CHAPTER 13

REFORMATION AND RELIGIOUS WARFARE IN 

THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

__________________________________________________________
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Identify the chief ideas of Christian humanists and the way they differed from those of Protestant reformers.

· Outline Martin Luther’s main disagreements with the Roman Catholic Church.

· Summarize the political, social, and economic conditions in Europe that enabled the movement that Luther founded to spread so quickly.

· Define the main tenets of Lutheranism, Zwinglianism, Anabaptism, and Calvinism and explain how these differed from Catholicism.
· Describe the effects of political, economic, and social conditions on the development of the four major religious reform movements (Lutheranism, Zwinglianism, Anabaptism, and Calvinism).
· Recognize the impact of the Protestant Reformation on sixteenth century society.

· Explain the measures of the Roman Catholic Church to reform itself and combat Protestantism in the sixteenth century.

· Identify the role that politics, economic and social conditions, and religion played in the European sixteenth century wars.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS
13-1 Prelude to Reformation

What were the chief ideas of the Christian humanists, and how did they differ from the ideas of the Protestant reformers?

13-2 Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany

What were Martin Luther’s main disagreements with the Roman Catholic Church, and what political, economic, and social conditions help explain why the movement he began spread so quickly across Europe?

13-3 The Spread of the Protestant Reformation

What were the main tenets of Lutheranism, Zwinglianism, Anabaptism, and Calvinism, and how did they differ from each other and from Catholicism? What impact did political, economic, and social conditions have on the development of these four reform movements?

13-4 The Social Impact of the Protestant Reformation


What impact did the Protestant Reformation have on society in the sixteenth century?

13-5 The Catholic Reformation

What measures did the Roman Catholic Church take to reform itself and to combat Protestantism in the sixteenth century?

13-6 Politics and the Wars of Religion in the Sixteenth Century

What role did politics, economic and social conditions, and religion play in the European wars of the sixteenth century?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The roots of the religious reformations of the sixteenth century were several, including Christian humanism, where the focus was on the Bible and the writings of the church fathers. Among the humanists was Desiderius Erasmus (d. 1536), who stressed inner piety and Christ as a guide for daily life rather than dogma and ritual. The Church was criticized for corruption, materialism, and for abuses such as pluralism and absenteeism. For many the quest for salvation was often merely mechanical: collecting relics, going on pilgrimages, purchasing indulgences to reduce time in purgatory. To the medieval church, the sacraments administered by the clergy ensured salvation, but Martin Luther (d. 1546) argued that faith alone was the answer, and that the Bible, not the Church, was the sole authority. In 1517 Luther went public in his criticisms. Outlawed after being condemned by pope and emperor, he translated the Bible into German. 
Erasmus agreed with Luther’s ideas, but feared that they would destroy Christian unity. When peasants rose in rebellion, Luther condemned them: equality before God did not mean equality on earth, and pragmatically, Luther needed the support of the German princes against Emperor Charles V (r. 1519–1556). In 1555, Charles and the princes agreed to the Peace of Augsburg, by which each prince would determine the religion of his subjects. Lutheranism became the state religion in Scandinavia. In Switzerland, Ulrich Zwingli (d. 1531) removed stained glass windows and eliminated music from worship, and despite his failure to secure an alliance with German reformers, Zwingli created a movement that spread among the Swiss cities and sparked civil war. When Pope Clement VII was unable to annul the marriage of England’s Henry VIII (d. 1547), Parliament established a separate church with the monarch as its head. John Calvin (d. 1564) agreed with Luther’s theology, but went further in emphasizing God’s sovereignty and the concept of predestination: some were predestined for heaven, others for hell. His leadership made Geneva, Switzerland, the locus of Protestantism.

For Protestants the family was the center of human society, but theological equality did not lead to equality in marriage: the wife’s role was to obey her husband and bear children. Education was encouraged because of the necessity to read God’s word. Catholic holy days and religious carnivals were abolished; some went further, closing theaters and abolishing dancing. 

Within the Catholic Church, the response to Protestantism was shaped by both the desire for internal reform and the reaction against Protestantism criticisms. The most important Catholic religious order was the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits, founded by Ignatius Loyola (d. 1556), whose The Spiritual Exercises was a primer on how to find God. Pope Paul III (r. 1534–1549) called the Council of Trent, which met from 1545 to 1563; its final report reaffirmed traditional Catholic doctrine.

