CHAPTER 11

THE LATER MIDDLE AGES: CRISIS AND DISINTEGRATION IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY

_________________________________________________________


LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the impact of the Black Death on the society and economy of Europe.

· Identify the major problems European states faced in the fourteenth century.

· Explain the decline in the authority and prestige of the papacy in the fourteenth century.

· Summarize the major developments in art and literature in the fourteenth century.

· Discuss how the adversities of the fourteenth century affected urban life.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

11-1 A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis


11-1a The Black Death: From Asia to Europe



• Role of the Mongols




11-1b The Black Death in Europe



• Life and Death: Reactions to the Plague


• Art and the Black Death

11-1c Economic Dislocation and Social Upheaval



• Peasant Revolts



• Revolts in the Cities

11-2 War and Political Instability


11-2a The Hundred Years’ War



• Course of the War



• Joan of Arc



• End of the War

11-2b Political Instability


11-2c Western Europe: England and France 


11-2d The German Monarchy


11-2e The States of Italy

11-3 The Decline of the Church


11-3a Boniface VIII and the Conflict with the State


11-3b The Papacy at Avignon (1305–1378)


11-3c The Great Schism


11-3d The Conciliar Movement

11-4 Culture and Society in an Age of Adversity


11-4a The Development of Vernacular Literature


11-4b A New Art: Giotto

11-4c Changes in Urban Life

11-4d Inventions and New Patterns
FOCUS QUESTIONS

11-1 A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis

What impact did the Black Death have on the society and economy of Europe?

11-2 War and Political Instability

What major problems did European states face in the fourteenth century?

11-3 The Decline of the Church

How and why did the authority and prestige of the papacy decline in the fourteenth century?

11-4 Culture and Society in an Age of Adversity

What were the major developments in art and literature in the fourteenth century? How did the adversities of the fourteenth century affect urban life?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The fourteenth century was an era of crisis. A “little ice” age led to famine, but a greater disaster followed: the Black Death. The bubonic plague was spread by black rats’ fleas, carrying the bacterium Yersinia pestis, while the pneumonic variety was transmitted through the air from person to person. It originated in Asia and reached Europe in 1347. In a few years up to 50 percent of the population died, with higher mortality rates in urban areas. It returned every few years for centuries. 

Reactions differed. Some escaped into alcohol, sex, and crime. Others, believing the Black Death to be a punishment from God, attempted to atone for their sins through self-inflicted pain. The Jews became scapegoats. In the wake of the Black Death, artists frequently portrayed subjects of death and decay based on the ars moriendi, or the art of dying, as exemplified by Francesco Traini’s fresco, The Triumph of Death. People fled, carrying the plague with them. The resulting labor shortage could benefit peasants, although the demand for products was also reduced. When the ruling classes reduced wage rates, there were peasant revolts. The ruling classes quelled the revolts, but social upheaval continued to plague the post-plague world. 
Wars were also part of the crisis, notably the Hundred Years’ War between England and France. In 1328 the French Capetian line ended. England’s Edward III (d. 1377) claimed the French throne, but a cousin to the Capetians, Philip of Valois, became king (d. 1350). War soon began. Armored knights on horseback were the backbone of medieval armies, but English peasants using the longbow had begun to change the face of war. It was the beginning of the Infantry Revolution, reversing the trend of cavalry dominating the battlefield since the days of Rome. When the French king was captured, a treaty was signed in 1360: France agreed to pay ransom, the English received land in France, and Edward renounced his claim to the throne. Using guerilla tactics, the French regained their lands, but in 1415 England’s Henry V (d. 1422) invaded. The French cause was saved by Joan of Arc (d. 1431), a young peasant woman, who claimed to have been told by an angel and saints that she should offer her support to the dauphin, the heir to the throne. Her leadership inspired the French, who also began to rely on cannon, and by 1453 France had won. 

