CHAPTER 10

THE RISE OF KINGDOMS AND THE GROWTH OF 

CHURCH POWER

_________________________________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Outline the steps taken by rulers in England and France during the High Middle Ages to reverse the decentralizing tendencies of fief-holding.

· Summarize the major political and religious developments in Spain, the Holy Roman Empire, and northern and eastern Europe during the High Middle Ages.

· Explain what was at issue in the Investiture Controversy and its effect on the church and on Germany. 

· Describe the characteristics of the papal monarchy and the new religious orders of the High Middle Ages, as well as the role of women in religious life.

· Analyze the church’s attitude toward heretics and Jews during the High Middle Ages.

· Discuss the reasons for and the impact of the Crusades.
CHAPTER OUTLINE

10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300


10-1a England in the High Middle Ages



• Henry II



• King John and Magna Carta



• Edward I and the Emergence of Parliament


10-1b The Growth of the French Kingdom



• Philip IV and the Estates-General


10-1c Christian Reconquest: The Spanish Kingdoms
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10-3a Growth of the Papal Monarchy


10-3b New Religious Orders and Spiritual Ideals
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• Monasticism and Social Services
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10-3d Voices of Protest and Intolerance



• Persecution of the Jews
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10-4 The Crusades


10-4a Background to the Crusades



• Islam and the Seljuk Turks
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10-4b The Early Crusades


• What Motivated the Crusaders?


• The First Crusade



• The Second Crusade



• The Third Crusade


10-4c The Crusades of the Thirteenth Century


10-4d What Were the Effects of the Crusades?
FOCUS QUESTIONS

10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300
What steps did the rulers of England and France take during the High Middle Ages to reverse the decentralizing tendencies of fief-holding? What were the major political and religious developments in Spain, the Holy Roman Empire, and northern and eastern Europe during the High Middle Ages?
10-2 The Recovery and Reform of the Catholic Church

What was at issue in the Investiture Controversy, and what effect did the controversy have on the church and on Germany?

10-3 Christianity and Medieval Civilization

What were the characteristics of the papal monarchy and the new religious orders of the High Middle Ages, and what role did women play in the religious life of the period? What was the church’s attitude toward heretics and Jews during the High Middle Ages?

10-4 The Crusades

What were the reasons for the Crusades, and who or what benefited the most from the experience of the Crusades?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

In the High Middle Ages, monarchs consolidated their power, using the profits of trade and taxes on commerce to employ mercenary soldiers and professional bureaucrats instead of relying upon their nobles. When William, Duke of Normandy, conquered England in 1066, he created a centralized monarchy. Henry II (d. 1189) established a system of royal courts and laws common to the entire kingdom, but Henry’s youngest son, John (d. 1216) was forced to accept the Magna Carta in 1215, which established the principle that the king was also bound by the laws. Edward I (d. 1307) advanced representative government in the institution of Parliament when he summoned representatives from the cities and the non-titled knightly class to meet with the higher nobility, which eventually evolved into the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

The early Capetian kings of France had little authority over their nobility, but Philip Augustus (d. 1223) strengthened the monarchy by depriving the English kings of their French lands. By the reign of Philip IV the Fair (d. 1314), a royal bureaucracy was firmly in place. In 1302, Philip summoned representatives of the nobility, clergy, and the cities, thus instituting the Estates-General, but that body never gained the power of England’s Parliament.

In the eleventh century several small Christian kingdoms in northern Spain began to wage war against the Muslims, a struggle that continued until 1492 when the Moors were expelled. The German monarchs, preoccupied with controlling northern Italy, lessened their authority in Germany; centralized royal power never materialized in Germany. Unified monarchies appeared in Scandinavia, and in eastern Europe German Teutonic Knights battled Slavs. Farther east, the Mongols conquered Russia.

The Church remained powerful, but its spirituality was compromised by its secular involvements. From the abbey of Cluny, a reform movement transformed monastic life and the papacy as well. In the Investiture Controversy, wherein the German kings had been appointing church officials, Pope Gregory VII forced Henry IV to beg his forgiveness at Canossa (1077), an event that symbolized the pope’s authority over the king. The Church’s power reached its apex under Pope Innocent III (r. 1198–1216), who excommunicated kings and authorized crusades. 
The High Middle Ages was an era of religious enthusiasm. Several new non-cloistered religious orders, such as the Franciscans and Dominicans, worked in the secular world. Monasteries provided many social services, including providing food and clothing to the poor, and hospitals for the elderly or terminally ill. Among the saints, Mary, the mother of Jesus, was particularly popular. Collecting holy relics and embarking on pilgrimages was widespread. Innocent III supported a crusade against the heresy of Cathar dualism and instituted the holy Inquisition. Homosexuals and Jews were also victims of popular intolerance, and the latter were driven out of France and England.

