CHAPTER 8

EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION IN THE EARLY 
MIDDLE AGES, 750–1000

________________________________________________________
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Explain the significance of Charlemagne’s coronation as emperor.

· Note how the political, intellectual, and daily life in the Carolingian Empire represented a fusion of Gallo-Roman, Germanic, and Christian practices.

· Summarize the impact of the Vikings on the history and culture of medieval Europe.

· Describe the fief-holding world and its relationship to manorialism.

· Identify the chief developments in the Byzantine Empire between 750 and 1000.
· Recognize the patterns of development that occurred in central and eastern Europe because of the Slavic peoples.

· Discuss the chief developments in the Islamic world between 750 and 1000.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

8-1 The World of the Carolingians


8-1a Charlemagne and the Carolingian Empire (768–814)



• Expansion of the Carolingian Empire



• Governing the Empire



• Charlemagne as Emperor



• What was the Significance of Charlemagne?
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

8-1 The World of the Carolingians

What was the significance of Charlemagne’s coronation as emperor? In what ways did the political, intellectual, and daily life in the Carolingian Empire represent a fusion of Gallo-Roman, Germanic, and Christian practices?
8-2 Disintegration of the Carolingian Empire

What impact did the Vikings have on the history and culture of medieval Europe?

8-3 The Emerging World of Lords and Vassals

What was fief-holding, and how was it related to manorialism?

8-4 The Zenith of Byzantine Civilization

What were the chief developments in the Byzantine Empire between 750 and 1000?

8-5 The Slavic Peoples of Central and Eastern Europe

What patterns of development occurred in central and eastern Europe as a result of the Slavic peoples?

8-6 The World of Islam

What were the chief developments in the Islamic world between 750 and 1000?

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Early medieval Europe was a land of isolated villages. Famine was common, and life expectancy was low. In France, Charlemagne (r. 768–814) gained a vast European kingdom through military conquest, but governing it was difficult. Roads were largely nonexistent, and there was no bureaucracy except the king’s royal appointees, or counts, who had their own ambitions. Charlemagne made use of church officials, and on Christmas Day, 800, Pope Leo III crowned him Roman emperor, symbolizing the fusion of Roman, Christian, and German elements. It was a much different Roman Empire than existed centuries earlier, but nevertheless, some historians have claimed that Charlemagne should be considered as the “father of Europe.” There was also a Carolingian intellectual revival. Monasteries maintained scriptoria for the copying of manuscripts. A palace school was established where classical Latin was taught, and what later became the liberal arts was established as the basis for all later medieval education.

The church attempted to establish formal monogamous marriages. Sex outside of marriage was condemned, as was homosexuality. Clergy were to be celibate. Unwanted children were often taken into monasteries, which were also expected to provide hospitality for travelers. The fundamental food for all classes was bread, consumed in great quantities. Cows and oxen were used for dairy produce and plowing, and sheep were raised for wool. Drunkenness was common, as was overeating (gluttony), though malnutrition also was widespread. Individuals resorted to bleeding, herbs, magical charms, and appeals to God and the saints to cure diseases.

Charlemagne’s grandchildren divided his lands into a Latin-French west and a Germanic east and fought over the region in between the two. Invasions by Scandinavian Vikings, Muslims, and Magyars occurred in the ninth and tenth centuries. Divided leadership and the invasions led to feudalism, or lordship, where government became localized, and powerful nobles controlled vast lands. Other free men, vassals, served the lords, promising military service, and were granted lands, known as fiefs. Relations between lords and vassals were formalized by the oath of homage and fealty. Free peasants and unfree serfs worked the land in a system known as manorialism. In the German lands, with the death of the last Carolingian ruler (911), a Saxon duke was elected king. Otto I (d. 973), who was crowned Roman Emperor, attempted to rule both Italy and the German lands, an impossible task. The Carolingian line also died out in France (987). The new dynasty that took over in France ruled for centuries. In England, the king defeated the Danish Vikings and created a unified monarchy.

The tenth century was the “golden age of Byzantine civilization.” Under the Macedonian dynasty (867–1056), trade flourished, the Bulgars were defeated, Muslim armies were repelled, and Byzantine territory was increased. In Eastern Europe, the Slavic kingdoms of Poland and Bohemia were established, whose peoples were converted to Christianity by Catholic missionaries. The eastern and southern Slavs, such as the Bulgars, the Serbs, and the Russ, adopted Orthodox Christianity, initially under the missionary leadership of Cyril and Methodius, who devised the Cyrillic or Slavonic alphabet, making the Bible available to Slavs.