During Edward III’s reign, the English Parliament gained control over taxes, increasing its power. In France, however, the Estates-General failed to achieve the same influence. Competing aristocratic factions also divided both kingdoms. In Germany, dukedoms and city-states went their own way, independent of the Holy Roman Emperor, itself an elective and largely powerless office. Italy was divided into small kingdoms in the south, the Papal States in central Italy, and several city-states in the north, notably the duchy of Milan and the oligarchic republics of Florence and Venice. Warfare was endemic. 

The papacy declined. Confrontation between France’s Philip IV (d. 1314) and Pope Boniface VIII led to the removal of the papacy to Avignon on France’s border in 1305. From 1377 there were two competing popes. Some argued that a general council, not the pope, should rule the church, and conciliarism eventually ended the Great Schism. There was a preoccupation with death and salvation. Some turned to good works, others to mysticism and devotional movements. The scholastics’ confidence in reason was attacked: God’s existence could only be “proved” by faith.

Vernacular literature was exemplified in Italy by Dante, Boccaccio, and Petrarch, in England by Chaucer, and in France by Christine de Pizan. In art, Giotto explored three-dimensional realism. The impact of the plague led to urban public health regulations, to younger marriages, and to a greater division of gender roles under the assumption that women were the weaker gender, based in part on religious doctrine (since Eve gave in to the temptations of the devil). Technological developments included the perfection of the clock and eyeglasses, and paper began to replace parchment (many of these technologies, like the plague, also came from Asia, China in particular). Finally, the development of gunpowder blew the Middle Ages into history.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Disease and History: The Example of the Black Death

2. The Impact of War on Medieval Society: Example of the Hundred Years’ War and Subsequent Peasant Revolts

3. The Decline of Papal Authority and Its Impact on Church-State Relations

4. The Great Schism and Its Socio-political and Socio-cultural Repercussions

5. The Impact of Technology: Medieval Inventions and Their Effect on European Beliefs and Values

6. Joan of Arc: Mysticism, Royal Credulity, Dynastic Politics, and the Formation of France

7. Fourteenth-century Anti-Semitism: Causes and Consequences
8. Vernacular Writers in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries

MAP EXERCISES 

1. Spread of the Black Death. MAP 11.1. What areas were largely spared from the impact of the plague, and was geography, including distance from the eastern Mediterranean, the primary explanation? (p. 243, in section 11-1 A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis)
2. The Hundred Years’ War. MAP 11.2. Compare the lands in France controlled in England in 1360 with those held in 1429. How do they differ? What part did geographical proximity to England as well as the regions in France historically and traditionally under English control play in England’s successes during the war? (p. 248, in section 11-2 War and Political Instability)
3. The Holy Roman Empire in the Fourteenth Century. MAP 11.3. Why was the Holy Roman Empire unable to unite the way that England and France did? What role did geography play and what role did human agency play? (p. 252, in section 11-2 War and Political Instability)

THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Opposing Views: Causes of the Black Death: Contemporary Views”: What were the different explanations for the cause of the Black Death, and what do they reveal about medical knowledge in the Middle Ages? Which individual maintained a theory that was most closely related to the true cause of the disease?  (p. 242, in section 11-1 A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis) 

2. “A Revolt of French Peasants”: Why did the peasants react so strongly against their noble lords? What seem to be the principal motivations of their action? How reliable do you believe this source to be as an accurate account of what happened? Is it an account more favorable to the nobles or the peasants? Are there any possible connections between the onset of the Black Death in 1347 and the revolt of the French peasants in 1358? If so, what are they? (p. 246, in section 11-1 A Time of Troubles: Black Death and Social Crisis)
3. “Dante’s Vision of Hell”: What realism does Dante convey with this scene? How would this piece of literature compare with earlier medieval works? Why would the church oppose this work? What lessons do you think this work was intended to teach its readers? (p. 256, in section 11-4 Cultural and Society in an Age of Adversity)
4. “A Liberated Woman in the Fourteenth Century”: What ideas about God, sin, and sexuality did Cathar Grazida Lizier express in her testimony? Why would they have been troubling to the Catholic inquisitor questioning her? (p. 259, in section 11-4 Cultural and Society in an Age of Adversity)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. The Hundred Years’ War witnessed the beginning of the Infantry Revolution. Have students research the Infantry Revolution and explain its social, political, and economic impact in addition to its effect on military strategy.
2. Students could trace the path as the Black Death spread throughout Europe. Identify the methods by which the plague was introduced to the European population.
3. The warring states of the Italian peninsula made extensive use of mercenaries. Have students research mercenaries in different periods of history and compare and contrast why and how states turn to hired armies instead of following the Roman and Greek tradition of the citizen soldier. 
4. Have students research and report on the trial of Joan of Arc. Students can use portions of the trial transcripts, as well as secondary sources. Why was she so successful? Why did her life end so badly if she was so successful?
5. Have students find evidence of medieval popular religion and mysticism in modern religious movements.