The crusades exemplified the power of the papacy and popular religious enthusiasm. The Muslim Seljuk Turks defeated a Byzantine army at the battle of Manzikert in 1071, and in 1095 Pope Urban II urged a holy war against Islam. Reflecting the popular religious enthusiasms of the era, a “Peasants’ Crusade” was launched, but met with a disastrous outcome. The motives of the crusaders were mixed, including religion, adventure, and the quest for riches. They captured Jerusalem in 1099 and established several small “Crusader States” in the region. The Turks struck back, leading to later crusades. The Fourth Crusade, at the urging of the Venetians who were providing transportation, sacked Constantinople; the Byzantine Empire never fully recovered. Other crusades followed, but in 1291 the last western outpost, Acre, fell to Islam. The crusades contributed to the revival of trade, already underway, but they also encouraged the spread of religious bigotry and violence.
SUGGESTED LECTURE TOPICS

1. The Development of the National States: England, France, and Germany

2. The Consequences of Political Decentralization in Italy and Germany
3. Monastic Development and Internal Reform of the Church

4. Faith and Intolerance in the Middle Ages

5. Popular Religion in the High Middle Ages

6. Islam and the West During the Age of Crusades
MAP EXERCISES 

1. England and France (1154–1337): (left) England and Its French Holdings; (right) Growth of the French State. MAP 10.1. Compare the losses and the gains of England and the French in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Who gained the most, and why? What factor did geographical considerations play? (p. 218, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300)
2. Christian Reconquests in the Western Mediterranean. MAP 10.2. Trace the reconquest of Spain from Islam between 1000 and 1492. What factors might account for the geographical pattern of reconquest? (p. 219, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300)
3. The Lands of the Holy Roman Empire in the Twelfth Century. MAP 10.3. Discuss the impact of geography on the relations between the Holy Roman Empire and the Papacy. What were the reasons that the rulers of the German lands became involved in Italian affairs? (p. 220, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300) 

4. Northern and Eastern Europe, ca. 1150. MAP 10.4. Locate the Germanic and the Slavic territories of northern and eastern Europe. How will this location become an issue for the Germans in centuries to come? (p. 221, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300)
5. The Mongol Empire in the Thirteenth Century. MAP 10.5. What possible geographical factors 

could explain both the rapid and extensive development of the Mongol Empire and its relatively rapid 

decline? Why would an Eastern European looking at this map become concerned about the growth of the Mongol Empire? (p. 222, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300)
6. The Early Crusades. MAP 10.6. What role did the seas play in the Crusades? What factors might explain why it was only the Third Crusade and not the earlier crusades that made use of sea travel to the Holy Land? (p. 234, in section 10-4 The Crusades)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Magna Carta”: Summarize the major principles of the Magna Carta as seen in this excerpt. Why has the Magna Carta been considered such an important historical document? In what manner can the Magna Carta be designated a medieval or a feudal document? How is it modern, if it is? Be specific. (p. 216, in section 10-1 The Emergence and Growth of European Kingdoms, 1000–1300)
2. “The Miraculous Power of the Sacraments”: What lessons are these stories intended to convey to those who hear it? How do these stories compare with the miracles recounted in the Old and New Testament? Why might the clergy perpetuate stories like these? (p. 229, in section 10-3 Christianity and Medieval Civilization) 

3. “Treatment of the Jews”: What do these documents reveal about Christian attitudes toward the Jews? What fears or base motives in Christian communities may have aggravated the development of such virulently anti-Semitic attitudes? Was the institutional Church mainly responsible for the anti-Semitism reflected in the three documents, or were they largely the outcome of the “popular Christianity” of the High Middle Ages? (p. 231, in section 10-3 Christianity and Medieval Civilization)
4. “Opposing Viewpoints: The Siege of Jerusalem: Christian and Muslim Perspectives”: What do these documents reveal about the crusading ideals of Europeans? Would the crusades have even taken place if it were not for the conquests of Islam? (p. 235, in section 10-4 The Crusades)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Culture in Spain has a definite Muslim influence. Have students write a synopsis of Muslim contributions to the culture of Spain.

