CHAPTER 14

EUROPE AND THE WORLD: NEW ENCOUNTERS, 1500–1800

__________________________________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:

· Discuss why Europeans began explorations of discovery and expansion at the end of the fifteenth century

· Explain how Portugal and Spain acquired their overseas empires and compare/contrast key characteristics of these empires.

· Describe how the arrival of the Dutch, British and French on the world scene in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries affected Africa, India, Southeast Asia, China, and Japan.

· Summarize the main features of the African slave trade and its impact on Africa.

· Recognize how European expansion affected both the conquered and the conquerors.

· Define mercantilism and its relationship to colonial empires.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

14-1 On the Brink of a New World

Why did Europeans begin to embark on voyages of discovery and expansion at the end of the fifteenth century?

14-2 New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires


How did Portugal and Spain acquire their overseas empires, and how did their empires differ?

14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage

How did the arrival of the Dutch, British, and French on the world scene in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries affect Africa, India, Southeast Asia, China, and Japan? What were the main features of the African slave trade, and what effects did it have on Africa?

14-4 The Impact of European Expansion


How did European expansion affect both the conquered and the conquerors?

14-5 Toward a World Economy


What was mercantilism, and what was its relationship to colonial empires?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The fifteenth and sixteenth centuries constituted an era of Western global expansion. Among the motives, economics ranked first, followed by religion, and adventure or fame, or, as the text quotes, “God, glory, and gold.” It occurred when it did because of the emergence of centralized monarchies, sufficient wealth to finance such endeavors, and new technologies such as better maps and charts, more seaworthy ships, the compass and astrolabe, and knowledge of Atlantic winds. 

The first nations to venture forth were Portugal and Spain. Portuguese ships were exploring and trading along Africa’s west coast by the mid-fifteenth century, bringing back slaves and gold. Sailors rounded Africa in 1488, and reached India in 1498, followed by the Malay Peninsula and the Spice Islands (Indonesia). The Portuguese empire was one of trade, as its population was too small to establish large colonies, but Spain had greater resources. Seeking the same Asian goal as Portugal, the Genoese Christopher Columbus (d. 1506), sailing for Spain, reached the Caribbean West Indies in 1492, believing it was part of Asia. It was not, and the new-found land became known as the New World or America, after Amerigo Vespucci, an early geographer. Spanish conquistadors arrived on the mainland of Mesoamerica in 1519. Aztec resistance was quickly overcome thanks to assistance from other native states, gunpowder and horses, and European diseases such as smallpox, for which the native population had no immunity. In South America, the Incas were conquered by the 1530s. The natives became Spanish subjects but were often exploited by Spanish settlers. Two viceroys ruled in Mexico City and Lima, Peru; Catholic missionaries, under the control of the Spanish crown, brought Christianity, including cathedrals, schools, and the Inquisition, to the native population.

Although originally less prized than gold and spices, slaves became a major object of trade, and by the nineteenth century ten million African slaves had been shipped to America. Slavery was common in Africa, and the African terminus of the trade was in the hands of the Africans, but the insatiable demand for slaves led to increased warfare on that continent. The slave trade monopoly was worth going to war for. It was not until the late 1700s that slavery came under criticism in Europe.

The Dutch expelled Portugal from the Spice Islands by 1600, and in India, the British East India Company controlled the Mughal Empire by the mid-1700s. Trade with China was limited, its rulers believing the West offered nothing that China needed, and Japan gave only the Dutch minimal trading rights. In the New World, the Dutch, French, and British also established colonies. Eventually British North America consisted of thirteen colonies. France established an empire in Canada, but its French population remained small.

In Europe, a commercial revolution led to integrated markets, joint-stock trading companies, and banking and stock exchange facilities. Mercantilist theory posited that a nation should acquire as much gold and silver as possible, there must be a favorable balance of trade, or more exports than imports, and the state would provide subsidies to manufactures, grant monopolies to traders, build roads and canals, and impose high tariffs to limit imports.  

