CHAPTER 7

LATE ANTIQUITY AND THE EMERGENCE OF THE MEDIEVAL WORLD 

________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the reforms that Diocletian and Constantine instituted and the degree to which these reforms were successful.

· Outline the changes Germanic peoples made to the political, economic, and social conditions of the Western Roman Empire.

· Describe the main features of Germanic law and society and the ways in which they differed from that of the Romans.

· Explain how and why the organization of the Christian church and its relations with the state changed during the fourth and fifth centuries.

· Identify the chief characteristics of Benedictine monasticism.

· Summarize the role monks played in both the conversion of Europe to Christianity and the intellectual life of the Germanic kingdoms.

· Compare the Byzantine Empire that emerged by the eighth century to the empire of Justinian and the Germanic kingdoms in the West.

· Discuss the basic message of Islam and why Islam was able to expand so successfully. 

CHAPTER OUTLINE

7-1 The Late Roman Empire


7-1a The Reforms of Diocletian and Constantine
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• Military Reforms
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7-3 Development of the Christian Church

7-3a The Power of the Pope
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• Women and Monasticism



• The Path of Celibacy


• The Growing Wealth of Monasteries
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• The Work of Augustine 
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• Cassiodorus

7-4 The Byzantine Empire


7-4a The Reign of Justinian (527–565)



• Life in Constantinople: Trade and the Emperor’s Building Program
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7-5a Muhammad


7-5b The Teachings of Islam


7-5c The Spread of Islam

FOCUS QUESTIONS

7-1 The Late Roman Empire

What reforms did Diocletian and Constantine institute, and to what extent were the reforms successful?

7-2 The Germanic Kingdoms

What changes did the Germanic peoples make to the political, economic, and social conditions of the Western Roman Empire? What were the main features of Germanic law and society, and how did they differ from those of the Romans?

7-3 Development of the Christian Church

How and why did the organization of the Christian church and its relations with the state change during the fourth and fifth centuries? What were the chief characteristics of Benedictine monasticism, and what role did monks play in both the conversion of Europe to Christianity and the intellectual life of the Germanic kingdoms?

7-4 The Byzantine Empire

How did the Byzantine Empire that had emerged by the eighth century differ from the empire of Justinian and from the Germanic kingdoms in the West?

7-5 The Rise of Islam

What was the basic message of Islam, and why was it able to expand so successfully?

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The third century had been an era of severe decline in the Roman Empire, but under Diocletian (r. 284–305) and Constantine (r. 306–337) stability was restored, in part by increasing the bureaucracy, establishing price control, raising taxes, and making occupations hereditary. The fourth century saw the triumph of Christianity. Constantine legalized it, becoming the first Christian emperor, and Theodosius (r. 378–395) proclaimed it as the official religion. Constantine created a New Rome in the east on the foundations of an old Greek polis, Byzantium, named Constantinople. The fifth century saw the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire (the empire was divided in 395). With fewer resources, the West was less able to repel the Huns and Germanic kingdoms. In 476 the last Western emperor was deposed, and numerous Germanic kingdoms replaced the Western Roman Empire, although the Eastern Empire survived for another thousand years. 
The migration of the Germanic peoples was a cause as well as a consequence of the fall of the Western Roman Empire. Germanic tribes established kingdoms in the West, including the Ostrogoths in Italy, the Visigoths in Spain, several Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in Britain, and a Frankish kingdom in old Gaul. Socially, there was often a fusion between old Roman elites and the new Germanic aristocracy, but Roman laws were replaced by the blood feud and the ordeal. 
Christianity was the official religion of the empire from the fourth century, with bishops heading the church in major cities. The Bishop of Rome claimed supremacy over the church, relying upon the prestige of Imperial Rome as well as the Petrine theory wherein Jesus gave Peter the keys to heaven. According to tradition, Peter became the first Bishop of Rome (or pope), and his successors claimed his authority. One of the most significant was Gregory I, the Great (590–604): The church would build upon Gregory’s foundations, both religious and political. Heresies such as Arianism challenged the orthodoxy of the institutional church.  

