CHAPTER 6

THE ROMAN EMPIRE

_____________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Describe the changes Augustus made in Rome’s political, military, and social institutions to address problems that Rome faced during the late republic.

· Outline the chief features of the Roman Empire at its height in the second century.

· Summarize the chief intellectual, artistic, and social developments in the early empire and compare these with those of the later republic.

· Examine the political, military, economic, and social problems that the Roman Empire faced during the third century.

· Identify the characteristics of Christianity that enabled it to spread and eventually dominate Rome.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

6-1 The Age of Augustus (31 b.c.e.–14 c.e.)

In his efforts to solve the problems Rome had faced during the late republic, what changes did Augustus make in Rome’s political, military, and social institutions?

6-2 The Early Empire (14–180)

What were the chief features of the Roman Empire at its height during the second century?

6-3 Roman Culture and Society in the Early Empire

What were the chief intellectual, artistic, and social developments in the early empire? How did these differ from the intellectual, artistic, and social developments of the republic?

6-4 Transformation of the Roman World: Crises in the Third Century

What political, military, economic, and social problems did the Roman Empire face during the third century?

6-5 Transformation of the Roman World: The Rise of Christianity

What characteristics of Christianity enabled it to grow and ultimately to triumph?

CHAPTER SUMMARY
Octavian, an astute politician, did not declare the republic dead or himself emperor. In 27 b.c.e. he accepted the title of Augustus, and rather than emperor he called himself princeps, or chief citizen. He followed the prescribed legal forms, and the Senate had a role in governing, but most of the authority was in the hands of the princeps. Significantly, the army swore loyalty to him. Concerned about moral decline, he restored temples and shrines. The imperial cult was recognized: Julius Caesar had been deified at his death, as would be Augustus. Marriage and children were encouraged, while extravagance was discouraged. It was a Golden Age in literature with works by Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and Livy. 
Augustus established the Julio-Claudian dynasty, which lasted until 68. In 69 Vespasian, a successful general but not a member of an old Senatorial family, founded the Flavian dynasty. The title of imperator, or emperor, came into use under the Flavians. In the second century five “good emperors” maintained the Pax Romana (Roman peace). The empire, with its 50,000,000 inhabitants, was prosperous, but more so in the cities, which proved to be centers of regional Romanization, than the countryside. The Romanization of the empire varied widely, but Roman ideals became more entrenched in the West, where Latin took root, than in the East and Asia, with its older traditions and where preexisting Greek was the major language. The age of expansion was over: The Rhine and Danube rivers served as the borders in Europe, and the Near East was governed by client rulers. Including auxiliaries, the army contained about 400,000 soldiers, ultimately too few to defend such a vast territory, as the events of the third century proved. The early empire was a prosperous era for many, not only around the Mediterranean, but also through long-distance trade over the Silk Road from Han China, India, and East Asia.

In the early empire Greek models were followed in the visual arts, as in medicine, but in architecture and engineering the Romans excelled, as exemplified in its 50,000 miles of roads, the Flavian amphitheater, and the Colosseum. Rome itself had a population of one million. The gulf between the rich and poor was enormous, and bread and circuses were provided: 200,000 received free grain, and the Colosseum held 50,000 spectators for gladiatorial games. However, the third century was an era of decline. Generals fought each other in civil wars, and German barbarian tribes and Persian armies invaded. There were plagues, population decline, and economic collapse, exacerbated by some emperors who weren’t so “good” as their five predecessors.   

One of the most important events in history was the birth and spread of the religion of Christianity, which grew out of Judaism and was probably influenced by the numerous mystery religions of the period. Jesus (d. ca. 30 c.e.) preached the love of God and one’s neighbor instead of merely following Mosaic Law. Some saw Jesus as a false messiah. Others were disappointed that he did not lead a revolt against Rome. The Romans, fearing he was a rebel, executed him. His followers believed that he rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, and that he would return and establish the Kingdom of God on earth. There were persecutions because Christians refused to honor the state cults. Martyrs were willing to give their lives for their faith. Christianity, with its promise of salvation as a consolation to this life’s trials, its similarity to many mystery religions, and its universality as a religion for all—rich and poor, men and women, Greek and Roman—slowly gained acceptance until the conversion of Constantine established not just acceptance or tolerance, but endorsement by the state.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. From Augustus to Nero: The Growth of a New Imperial Order