During the eighth century the new Abbasid dynasty moved the capital of the Islamic empire east to Baghdad, where Persian influence was more pronounced. Greek, Syrian, and Persian scientific and philosophic writings were translated into Arabic, and an urban culture blossomed, not only in the Near East but also in Umayyad Spain’s Córdoba, which later became a gateway of classical knowledge to the Christian west. Political unity in Islam, however, was lost, with separate caliphates established in Spain, Egypt, and elsewhere.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Carolingian Renaissance

2. Governing the Carolingian Empire: Institutions and Practices
3. Causes and Consequences of the Viking Invasions
4. Life in Early Medieval Europe: Peasants, Monks, and Warriors
5. Feudalism and Manorialism: Economic and Political Systems Tied Together in a Time of Troubles

6. The Slavic Peoples: Struggle Between East and West

7. The Abbasids and the “Golden Age of Islam”
MAP EXERCISES 

1. The Carolingian Empire. MAP 8.1. What obstacles might Charlemagne have encountered that prevented his empire from expanding further? (Think about geography, foreign powers, and the resources needed to administer a vast empire.) Why wasn’t Charlemagne able to control as much territory as the Roman empire? How does the map of the Carolingian Empire align with the map of Catholicism in Europe? (p. 171, in section 8-1 The World of the Carolingians) 

2. Division of the Carolingian Empire by the Treaty of Verdun, 843. MAP 8.2. How closely does the division of Charlemagne’s empire match the current-day division of European nations? What seemed to be the main factor in deciding where to draw boundaries? (p. 174, in section 8-2 Disintegration of the Carolingian Empire)
3. Invasions of the Ninth and Tenth Centuries. MAP 8.3. Which invading group had the greatest impact upon Europe in the ninth and tenth centuries? Why? Geographically, what was the reason for the Vikings’ success? (p. 175, in section 8-2 Disintegration of the Carolingian Empire)
4. A Typical Manor. MAP 8.4. Discuss the various geographical subsections of the manor from both an economic and a social perspective. How do the holdings and features of the manor indicate interdependence between the lord and his peasants? (p. 180, in section 8-3 The Emerging World of Lords and Vassals)
5. The Migrations of the Slavs. MAP 8.6. What might have been the causes of the migration of the Slavic peoples into Eastern Europe during the 500s and the 600s? Does geography help explain why some of the Slavs became Catholic Christians and other Slavs became Orthodox Christians? (p. 184, in section 8-5 The Slavic Peoples of Central and Eastern Europe)
6. The Abbasid Caliphate at the Height of Its Power. MAP 8.7. How do the borders of the caliphate compare with those of Rome at its peak? What problems would the caliphs share with Rome in administering such a vast empire? (p. 186, in section 8-6 The World of Islam)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “The Achievements of Charlemagne.”: Based on Einhard’s account, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of Charlemagne. Which characteristics help to explain Charlemagne’s success as a ruler? Does Einhard exaggerate Charlemagne’s strengths? Why? Does Einhard directly or indirectly suggest any weaknesses or negative qualities of Charlemagne? What purposes do you believe this medieval historian intended his history writing to serve? (p. 169, in section 8-1 The World of Carolingians)
2. “Global Perspectives: Lords, Vassals, and Samurai in Europe and Japan”: According to Bishop Fulbert of Chartres, the obligations to authority included the swearing of six oaths: harmless, safe, honorable, useful, easy, and practicable. After reading The Way of the Samurai, are the same oaths identifiable in Japanese feudalism? (p. 179, in section 8-3 The Emerging World of Lords and Vassals)
3. “A Manor House”: What do the different rooms tell us about the functions of the manor? The document mentioned defenses and fortifications. Against whom might these defenses be built? What evidence does the manor provide of the interlocking lifestyles of the lord and his peasants? How are they dependent upon one another? (p. 181, in section 8-3 The Emerging World of Lords and Vassals)
4. “A Western View of the Byzantine Empire”: What impressions of the Byzantine court do we receive from Liudprand of Cremona's account? How might the Byzantine court differ from the royal courts in Western Europe during the tenth century? What is the modern meaning of the word “byzantine”? (p. 183, in section 8-4 The Zenith of Byzantine Civilization) 

5. “A Muslim’s Description of the Rus”: What was Ibn Fadlan’s impression of the Rus? What did he admire and what did he deplore about the Rus? Why do you think he was so critical of their behavior? Would a Muslim’s observations of the Rus in the early tenth century differ from accounts by Christians from Constantinople? Why and/or why not? (p. 185, in section 8-5 The Slavic Peoples of Central and Eastern Europe)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students write an essay on the importance of the Carolingian Renaissance based on this question: Why did the Carolingian Renaissance not continue into later eras?