Monasteries were crucial to the success of the church. Early Christian monks were often hermits who practiced extreme forms of asceticism. Benedict of Nursia (d. ca. 543) established rules for communities of monks who were required to take oaths of poverty, chastity, and obedience. There were also female monks, or nuns, who followed the Benedictine Rule. In the sixth century, land grants to monasteries made them increasingly wealthy, gaining political power in the process.
The church was the intellectual force in the Middle Ages. The early church was greatly influenced by Greek philosophy in defining doctrine. Augustine (d. 430) was trained in classical culture, and his The City of God has influenced Christian theology to the present. Jerome (d. 420) was also classically trained and translated the Bible into Latin; his Vulgate edition remained the authoritative text in the Catholic Church for many centuries. Cassiodorus continued recording and organizing knowledge according to classical training despite the lack of support or interest from the Germanic kings.
The Eastern Roman Empire did not suffer the West’s trajectory of decline and collapse. Constantinople was the largest city in Europe, and Justinian (r. 527–565) was among its greatest rulers. In an attempt to restore the old empire, he invaded Italy. Although he was successful in battle, he ultimately failed to reunite West with East. A more lasting success was his codification of centuries of Roman law in the Corpus Iuris Civilis, which was adopted in the West toward the end of the Middle Ages. 
Though not following the same trajectory as the West, the Eastern Empire was overextended, and plagues and wars reduced its territory to Asia Minor and the Balkans. The use of Latin declined in favor of Greek, and the Eastern Empire became known as the Byzantine Empire. However, the differences between East and West were not just linguistic. The pope was the recognized head of Western Christendom, but in the East, it was the emperor who not only ruled the state but also the church. Eventually the differences led to two different Christian churches, Catholic and Orthodox. 
While Christianity both grew and fractured in what was left of Rome, a new religion was bursting out of the Arabian Peninsula. Muhammad was born in the Arabian city of Mecca. According to believers, Muhammad received revelations from Allah (or God), which were written down in the Qur’an. According to Islamic tradition, Muhammad was Allah’s Prophet, the successor of earlier prophets such as Moses and Jesus. Like Christianity, Islam also suffered a division after Muhammad’s death in 632, in part over who should succeed him. Like Christianity, Islam also expanded rapidly, with Muslims moving into Spain ca. 710 and into France until defeated at the battle of Tours in 732. Constantinople repelled Muslim armies, establishing an uneasy frontier in Asia Minor and indirectly protecting Christian Europe. Not only did Muslims capture vast territories, they also made significant contributions in art, architecture, philosophy, science, and technology, some of which they inherited from India and the Far East.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Significance of Constantine the Great

2. The Fall of the Western Roman Empire

3. Women and the Early Church
4. The Roman and Germanic Elements in the German Successor States

5. The Rise and Spread of Islam and Its Impact on the West

6. The Role of Monasticism in Late Antiquity
7. Why the Roman East survived and not the Roman West

8. From the Eastern Roman Empire to the Byzantine Empire
MAP EXERCISES 


1. Divisions of the Late Roman Empire, ca. 300. MAP 7.1. What might have been the rationale for how the empire was divided? What might be the strengths and the weaknesses of both the East and West? What do the divisions suggest about the wealth and power of various portions of the empire by the fourth century? (p. 143, in section 7-1 The Late Roman Empire) 
2. The Germanic Kingdoms of the Old Western Empire. MAP 7.2. How closely did the new Germanic kingdoms coincide with the borders of the Western Roman Empire? What areas or regions of Western Europe remained outside of the German kingdoms? Why? (p. 148, in section 7-2 The Germanic Kingdoms)
3. The Spread of Christianity, 400–800. MAP 7.3. Note the extent of Christian areas at ca. 300. Where were the major areas of expansion between 300 and 600, and from 600 to 800? What might have been the causes of that expansion and what impact might geography have had on the spread of Christianity? (p. 155, in section 7-3 Development of the Christian Church) 

4. The Eastern Roman Empire in the Time of Justinian. MAP 7.4. Note the parameters of Justinian’s western campaign. Was it Justinian’s single greatest mistake? Why and or why not? Where was the heart of the Eastern Roman Empire, and why? (p. 158, in section 7-4 The Byzantine Empire)
5. The Expansion of Islam. MAP 7.6. Where did Islam have its greatest territorial successes? Can it be claimed that the continued existence of the Byzantine Empire “saved” Western Civilization? Why and or why not? (p. 163, in section 7-5 The Rise of Islam)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Opposing Viewpoints: Two Views of the Huns”: How reliable do you believe these descriptions of the Huns to be? What motives may have prompted Ammianus Marcellinus to describe the Huns so harshly? How does the account of Priscus differ and what strategies of the Huns do you detect here to impress and overawe foreigners? (p. 146, in section 7-1 The Late Roman Empire) 

2. “Germanic Customary Law: The Ordeal”: What was the purpose of the ordeal of hot water? What does it reveal about the nature of the society that used it? What do you believe to be the conception of justice held by this society? In a way, could the Romans be viewed as barbaric with the practice of crucifixion as punishment for non-Romans? (p. 150, in section 7-2 The Germanic Kingdoms)
3. “Irish Monasticism and the Penitential”: What does the Penitential of Cummean reveal about the nature of Irish monasticism? What do you think was the theory of human sexuality held by early Irish Christianity? How might the strong emphasis here on the identification and expiation of human sin work to empower the church at its agents over time? (p. 154, in section 7-3 Development of the Christian Church)
4. “A Byzantine Emperor Gives Military Advice”: How does Maurice describe Germanic peoples in his Strategikon? Which of their traits does he emphasize, and why? What advice accompanies his analysis of German strengths and weaknesses? (p. 161, in section 7-4 The Byzantine Empire)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do a study of the law code of Justinian, being sure to point out the similarities between the code and modern day American law. Does the law code of Justinian reflect more of the ancient code of Hammurabi or the ancient Hebrew’s covenant?
2. Islam, along with Christianity and Judaism, are the three “people of the book” religions. Of these three, Islam is the youngest, and, just as Christianity borrows heavily from Judaism, Islam borrows heavily from Judaism and Christianity. Have students compare these three “peoples of the book.” If they share so much in common, why is there so much conflict between them? Why don’t we see more harmony between multiple religions as we do with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confucianism in Asia?
3. Have students investigate the specific contributions of the several Germanic kingdoms to western civilization.