It was a violent century. In France, prominent Protestants, or Huguenots, were targeted by the monarchy, and violence spilled out into the countryside. The Huguenot head of the Bourbon family became Henry IV (d. 1610). He converted to Catholicism, reconciling the majority, and he issued the Edict of Nantes, granting religious toleration to the Huguenots: both actions were taken for political reasons. Philip II’s authoritarian rule and persecution of Protestants led to rebellion in the Netherlands. It was crushed in the south, but not the north: the Dutch became independent in 1648.

In England, Elizabeth (d. 1603), a moderate Protestant, initiated policies that satisfied most, but not the radical Puritans (who wanted to rid the Church of England of Catholic-like rituals), nor Catholics who remained. English seamen attacked Spanish forces in the Americas, and Elizabeth supported the Dutch. In retaliation, Philip II sent a naval Armada against England in 1588. It ended in a major defeat for Spain that signaled the beginning of Spain’s decline and England’s ascendency.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Reformers in Profile: Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and Henry VIII

2. Politics and the Reformation: Charles V, Henry VIII, and Henry of Navarre
3. The Social Implications of the Reformation: How was Europe Transformed by Religious Divisions?

4. The Catholic Church’s Response: Loyola, Teresa of Avila, and the Inquisition

5. The Connection Between Northern Humanism and Protestantism
6. The Protestant Family
7. Religious Violence in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
MAP EXERCISES 

1. The Empire of Charles V. MAP 13.1. What were the key regions of conflict between the Holy Roman Empire and France and between the Holy Roman Empire and the Ottoman Empire, and why? What particular difficulties and challenges did the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, face? Was his greatest threat coming from France or from the Ottoman Empire? (p. 297, in section 13-2 Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany)
2. Catholics and Protestants in Europe by 1560. MAP 13.3. Can it be claimed that the Protestant Reformation was largely a northern European phenomenon? Why or why not? Why did the Protestant Reformation spread into western Europe and not eastern Europe? What were the factors, political and otherwise, that might have guaranteed the success of Catholicism in southern Europe? (p. 306, in section 13-5 The Catholic Reformation) 

THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Luther and the Ninety-Five Theses”: Summarize the major points of Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses. What are indulgences? What are Luther’s particular criticisms of the pope? Why did they have such a strong appeal in Germany? Why were some Catholics dissatisfied with some church policies? Why do historians claim that the Reformation began with Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses? (p. 294, in section 13-2 Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany)
2. “Opposing Viewpoints: A Reformation Debate: Conflict at Marburg”: What is the issue being debated by Luther and Zwingli? What would have been the Catholic Church’s position if Catholic representatives had been included in the debate? Based on this example, why do you think Reformation debates led to further hostility rather than the compromise and unity between religious and sectarian opponents? (p. 300, in section 13-3 The Spread of the Protestant Reformation)
3. “Calvin’s Rules for the Church in Geneva”: What seemed to be the basis for determining the severity of an offense? How did Calvin view continuing to cling to Catholic beliefs and practices? What methods did he employ to “correct” or “lovingly admonish”? Did the penalties seem reasonable? Did the offenses seem reasonable? To what degree in Europe today are civil laws based on religious beliefs? (p. 303, in section 13-3 The Spread of the Protestant Reformation) 
4. “Queen Elizabeth I: “I Have the Heart of a King””: What qualities are evident in Elizabeth’s speech that would endear her to her listeners? How was her popularity connected to the events of the late sixteenth century? Would the troops at Tilbury have responded differently to a king? Why and or why not? (p. 311, in section 13-6 Politics and the Wars of Religion in the Sixteenth Century) 
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do a study of the modern Lutheran, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Catholic churches, determining how these churches’ beliefs have changed since the Reformation.

2. Have students research the background and values of Martin Luther and Ignatius Loyola to get a person-based perspective on major issues of the sixteenth century.

3. Henry VIII and his six wives seem to interest students. Have students do a study of his marriages. 
Was Henry really the great “womanizer” of history? Was he a good king?

4. Have students research other schisms and breaks within larger religious communities, such as Islam and Buddhism. Did they experience violent conflict as well? Were they caused by similar factors?
5. The failure of the Spanish Armada is a turning point in Western Civilization. Have students research the event and explain how one of the largest and most powerful nations in Europe was defeated by one of the smallest and least powerful of the day.
6. Have students do research to answer the hypothetical question: Could the Reformation have been stopped? Why or why not? Make sure students are specific in their answers.

