CHAPTER 17
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY: 
AN AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the intellectual developments that led to the Enlightenment.
· Describe the leading figures of the Enlightenment and their contributions, as well as the social environments in which their philosophies thrived.

· Summarize the role of women in the Enlightenment.

· Recognize eighteenth century innovations in art, music, and literature, differentiating between popular and high culture.
· Explain how popular religion differed from institutional religion in the eighteenth century.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

17-1 The Enlightenment


17-1a The Paths to Enlightenment



• A New Skepticism



• The Impact of Travel Literature



• The Legacy of Locke and Newton


17-1b The Philosophes and Their Ideas



• Montesquieu and Political Thought



• Voltaire and the Enlightenment



• Diderot and the Encyclopedia


• Toward a New “Science of Man”



• The Later Enlightenment



• The “Woman’s Question” in the Enlightenment


17-1c The Social Environment of the Philosophes

17-2 Culture and Society in the Enlightenment


17-2a Innovations in Art, Music, and Literature



• The Development of Music



• Development of the Novel


17-2b The High Culture of the Eighteenth Century


17-2c Popular Culture


17-2d Crime and Punishment

17-3 Religion and the Churches


17-3a The Institutional Church


17-3b Toleration and Religious Minorities


17-3c Popular Religion in the Eighteenth Century

FOCUS QUESTIONS

17-1 The Enlightenment

What intellectual developments led to the emergence of the Enlightenment? Who were the leading figures of the Enlightenment, and what were their main contributions? In what type of social environment did the philosophes thrive, and what role did women play in that environment?

17-2 Culture and Society in the Enlightenment

What innovations in art, music, and literature occurred in the eighteenth century? How did popular culture differ from high culture in the eighteenth century?

17-3 Religion and the Churches

How did popular religion differ from institutional religion in the eighteenth century?
CHAPTER SUMMARY
The eighteenth century was the age of the Enlightenment, an era when intellectuals, known as philosophes, wished to apply the scientific method with its reason and rationality to the challenges of society. The result would be progress and improvement in the human condition. The findings of the Scientific Revolution reached a wider audience through the works of numerous popularizers. Travel books increased the awareness of different cultures: some glorified the so-called natural man as superior to the civilized European, others admired Chinese civilization. Newton’s scientific laws became a paradigm for discovering natural laws, and John Locke’s tabula rasa, or blank sheet, indicated that reason and sense experience could create a better world.

A cosmopolitan group, the philosophes used reason to improve society. State censorship was overcome by having works published in Holland or writing about the Persians as a means of commenting on French society, as did the baron de Montesquieu (d. 1755). His work The Spirit of the Laws praised the system of checks and balances and separation of powers that he believed were the essence of the British political system, an important concept of the United States Constitution. Voltaire (d. 1778) attacked the intolerance of organized religion, and many philosophes adopted Deism with its mechanistic god and a universe operating according to natural laws. 
Denis Diderot (d. 1784) compiled a multi-volume Encyclopedia, a compendium of Enlightenment ideas. In economics, the Physiocrats rejected mercantilism in favor of the laws of supply and demand and laissez-faire, as did Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations. Jean-Jacques Rousseau (d. 1778), like Locke, believed in the social contract theory, arguing that society must be governed by the general will. In claiming that in education children should follow their instincts—reason was not enough—he was a precursor of Romanticism. Many of the philosophes had traditional attitudes toward women, but Mary Astell (d. 1731) and Mary Wollstonecraft (d. 1797) argued for the equality of the sexes and the right of women to be educated. The Enlightenment appealed mostly to the urban middle classes; it had little effect on the commoners. Its ideas were discussed in Parisian salons, coffeehouses, reading clubs, lending libraries, and fraternal societies like the Freemasons. 
In art, the lightness and curves of the Rococo replaced the Baroque. In classical music there were major developments in the opera, oratorio, sonata, concerto, and the symphony by Johann Sebastian Bach (d. 1750), George Frederick Handel (d. 1759), Franz Joseph Haydn (d. 1809), and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (d. 1791). In England, the novel became a new literary form. Historical writing included economic, social, and cultural events and not just past politics, but dismissed religious subjects as mere superstition and barbarism. There was an increase in the reading public with books, magazines, and newspapers. Elite private schools emphasized the Greek and Latin classics, but new middle-class education stressed modern languages and other relevant subjects. The theories of Cesare Beccaria (d. 1794) and others contributed to a decline in the use of torture and capital punishment.  
There was a separation between popular culture and the culture of the elites, although the rate of literacy was rising among the majority, in part because of an increase in primary education. State churches, traditional and conservative, were the norm. There was some gain in religious toleration for minorities including the Jews, although anti-Semitic attitudes continued. Popular religious movements appealed to the non-elites. In England, John Wesley (d. 1791) led a revival movement among the common people. It was a century of both change and tradition.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Who Were the Philosophes?
2. Women and the Enlightenment

