18-1a Enlightened Absolutism?


18-1b The Atlantic Seaboard States



• France: The Problems of the French Monarchy



• Great Britain: King and Parliament


18-1c Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe



• Prussia: Army and the Bureaucracy



• The Austrian Empire of the Habsburgs



• Russia under Catherine the Great


18-1d Enlightened Absolutism Revisited

18-2 Wars and Diplomacy


18-2a The Seven Years’ War (1756–1763)

18-3 Economic Expansion and Social Change


18-3a Population and Food


18-3b Family, Marriage, and Birthrate Patterns


18-3c New Methods of Finance


18-3d European Industry


18-3e Mercantile Empires and Worldwide Trade

18-3f The New Consumers
18-4 The Social Order of the Eighteenth Century


18-4a The Peasants


18-4b The Nobility


18-4c The Inhabitants of Towns and Cities

FOCUS QUESTIONS

18-1 The European States
What were the main developments in France and Great Britain in the eighteenth century? What do historians mean by the term enlightened absolutism, and to what degree did eighteenth-century Prussia, Austria, and Russia exhibit its characteristics?

18-2 Wars and Diplomacy

What were the causes and results of the Seven Years’ War?

18-3 Economic Expansion and Social Change

What changes occurred in agriculture, finance, industry, and trade during the eighteenth century?

18-4 The Social Order of the Eighteenth Century

Who were the main groups making up the European social order in the eighteenth century, and how did the conditions in which they lived differ both between groups and between different parts of Europe?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

During the eighteenth century, royal authority was often justified by the service the monarch could render to the state and its people rather than by divine right. Some believed that the monarchs should have a monopoly of power in what is called “enlightened despotism” or “enlightened absolutism”; ruling benevolently based on Enlightenment principles as a means of legitimizing that monopoly and staving off conflict with the growing literate middle class. Britain’s constitutional monarchy was an alternative, sharing power rather than dispensing rights and benefits like a parent figure. 

For much of the century France was ruled by Louis XV (r. 1715–1774). Only five when he ascended the throne, in his maturity he proved to be weak and lazy, controlled by his mistresses and advisors. His successor was little better. Louis XVI (r. 1774–1792) was unprepared, and his wife, Marie Antoinette, an Austrian princess, became a focus of anti-royal attitudes. In Britain, power was shared between kings and Parliament, with the latter gaining influence. The new ruling dynasty, from Hanover in Germany, was ignorant of British traditions and incompetent, which led to a new position in government, that of the prime minister. Trade and manufacturing were beginning to supersede the economic power of land and agriculture.  

Prussia rose to major power status under Frederick William I (r. 1713–1740) and Frederick II the Great (r. 1740–1786), strengthening the kingdom through an efficient bureaucracy and a larger army. Frederick the Great was in the model of an enlightened despot: he reformed the laws, allowed religious toleration and considerable freedom of speech and the press, but he also increased the army to 200,000. In the Austrian Empire, Empress Maria Theresa (r. 1740–1780), centralized the government, and Joseph II (r. 1780–1790) abolished serfdom, reformed the laws, and granted religious toleration, but his reforms did not outlast his reign. Russia’s Catherine II the Great (r. 1762–1796) also instituted reforms, but they favored the landed nobility rather than the peasants and serfs. Russia gained territory at the expense of the Ottoman Empire and Poland, and the latter disappeared from the maps in a series of partitions among Prussia, Russia, and Austria. In Italy, Austria replaced declining Spain as the paramount power.  