The impact of European expansion was mixed. In the Americas, the native culture was largely destroyed, and a new multiracial society evolved. That was less true in British America, which became mainly European in population and culture. The Columbian Exchange saw Europeans bringing horses, cattle, sugarcane, and wheat as well as disease and gunpowder to the New World and adopting the potato, maize (corn), and chocolate in turn. Native cultures were least affected in Asia, particularly in Japan and China. Missionaries, mostly Catholic, were mainly successful in the New World, and within Europe, imperial rivalries led to war.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Age of Encounter: Why the West?

2. The Age of Discovery: The Iberian Scramble for the World

3. Economic and Political Expansion in the New World

4. Western Imperialism in South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Asia

5. The Geopolitics of Mercantilism: Economic Imperatives for the Development of European Colonialism

6. The Long-Term Socioeconomic Consequences of European Discovery of the New World

7. The Columbian Exchange: Winners and Losers

MAP EXERCISES

1. European Discoveries and Possessions in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries. MAP 14.1. What were the major geopolitical reasons why the Spanish succeeded mainly in the Western Hemisphere and the Portuguese in Southeast Asia in establishing colonial possessions? By analyzing the map, why were the western European kingdoms in a prime location to begin empire building? (p. 317, in section 14-2 New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires)
2. The Aztec Empire. MAP 14.3. Compare this map with map 14.2. What can we infer about the origins and course of the Aztec in relation to the Maya? What do the borders of each suggest about empires and political power in Mesoamerica? (p. 321, in section 14-2 New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires)
3. Triangular Trade in the Atlantic Economy. MAP 14.5. What products were bought and sold in the Atlantic triangular trade? Which nations participated? In Africa, where were the most important regions for slaves and why? Where were most of the slaves taken, and why? What products would be shipped back to Europe? (p. 325, in section 14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage)
4. The Mughal Empire. MAP 14.7. How does the geography of India and Afghanistan help explain patterns of conquest between the two? (p. 330, in section 14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage)

5. The Qing Empire. MAP 14.8. How did the Qing empire compare in size and geography to Rome or Medieval Europe? How were the Qing able to control such a vast empire without the fracturing of medieval Europe? (p. 331, in section 14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage)

THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “The Spanish Conquistador: Cortés and the Conquest of Mexico”: What does Cortés focus on in his description of an Aztec city? Does he have a self-interested motive in his description of Tenochtitlan and the Aztecs? If so, what might it be? Why do you think he felt justified in overthrowing the Aztec Empire? 
What were his several possible motives, and which might have been the most important? Why? (p. 322, in 

Section 14-2 New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires)
2. “The Atlantic Slave Trade”: Why were European governments and public opinion so slow to respond to the inhuman practices of the slave trade? What role did religion, economics, and race play in ignoring the plight of the African slaves? Is this form of slavery, the slaves, and their owners different than slavery in Ancient Egypt, Greece, or Rome? (p. 326, in section 14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage)
3. “An Imperial Edict to the King of England”: What reasons does Qianlong give for denying Britain’s 

request to open diplomatic and trading relations with China? What does Qianlong’s edict say about the emperor and about China at the end of the eighteenth century? Do his comments imply an ignorance about the West ca. 1800? If he knew more, would his response have been different? Why and or why not? (p. 332, in section 14-3 New Rivals on the World Stage)
4. “The Mission”: From the comments written by Felix de Azara, could the Jesuit missions in Paraguay be described as socialist societies? Why or why not? What might have been the motives of the Jesuits in establishing such missions? Why did the Jesuits so distance themselves from the natives? Were the Jesuits in charge of the missions arrogant? If so, how could the Jesuits justify such a system? (p. 336, in section 14-4 The Impact of European Expansion)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students examine maps drawn up over the course of the Age of Discovery and analyze the changes in those maps as a reflection of Europeans slowly mapping the world.
2. Have students choose an explorer from any European nation and do a brief biography of that explorer. Students must place their chosen explorer in proper context (Where were they from? Who did they sail for? When did they sail?), as well as discuss motives and significance to the Age of Discovery.
3. Suggest students discuss and debate the relationship between economic and non-economic causes and motives as Europeans encountered the non-Western world. 