3. Religion in the Enlightenment: Deism, State-Sponsored Churches, and Religious Revival
4. Consumable Media: The New Forms of Entertainment and Enlightenment

5. The Enlightened Development of Urban Consumer Culture: London and Paris

6. Rocco Art and Architecture: An Illustrated Lecture

7. High Culture v. Popular Culture: Similarities and Differences

MAP EXERCISES


1. The Enlightenment in Europe. MAP 17.1. Where were the centers of the Enlightenment, and why were they located where they were? Did history or geography play the primary role, and if so, why and how? Why do eastern European areas have the least enlightenment over all other European regions? (p. 393, in section 17-1 The Enlightenment)

2. Religious Populations of Eighteenth-Century Europe. Map 17.2. Had the geographical centers of the various European religions changed significantly since the sixteenth century? If so, where and why or why not? What age old threat did lands with an Orthodox majority continue to face? (p. 406, in section 17-3 Religion and the Churches)

THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES
1. “The Attack on Religious Intolerance”: What are Voltaire’s ideas regarding religious intolerance? 

Compare and contrast the excerpts from Voltaire’s The Ignorant Philosopher and Candide in his 

discussion of the problem of religious intolerance. Do you think one is more effective than the other? Why was Voltaire a controversial figure in the eighteenth century? (p. 395, in section 17-1 The Enlightenment)

2. “A Social Contract”: What is Rousseau’s concept of the social contract? What implications did it 

have for political thought, especially regarding the development of democratic ideas? What does 

Rousseau mean by “the general will”? Might that concept lead as much to dictatorship and totalitarianism 

as to democracy? What does Rousseau suggest, in an effort to keep the social pact from becoming an empty formula? (p. 397, in section 17-1 The Enlightenment)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: Women in the Age of Enlightenment: Rousseau and Wollstonecraft”: What arguments does Mary Wollstonecraft make on behalf of the rights of women? What does Rousseau in Emile claim about women’s biological inferiority? Who is most convincing? Why? What contemporary trends in other aspects of eighteenth-century life would have brought the condition of women into sharper focus as an essential topic of enlightened investigation and improvement? What might explain Wollstonecraft’s relative failure to achieve her objectives in her own era? (p. 399, in section 17-1 The Enlightenment)
4. “The Punishment of Crime”: What does this selection reveal about the punishment of crime in the eighteenth century? What impact did such descriptions have on the philosophes’ attitudes toward justice and the current royal administrations of the state? What does Bretonne insinuate with his prayer, “O Religion, here is your greatest glory!” (p. 405, in section 17-2 Culture and Society in the Enlightenment)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have individual students or groups focus upon the background, ideas, and actions of Locke,

Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Diderot and develop presentations for the rest of the class, or possibly a debate between the characters.

2. Have students choose a particular subject or concept (medicine, chemistry, the social contract, human nature, crime and punishment, etc.) and research the development and influence of that subject through the Enlightenment.
3. Have students explore the connections, if any, between the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment. Identify which one had the greatest influence on societal development.
4. Ask students to examine whether the views of the philosophes and other intellectuals of the eighteenth century were generally a step forward for European society or little more than an attempt to advance their personal interests or the interests of their classes through less intrusive government. 
5. Have students explore the nature of popular culture in the eighteenth century and then compare it to popular culture of the early twenty-first century, searching for continuities as well as differences.