2. Scholars consider the two most powerful popes of the Middle Ages to be Gregory VII and Innocent III. 
Have students do an essay comparing the lives of these two great pontiffs and explain how they came to be so powerful and influential.
3. Suggest that students research either the conflict between Henry II of England and Thomas à Becket, or Henry IV and Gregory VII at Canossa, and compare the conflict between them concerning issues and personalities.
4. Have students do a comparative study of the lives of Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Bernard of 

Clairvaux, being sure to bring out similarities and differences. 
5. Lead of a discussion of anti-Semitism in the Middle Ages. In what ways was medieval anti-Semitism similar to modern anti-Semitism? In what ways was it different?
6. Hollywood and history. Suggest students view movies such as Becket, The Lion in Winter, Braveheart, Kingdom of Heaven, and The Last Kingdom, and assess the film(s) for historical accuracies and/or inaccuracies.
7. Suggest students explore and discuss the issue of the continuing relevance of the Crusades. Students can discuss if the Crusades were a pre-emptive or reactionary response to Islamic conquests.
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. Britain’s Bayeux Tapestry

http://www.bayeuxtapestry.org.uk/
Beautiful illustrations and commentary on this visual chronicle of the Normans’ invasion of England.

2. Internet Islamic History Source Book

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/islam/islamsbook.asp
An excellent online source of major original documents in translation with extensive links to other 

relevant sites on the web. Excellent for both Islam and Byzantium.

3. Vatican Museums, Rome

http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en.html
A superb and amply illustrated site ideal for research on cultural patronage of medieval and Renaissance papacy. 

4. Crusader States

http://www.crusaderstates.org/
Provided by Fordham University, this website contains links, bibliographies, primary sources, and other 

resources for research on the Crusader States at all levels of scholarship.

5. Medieval Art at The Met
https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/medieval-art-and-the-cloisters
 An exploration of medieval art through the collection of The Met.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Battle of Hastings 1066 – The Normans

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLy1LskT6Y8
An introductory clip from a larger BBC documentary, this clip presents the basic background and significance of one of the most important battles of the Middle Ages.
2. The Investiture Controversy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-D7tSogdwI
An important but complicated event, this short clip is an excerpt from a scholar at Boston College explaining the controversy and its significance.
3. The Crusades

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPQsfbJLptMFB4Wcgx-oexBc26E2SDVTx
This link is to a playlist of short 10-minute film clips of lecture by Dr. David Neiman on various aspects of the Crusades. As a rabbi, Dr. Neiman offers a different perspective on the Crusades than the traditional Christian or Muslim narratives.

4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
The Bayeux Tapestry, created 1070 c.e.

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-bayeux-tapestry/xwFMdX0--YJEOA
View a portion of the Bayeux Tapestry. The Bayeux tapestry shows the invasion of England by William of Normandy in the year 1066. It is a document authored by women and should rightfully be called the Bayeux Embroidery. “Tapestry” was very much a gendered word within medieval society, indicating that the work was done predominantly by men, while women practiced the craft of “embroidery.” This piece was purposefully labeled as a tapestry as a way to obscure the female authorship of this important primary source artifact.
Holy Roman Empire

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m03gk2
View images and artifacts from the Holy Roman Empire. The Holy Roman Empire was a collection of associated territories, like a prototypical version of the European Union. After the disintegration of the Roman Empire in the West, Europe fell into chaos, with a series of wars between different kings trying to establish their rule. In 800 c.e., through a public alliance between Charlemagne and Pope Leo III, the Holy Roman Empire was established, merging state and church power.
The Krak des Chevaliers

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/vwKyTjNfndR2Kw
Explore an exhibit on the Krak des Chevaliers. The Krak de Chevaliers is a Crusader fortress located in western Syria. It was built in 1031 c.e., and extensively altered between 1150 and 1250 to meet the needs of the European crusaders who lived there during the crusading era, including the Knights Hospitallers, after its capture during the First Crusade. In 2006, it was recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It has been damaged by shelling since the start of the Syrian Civil War in 2011. The extent of the damage is currently unknown.
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