4. The monastic orders performed wonders in preserving civilization during the Middle Ages. Have students pick a monastic order and write a short essay on the group’s specific contributions in the preservation of culture in the West.

5. The split of the Roman Empire is a pivotal moment in Western Civilization because it creates the literal, geographic “West v. East” dichotomy that used to be seen in Greece v. Persia. Should Byzantium be considered “western”? Should modern Turkey? 
6. The Middle Ages are frequently referred to as the Dark Ages. Is that a fair assessment? In what areas did Europe “decline” after the fall of Rome, and in what areas did it “advance”?
7. Ask students to examine the Byzantine Empire after 500 c.e. to see how geographic locations and cultural inheritance played out against the centuries of ongoing external threat.

8. Have students compare and contrast the significance of Augustus, Constantine, and Justinian to western civilization.
INTERNET RESOURCES
1. Benedictine Order: Monasticism and the Writings of St. Benedict

http://www.osb.org
Excellent text site with links on the life, works, and writing of Benedict and the Benedictines.

2. Byzantine and Medieval Studies 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook1c.asp 
A superb site with hundreds of links to primary sources on Byzantium and the early Medieval period.

3. Byzantium and Islam
http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/objects?exhibitionId={60853040-AE7E-4162-8FA7-525505D6B633}
Selected works of art from the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art illustrating cultural exchange between Byzantium and Islam.
4. Orthodox Christianity
http://www.orthodoxinfo.com
A comprehensive website offering a survey and explanation of fundamental Orthodox Christian religious 

practices and rites accompanied by a reliable timeline on Orthodox Church history. Many additional links 

here to relevant sites regarding the faith and its history.

5. The Topkapi Palace Museum, Istanbul 
http://www.ee.bilkent.edu.tr/~history/topkapi.html
A richly illustrated site with information on all aspects of Byzantine and Turkish cultural history. 
6. Islam

http://friesian.com/islam.htm
Excellent site on history and development of Islam, including Sunni-Shiite differences.
7. Medieval Documents
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/medieval.asp
A website with dozens of primary documents spanning the entirety of the Middle Ages.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 
1. Crash Course: The Dark Ages

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV7CanyzhZg
Though the clip examines world history and not just western civilization, the clip challenges the idea that the Middle Ages were dark and uncivilized.
2. St. Augustine

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBAxUBeVfsk&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb&index=7
The School of Life produced this brief clip about the philosophy of St. Augustine and his attempt to understand the fall of Rome in the context of Christian theology.

3. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Diocletian

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m02d0k
Explore an exhibit on Roman emperor Diocletian. Riddled with internal power struggles between the senate and the military, Rome was without stable leadership for the better part of a century. In 284 c.e., Diocletian came to power, and Rome struggled to recover. When Rome fell into civil war, Diocletian decided it was time for an overhaul. He changed the system of rule to the tetrarchy. The Tetrarchy allowed not only for co-ruling of the sprawling empire, but for the next generation of co-rulers to already be in place to assume leadership, in hopes that Rome would no longer have issues of succession.

Constantinople

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m01q0l
View artifacts and images from Constantinople, capital city of the Roman/Byzantine Empire. In 330 c.e., Constantine moved the capital of Rome to Constantinople. It was closer to the geographic center of the empire, and it was surrounded almost entirely by water, so it could be easily defended (especially when a chain was placed across the bay). The location provided an excellent harbor thanks to the Golden Horn, and easy access to the Danube River region and the Euphrates frontier, which encouraged trade to expand. As the empire fell to ruin in the west, the Eastern Roman Empire, or Byzantium, grew wealthy.

The Byzantine Empire

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m017cw
View artifacts from the Byzantine Empire. The fall of the Roman Empire is considered a pivotal moment in world history. However, the empire did not fall so much as fade away in the West and thrive in the East. The Roman Empire, starting in 293 c.e., was ruled by four emperors of the tetrarchy. Under the tetrarchy, the empire was divided into an eastern and western area. While the west suffered economic decline and attacks from the Germanic tribes, the Eastern Roman Empire, Byzantium, thrived.
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