4. Have students debate the issue of whether slavery in Rome or slavery in the New World was harsher. Evaluate why the subject of slavery in the ancient world does not create intense debate as the subject of slavery in the New World. Ask students to consider why the institution of slavery in Rome is accepted as simply a part of Rome, while the historical discussion of history in the New World is treated differently. 
5. Suggest that selected students research the reasons for the Chinese and Japanese responses to Western incursions into their territories and present their findings to the class.

6. In a panel discussion, have students explore and examine the possible reasons why the first era of globalization was largely the result of European initiative rather than Chinese or Arabic or some other non-Western state or society.

7. Have students debate the advantages and disadvantages for the Europeans and the non-Europeans of the Columbian exchange, and which continent benefited the most.
8. Have students explore the reasons the states in East Asia were more able to resist the impact of Western imperialism than the New World.
9. Have students choose a specific technology or invention and report on how it developed as well as how it facilitated discovery and colonization.
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Hanover History Texts Project (at Hanover College)
http://history.hanover.edu/project.html  
Fine site referenced earlier containing good original source documents arranged by era. Excellent 

material for early modern Europe and Ancient Regime.
2. Excerpts from the Log of Christopher Columbus
http://www.franciscan-archive.org/columbus/opera/excerpts.html 

Columbus’s observations on his first voyage to the Americas.
3. The Map as History
http://www.the-map-as-history.com/maps/10-age_of_discovery.php
A website published and maintained by French scholars that explores European discovery through maps 

and cartography.
4. Internet Modern History Sourcebook (at Fordham)
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook03.asp
Numerous source documents and links covering “The Early Modern World System.”
5. The Ages of Exploration
http://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/type/age-of-discovery/
Published by the Mariners Museum, this website allows students to explore the people, technology, and ships of all nations that traversed the seas in from the fifteenth through the eighteenth centuries. An excellent starting point for student research and reference.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. Crash Course: 15th Century Mariners

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjEGncridoQ
This episode of Crash Course provides a general introduction to the Age of Discovery, with a comparison of European and Asian technology and capabilities around the same time period.
2. Crash Course: The Atlantic Slave Trade
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnV_MTFEGIY&index=24&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
Discovery of the New World led to the creation of the infamous Triangle Trade, which involved the forced migration of millions of Africans to the New World. This clip will present the development of one of the most significant consequences of Europe’s discovery of the New World.
3. Crash Course: The Spanish Empire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjhIzemLdos
The discovery of the New World is what gave Spain the foundation it needed to become the largest, wealthiest, and most powerful state in Europe, and one of the most powerful states in the world. This clip explores how the New World led to Spain’s rise…and fall.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

The Exploration of the Pacific Ocean: 500 Years of History

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/wR9_LxBC
View an exhibit on the exploration of the Pacific Ocean. European exploration of the Pacific began as a search for the fastest route to the spice-rich islands of Indonesia. However, European sailors had very little knowledge of the oceans they were to cross and the uncharted coastlines they would have to navigate. Aided by little more than a compass and instruments like astrolabes, many set off not knowing what they would find or when they would find it. Many, like the famous explorer Magellan, would die in their attempts to identify navigable routes to other regions of the world, or to circumnavigate the globe entirely.
Into the Triangle Trade

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/cwLil0W32QFULQ
Explore an exhibit on the Triangle Trade. The Triangle Trade routes were pivotal to the practice of mercantilism by England, whereby their colonies served one main purpose: to enrich the parent country. Different regions would trade local goods for goods they could not source locally. This was a barter system, and money did not change hands. The three “legs” of the triangle moved finished goods from England to Africa, slaves from Africa to the American colonies, and raw goods from the American colonies back to England.
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