2. The Byzantines entered their golden age around the same time Charlemagne was crowned Roman Emperor. Have students argue which empire is more fit to be called the inheritor of ancient Rome, or, whether either empire should be considered as “Roman.”
3. Have students compare and contrast western and eastern Europe in the Early Middle Ages. Hold a discussion about the causes and implications of the differences between the two regions.
4. Historian Tony Judt argued that one reason Europeans today demand so much from their governments in terms of social services is because they are still thinking in the centuries old tradition that the “lords” own everything and dispense justice, welfare, and other social needs in exchange for loyalty and military service. Is his reasoning correct? Have students compare the manor system with modern European welfare states and weigh in on Judt’s argument.
5. Have students do a project on the various types of feudalism and how the political system developed in 

the various European countries.
6. Ask students to compare and contrast the European feudal system with the Japanese feudal system. Evaluate which form of feudalism created a more preferable social and military system. 

7. Ask students to explore the concept of Islam as “the Other” during the Middle Ages.

8. Suggest that students examine the similarities and differences between Roman Catholic Christianity and Orthodox Christianity.
INTERNET RESOURCES
1.Internet Medieval Source Book 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook.asp
Extensive online collection of key medieval texts.
2. Monarchs in Medieval France
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/bnf/bnf0003.html
Richly illustrated site from U.S. Library of Congress exhibition including images of Carolingian fine and decorative arts.

3. The Life of Charlemagne 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/einhard.asp
A medieval biography of Charlemagne.
4. The Islamic Golden Age

http://islamichistory.org/islamic-golden-age/
Excellent site collecting resources and information on the Golden Age of Islamic Civilization.

5. Discover Islamic Art

http://www.discoverislamicart.org/
Superb site created by the Museum With No Frontiers facilitating the exploration of Islamic art.

6. Byzantium

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/byza/hd_byza.htm
Site published by the Met that includes general reference information on the Byzantine Empire supplemented with artifacts from the museum’s collection.
7. Medieval Documents

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/medieval.asp
This site is a repository of primary source documents provided by Yale Law School. Unfortunately, since it is a law school hosting the site most, documents are governmental and legal in nature. The Internet Medieval Source Book, above, includes documents about daily life and about the non-nobles of Europe.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Medieval Manor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NASCj4YcHDQ
Short clip from a larger documentary about the life of the peasants and common folk in a manor in Britain shortly after the Norman invasion.
2. Timelines TV

http://www.timelines.tv/
A private educational documentary site that produces education films and short clips on British history from the medieval period to the present.
3. Early Middle Ages

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL77A337915A76F660
This is the playlist for the entire lecture series on the Middle Ages from Yale Courses. It includes twenty-two lectures, each approximately 45 minutes long, on every aspect of the Middle Ages that you could possibly want to know, including Charlemagne, the Abbasid dynasty, and the Vikings, without having to go to graduate school.

4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

The Origin of Romanesque Art

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/AQlY1zN2
Explore an exhibit on the origins of Romanesque art. Romanesque churches, massive with rounded arches, small windows, and very thick walls capable of supporting stone roofs, were oriented with their main doors on the west side so that parishioners faced Jerusalem when praying. Their architecture also maximized the amount of sunlight that reached the interior. They were built to withstand attack and look very much like fortresses. The Romanesque style was used from 800 c.e. to 1100 c.e., when the technology for pointed arches and towers that stretched to the sky made Gothic architecture possible in Europe.
Viking Hoard
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/viking-hoard/rgH_7_bLj1kwNQ
View images of a Viking silver hoard, found in 1996 in the Dutch village of Westerklief. From around 800 c.e. to the eleventh century, a vast number of Scandinavians left their homelands to seek their fortunes elsewhere. These seafaring warriors, known collectively as Vikings or Norsemen (“Northmen”), began by raiding coastal sites, especially undefended monasteries, in the British Isles.
The Umayyad Mosque of Damascus

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/gAIiDrQL2PCxIQ
Explore an exhibit on the Umayyad Mosque, located in Damascus, the capital of Syria. When Muhammad first began preaching his message, the Umayyad clan comprised his greatest opposition. As the richest and most powerful clan in Mecca, they were threatened by the changes that Islam brought. After his conquest of Mecca, Muhammad gave many Quraysh elites, including members of Muawiya’s Umayyad family, high-ranking positions in his government. In 711, the Umayyad crossed into the Iberian Peninsula and rapidly conquered most of it, establishing a forward base in southern France. They were defeated between Tours and Poitiers in 732 by Charlemagne, halting the expansion of Islam into Western Europe.
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