6. Compare the aftermath of the Black Death with other major epidemics (such as the Spanish Flu). What were the long and short-term consequences of these epidemics on society? What factors play a role in a society’s ability to recover rather than collapse?
7. Have students explore the world of medical practices in the late Middle Ages.

8. List the new inventions on the board and have students identify which item was of the most importance. Students choosing the same items will organize a group and then try to convince other groups why their chosen invention was the most valuable for society.

9. Dante’s Inferno presented a version of hell for the fourteenth century. Have students create an Inferno for the early twenty-first century. What would be levels of a modern hell, and who might inhabit its various levels?
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. The Black Death
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/black_01.shtml 
A detailed discussion of the Black Death created by the BBC.
2. The World of Dante
http://www.worldofdante.org/
Thorough site covering major points of Dante’s Inferno.
3. Art and Death in the Middle Ages
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/deth/hd_deth.htm 

Excellent treatment of the subject by the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
4. Medieval Astronomical Clocks
http://io9.com/astronomical-clocks-were-a-wonder-of-the-medieval-world-1484069867 

Site offering detailed images of some of the most innovative medieval clocks.
5. Medieval Europe Documents 

http://history.hanover.edu/project.php#ma 
An excellent site in the Hanover College history series offering an array of primary documents and links on the Middle Ages, especially the period of the Crusades.
6. Technology and the Hundred Years’ War
http://www.britannica.com/technology/military-technology/The-infantry-revolution-c-1200-1500
An extensive article, written for a general audience, that explains the various new military technologies that developed during the Hundred Years’ War and influenced not only that war, but military history ever since.

RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course World History: Disease!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PLBmUVYYeg
This short clip examines the impact of diseases and epidemics on the course of human history with special attention paid to the bubonic plague of the fourteenth century.

2. The Past, Present, and Future of the Bubonic Plague
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySClB6-OH-Q
This short TED-Ex clip explains why even though Yersinia Pestis still exists today, the Black Death won’t wipe out half the world’s population.

3. Dante’s Divine Comedy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=679FGDpZBew&list=PLB99716927DC94F0C
YaleCourses offers the lectures of an entire course dedicated to The Divine Comedy, Dante, and the world in which he wrote. With over 20 lectures in the playlist, students will easily find more than they could possibly want to know about Dante’s trip through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Joan of Arc

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m046mm
Joan of Arc was thirteen the first time she heard the voice of God. She traveled to the then uncrowned Dauphin of France, advising him to reclaim his throne from the English King, Henry V. She impressed the Dauphin and, consequently, was given control over an army. She led the French to many victories, allowing the Dauphin to be crowned King Charles VII in 1429. She was eventually captured and put on trial by the English. She was convicted of cross-dressing and claiming that God had spoken to her directly and was burned at the stake in 1431. 
Giotto

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0kp91
Fourteenth-century Italian artist Giotto di Bondone was ahead of his time. He introduced the idea of perspective to the medieval art scene. Prior to Giotto, a painting was judged more by the emotion it solicited in the viewer than by the representation on the canvas. Giotto brought realism and emotion together. His paintings of the Virgin Mary and her son Jesus allowed medieval people to see the human side of the Christian Holy Family and connect with them as people.
PAGE  
© 2020 Cengage. All rights reserved. May not be scanned, copied or duplicated, or posted to a publicly accessible website, in whole or in part 