7. Have students watch Elizabeth: The Golden Age and compare Hollywood’s portrayal of her to the historical record.
8. Evaluate why Puritans presented a threat to Anglicanism by identifying their religious views. Discuss the methods Elizabeth used to try to ensure domestic and foreign affairs that revolved around political relations throughout Western Europe. 
9. Suggest students compare the influence of religion upon political events in the sixteenth century with the influence of religion upon events of the early twenty-first century.
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Best of History Websites (an EdTechTeacher.org resource) 
http://www.besthistorysites.net/ 
Vast online history site with links to hundreds of websites on all aspects of European and world history including links to sites on the history of specific countries, eras, and regions. Very good for Western Europe, the Reformation, and the Counter-Reformation.
2. Project Wittenberg
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/wittenberg-home.html 
Excellent documents online and complete suite of links to other relevant Reformation pages on the Web.
3. Martin Luther
http://www.pbs.org/empires/martinluther/
Excellent site created to accompany PBS series.
4. The Reformation

http://www.lepg.org/religion.htm 
A fine website with a good selection of relevant Reformation documents online including such items as a comparison of Protestant and Catholic doctrine.
5. Treasures of the Saxon State Library: The Reformation in Germany
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/dres/dres1.html#dres3
A wonderful site with original Reformation documents from the Saxon State Archives online—excellent for the history of printing, material culture, and the book trade in the era. Highly recommended.
6. University of Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies
http://crrs.ca/library-2/resources-2/web-resources/  
Excellent assortment of online primary and secondary sources for the study of Europe in the ages of Renaissance and Reformation. Extensive links to other sites.
7. Women in the Renaissance
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/w/women-in-the-renaissance/
A fine site created by the Victoria and Albert Museum.
8. Elizabeth I
http://www.royal.gov.uk/historyofthemonarchy/kingsandqueensofengland/thetudors/elizabethi.aspx
Official site of the British monarchy.
9. Wars of Religion

http://www.historyguide.org/earlymod/lecture6c.html
A straightforward reference site presents the various wars that broke due to the Reformation. Key terms and people are linked to their own reference pages.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course: Luther and the Protestant Reformation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1o8oIELbNxE&list=PLHfk9tsbVRhSEcSyRazGRFprf83u8TLCn&index=1
Crash Course provides a general overview of the causes, course, and consequences of the Reformation.
2. Crash Course: Charles V and the Holy Roman Empire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRYzW3BSj0I&list=PLHfk9tsbVRhSEcSyRazGRFprf83u8TLCn&index=3
Crash Course examines the reign of Charles V in the context of the rise and decline of the Spanish power as well as how the fate of central Europe was tied to Charles’s leadership. The clip sets the broader political context for the Reformation.
3. Yale Courses: Reformation and Division
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koJ6wcHU_Po
In this lecture Prof. Wrightson spends an hour discussing the reign of Henry VIII, but includes more than just religion is his discussion of how Henry’s reign changed England.

4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
With the Eyes of the Humanists: Renaissance and Reformation
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/HQLSxGuJH9sHLQ
Explore an exhibit on the Renaissance and Reformation. Humanism is a school of thought that came to dominate academic discourse during the fifteenth century. It idealized the classic world of the ancient Romans and Greeks as the staple of human culture and expression. Cicero, Plato, and Aristotle were among the classical authors that rose, once again, to prominence among the great philosophical thinkers. The scope of education widened to include the study of the humanities, rhetoric, poetry, moral philosophy, and history. Much humanistic effort also went into improving the understanding and translations of the early Christian texts and the Bible.
Power and Belief: The Reformation at 500

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/RALCdrBZ9S2VLA
Explore an exhibit on the Reformation. Martin Luther was not a high-ranking clergyman, nor the son of a powerful noble. However, he was able to communicate a number of challenging ideas that garnered mass support through their transmission across different kinds of networks. His message of Reformation, bolstered heavily by mass-produced pamphlets paid for by Luther’s friends, reached large audiences across Europe in about four weeks.
Elizabeth I: The Pelican Portrait

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/portrait-of-queen-elizabeth-i/VgG8ronTPh8jDg
Queen Elizabeth I understood the power of visual rhetoric. Her portraits are filled with important symbolism, and in this way, she used portraiture to influence how the world saw her. In her 1575 portrait, Elizabeth is wearing a pelican pendant. It was believed that pelicans would pluck their own breast to feed their children their own blood if necessary. This image also resonated with the symbolism of Christ at the last supper. By wearing a pelican, Elizabeth communicated that she was a selfless leader who would sacrifice everything for her subjects.
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