6. Have students conduct research on the life of a woman writer or hostess of a salon to explore both the contributions of women to the Enlightenment and the limitations or challenges women still faced in the eighteenth century.
7. Have students research one of the great eighteenth-century composers, tracing his musical development and influence. The published letters of Haydn or Mozart in English would be excellent sources here.

8. The Freemasonic lodges were one of the first places where modern ideas of government and society were tested. Have students research the connection between Enlightenment ideals of citizenship, government, and social responsibility and the ideas and practices of the Freemasons.
9. Have students do a comparative study of the Rococo, Baroque, and Renaissance styles of architecture.

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Eighteenth-Century Resources
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/18th 
A superb site maintained by a specialist in the era with numerous fine links to other online resources. Highly recommended.
2. Rococo Art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/rococo/ 
Essays and images at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
3. The Encyclopedia of Diderot Online
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/did/ 

Searchable English translation of the Encyclopedia online. Hosted by the University of Michigan.
4. Internet Modern History Sourcebook (at Fordham University)
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
Site includes information, documents, and links arranged by era with extensive materials and links on the 

Ancient Regime, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment. Superb selection of online original documents from all eras for student use.
5. The Complete Works of Jean Antoine Watteau

http://www.jean-antoine-watteau.org/ 

All of Jean Antoine Watteau’s paintings in high resolution images.
6. The Age of Enlightenment and Freemasonry
http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/freemasonry_enlightenment.html
Freemasonry and the Masonic lodges are inseparably connected to the Enlightenment. Many famous Enlightenment figures, including Benjamin Franklin, Isaac Newton, and Mozart, were freemasons. This site provides a basic introduction to that connection.

7. Themes in the Enlightenment Gallery
http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/galleries/themes/room_1_enlightenment.aspx
Site devoted to the Enlightenment Gallery of the British Museum, exploring new disciplines of the age.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Political Theory: John Locke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZiWZJgJT7I&index=1&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok
The School of Life presents a short introduction to the major philosophical ideas of John Locke, including his theory of the social contract, his argument for religious toleration, and the tabula rasa.
2. Political Theory: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81KfDXTTtXE&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok&index=2
Writing on the eve of the French Revolution, Rousseau argues that any form of government, including monarchy, is acceptable as long as it obeys the General Will. Rousseau also introduced the concept of Civic Religion as a means of preventing conflict and violence over matters of faith. This School of Life video introduces Rousseau and his ideas.
3. Political Theory: Adam Smith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejJRhn53X2M&index=9&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok
Just as the Enlightenment advocated individual agency and action in politics, scholars like Smith argued for the same in economics. In his book, The Wealth of Nations, Smith argued for the free market in place of mercantilism.
4. How to Listen to Classical Music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDvSvUmoke4
Vanderbilt University recorded this lecture by the conductor of the Nashville Symphony to give a brief history of the symphony and how to approach the music that characterized the Enlightenment.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Romanticism

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m06hsk?categoryid=art-movement
View pieces of artwork from the Romanticism art movement. Romanticism refers to a literary, artistic, musical, and intellectual movement that originated in Europe toward the end of the eighteenth century. Romantics glorified the natural world and emphasized emotion and individualism. In contrast to the culture inspired by the rationalism of the Enlightenment, the Romantics were distrustful of the human world and believed that it was morally and mentally beneficial to cultivate a close relationship with nature. Romantics preferred the subjective, the irrational, and the imaginative aspects of human creativity.
Rousseau, Happy at Chenonceau

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/OAICBPZLl7ggKg
Explore an exhibit about Jean Jacques Rousseau. This exhibit, which appeared at Chenonceau Castle in 2012 and 2013, focuses on the daily life of a younger Rousseau.
Bach, St. Matthew’s Passion
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/bach-st-matthew-passion/3QHNBVaxZWUkmA
Listen to this sacred oratorio written by J. S. Bach in 1727. Johann Sebastian Bach lived in an era when music was centered on the church. It is where one would find the most talented music practitioners. Bach himself was a famous organist, instrumentalist, and conductor, and not as well known for the music he composed. While the popular composers of the day were producing melodies that heralded back to the style of the twelfth century, Bach was forging his own path. Contemporary critic Johann Adolf Scheibe described Bach’s music as “turgid and confused.”
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