War was endemic, with national interest and dynastic concerns driving the initial outbreak, while the balance-of-power politics brought in additional allies and widened the scope of each conflict, in many cases spreading outside Europe and into colonial conflicts in North American and India. The mid-century War of the Austrian Succession (1740–1748) was instigated by Frederick the Great, who masked his territorial ambition for Austrian Silesia with the excuse that Maria Theresa, as a woman, shouldn’t be the monarch of that territory. The Seven Years’ War (1756–1763) actually had its roots in the American colonies, eventually linking with conflicts already growing in Europe and India, leading to what some scholars have called the first truly world war. Britain came out the true victor, driving the France from Canada and India and creating a world-wide empire. Standing armies were the norm, and with religious passions more muted, wars were less ideological.
The population grew, mainly as the result of a declining death rate and improvements in agriculture thanks to a warmer climate, better livestock, improved soil fertility, new crops such as corn and potatoes, and the end of the threat of the bubonic plague. Paper money or banknotes compensated for the dearth of gold and silver, and institutions such as the Bank of England mobilized the wealth of the kingdom through credit and loans. The seeds of the Industrial Revolution were planted, notably in the textile industry where new technologies transformed the manufacture of cotton cloth, and there was a significant increase in international trade

The patriarchal family remained the core of society. Late marriages limited the birthrate, but there was considerable illegitimacy. Eighty-five percent of the population was peasants, freer in the west than the east, but still facing many legal obligations. The nobles constituted 2 or 3 percent. Their large country estates defined their lifestyle, but anyone with sufficient wealth could generally enter their ranks through marriages as families with title but declining fortunes sought influxes of wealth while the wealthy commoners saw the marriage as the door into the aristocracy. Townspeople were a small minority except in Britain and the Dutch Republic; London had a population of 1 million, Paris half that. Urban mortality rates were high and poverty widespread, with prostitution and begging the means of survival for many.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Limits of Governmental Power in the Eighteenth Century: Resources, People, and Technology
2. Catherine the Great and Frederick the Great: The Enlightenment in the Service of Military Might 
3. The Social, Political, and Cultural Role of the Nobility in the Eighteenth Century

4. European Imperialism and Colonialism in the Eighteenth Century

5. Government, Taxes, and War in the Eighteenth Century: The Fiscal-Military State
6. The Agricultural Revolution, Winners and Losers

7. Was Eighteenth-Century Europe a Class Society?
8. Changing Views of Marriage and Family: Theory and Reality
MAP EXERCISES 

1. Europe in 1763. MAP 18.1. What were the geographical factors that encouraged conflict between Prussia and Austria rather than between Spain and France or France and Britain? What role did geography play in the great wars of the eighteenth century? (p. 414, in section 18-1 The European States)
2. Battlefields of the Seven Years’ War. MAP 18.3. Why was the Seven Years’ War called the “first world war”? Outside of Europe, where did the major conflicts take place, and who was/were the victor(s)? Why did the overseas battles take place where they did? What was North America’s strategic location for the nations involved in the Seven Years’ War? (p. 420 in section 18-2 Wars and Diplomacy)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Opposing Viewpoints: Enlightened Absolutism: Enlightened or Absolute?”: What impressions of Catherine do you get from the letter by the French ambassador to Russia? How do the selections from Catherine herself reflect these attributes? Do they suggest she was an enlightened monarch? (p. 417, in section 18-1 The European States) 

2. “British Victory in India”: What differences, if any, would Clive had likely mentioned if the battle of Plassey had occurred in Europe? According to the letter, what part did native Indians seemingly play in the battle? Why were the Indians’ casualty numbers high? Why was Plassey a crucial battle in the Seven Years’ War? (p. 421, in section 18-2 Wars and Diplomacy)
3. “Marital Arrangements”: What does Sheridan suggest about marriage among the upper classes in the eighteenth century? What were the social, political, and economic considerations that were significant in eighteenth century marriages? Could Sheridan be over-stating the issue? Why or why not? Was it likely that most upper-class parents would be quite so crass and cruel regarding the marriage of their children in the eighteenth century? Why or why not? (p. 424, in section 18-3 Economic Expansion and Social Change)
4. “Poverty in France”: What does this document reveal about the nature of poverty in France in the eighteenth century? Was there anything new about the events of 1708 as described in the document? If so, what were they? If not, why not? How would growing ranks of the poor in Europe further destabilize this society? Would traditional European modes of poor relief be in any way up to the challenge posed by more and more poor? Why or why not? (p. 426, in section 18-4 The Social Order of the Eighteenth Century) 

STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students research and report on the military revolution of the eighteenth century, comparing it with other eras like the citizen soldiers of ancient Greece and the condottieri of the Renaissance.
2. Have students debate the advantages and disadvantages of enlightened absolutism, both in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
3. Have students explore globalization in the eighteenth century by tracing Asian, American, and African imports from their points of origin to their eventual sale and use in Europe. 
4. Have students debate whether the Seven Years’ War could be legitimately referred to as the first global war of history.  
5. Have students create a biography of a typical elite family in the second half of the eighteenth century. Biographies should include both important events in the life of the family and a description of the relationships between family members.
6. Have students investigate reasons why it was Great Britain rather than France or another country that 
ended up with the largest global empire by the end of the eighteenth century.
7. Have individuals or groups study the causes and impacts of the major wars of the eighteenth century on 

the societies involved to determine whether personal motives or reasons of state impelled them to participate. Also, have them consider the role extra-European elements played in influencing belligerent actions. A mock peace conference might enhance student understanding.
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Seven Years’ War a.k.a. French and Indian War Timeline
http://ns1763.ca/remem/7yw-timeline-w.html 
An excellent detailed list of events during the Seven Years’ War.
2. Journal for Eighteenth-Century Studies
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1754-0208 
An excellent list of continuing information on specific topics of eighteenth century history.  Highly recommended for excellent links to other sites.
3. The Complete Works of Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin

http://www.jean-baptiste-simeon-chardin.org/ 

Complete works of Chardin, a painter whose work illuminates eighteenth-century ideas about family and emotional life. 
4. Enlightened Despots
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook11.asp
The Internet History Sourcebook has a page dedicated to primary sources relating to the enlightened despots of the eighteenth century.
5. The Military Revolution
https://faculty.history.wisc.edu/sommerville/351/351-16.htm
Militarily speaking, the eighteenth century is known as the Age of Limited War. This site, though very brief, introduces the tactics, technologies, and social impact of the change in armed conflict during the eighteenth century.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course – The Seven Years War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0qbzNHmfW0
Crash Course introduces the conflict that has been called the first global war and put the American colonies on the road to revolution and independence.

2. Fortifications of Vauban
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WnhwlUT__R8
Although built for Louis the XIV in the late seventeenth century, the Vauban forts are examples of the increasing militarism of Europe and the dramatic change of European military ideology as Europe entered the eighteenth century and the Age of Limited War. Today, these fortresses stand as UNESCO world heritage sites.

3. Animated History of Poland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stEuQamTLXw
Little has been said about Poland in the course thus far, and in this chapter the nation is destroyed by partition, not to reappear until 1920. This short animation tells the complete history of Poland, without and speaking, and was prepared for the World Expo in 2010.

4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Staatsoper Unter den Linden–Architectural History

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/cgKyN9SR7aTlLg
Explore an exhibit on Frederick II’s architectural plans. Frederick II ruled Prussia from 1740 to 1786. During his reign, he established Prussia as a strong military power and expanded its territory, sometimes through trickery. In 1741, he deceived the Austrian Queen Maria Theresa into allowing his armies to occupy Lower Silesia in exchange for protection from France, Spain, and Bavaria. This occupation turned into a full-scale invasion, and Maria Theresa was forced to cede most of Silesia. He is also well-known for the buildings he had constructed in his capital, Berlin, including St. Hedwig’s Cathedral and the Berlin State Opera.
Catherine II: Russia’s Empress of Style

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/ZQJC5_qBeMhQIg
Explore an exhibit on Catherine II. Catherine was born Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbts. She was the daughter of a minor Prussian prince. In 1762 her husband Tsar Peter III was overthrown, and Sophie was made empress. In 1775 she was received into the Russian Orthodox Church and changed her name to Catherine. She was married to the grandson of Peter the Great, who was the heir to the Russian throne. Catherine II was a social reformer who continued the Westernization process that Peter the Great had started.
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