2. Decline of an Empire: The Political, Military, and Social Evidence

3. The Emergence and Growth of Christianity as a Radical, Underground Sect

4. Jews in the Roman World

5. The Cultural Achievements During the Pax Romana

6. The Radical Nature of Jesus’ Challenge to Jewish and Roman Authorities

7. The Second Century as an “Age of Gold” and the Third Century as an “Age of Rust”
8. The Role of Women in Early Christianity

MAP EXERCISES

1. The Roman Empire from Augustus to Trajan (14–117). MAP 6.1. Examine expansion of Roman territorial control and the geopolitical implications of expanding Roman territories by comparing MAP 5.5 with MAP 6.1. Where did growth appear? Had Rome essentially reached its maximum geographical extent by the time of Augustus? Why or why not? (p. 121, in section 6-2 The Early Empire [14–180])
2. Trade Routes and Products in the Roman Empire, ca. 200. MAP 6.2. What does the map suggest about the importance of water transportation in the Roman Empire? From the map of the Silk Road, which regions and which cities in the Roman Empire would benefit the most from the luxury trade from Asia? (p. 124, in section 6-2 The Early Empire [14–180])
3. Imperial Rome. MAP 6.4. Compare the walls of the city of Rome in the fourth century b.c.e. with the later walls of the imperial period. Note the number of roads and gates entering Rome. What additional geographical information would be helpful in understanding the social, political, and economic elements in Roman urban life? (p. 128, in section 6-3 Roman Culture and Society in the Early Empire)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “The Achievements of Augustus”: What were the achievements of Augustus? What did he believe to be his most significant accomplishments? To what extent did these accomplishments create the “job” of being emperor? In what sense could this document, the Res Gestae, be called a piece of propaganda? Was Augustus a typical or traditional Roman? Why and/or why not? (p. 118, in section 6-1 The Age of Augustus [31 b.c.e.–14 c.e.])
2. “The Daily Life of an Upper-Class Roman”: What does Pliny’s letter reveal about the lifestyle of Rome’s upper class? Does the letter seem convincing, or is Pliny possibly exaggerating his intellectual interests and endeavors? How did Romans define a good life in material terms and what do their standards of bodily behavior tell us their mentality and culture? (p. 125, in section 6-2 The Early Empire [14–180])
3. “Ovid and the Art of Love”: What were Ovid’s principles of love? Are they convincing? Would the same techniques be successful today? Why or why not? Why do you think Augustus found The Art of Love so offensive? How does the Roman poetical expression of human passions compare to earlier Greek works on similar themes (see Sappho for example)? (p. 127, in section 6-3 Roman Culture and Society in the Early Empire)
4. “Opposing Viewpoints: Roman Authorities and a Christian on Christianity”: What political and social issues did Christians and their religion present to Roman officials? Does the interchange between Pliny and Trajan indicate much about the essence of Christianity? Why or why not? Is Trajan’s response an indication of religious bigotry or political wisdom? What were Origen’s defenses of Christianity against Celsus? Theological? Social? Moral? (p. 137, in section 6-5 Transformation of the Roman World: The Rise of Christianity)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Ask students to study the policies and achievements of an individual Roman emperor. Be sure that they attempt to place their chosen subject within the context of long-term imperial developments.
2. Have students examine the status of religious affairs in the Roman world from the time of Augustus until the end of the third century c.e. Ask them to explain the reason for the decline of traditional Roman religion and the ultimate success of Christianity. 

3. Suggest students explore the reasons for the successes of the second century and the failures of the third century c.e.
4. Rome and Hollywood: Have students view Gladiator, Spartacus, and a few episodes of the Showtime series Spartacus. Which of the following would be the best source for learning about the Roman Empire? What benefits and dangers are there in getting one’s history from film and TV?
5. In a panel discussion, have students discuss the possible reasons why the Roman Empire did not “fall” in the third century c.e.
6. Since Vesuvius literally froze the city in time, have students describe daily life in a Roman city, including city planning, economics, leisure time, living conditions, etc., by using only materials and information gained from the excavations of Pompeii. 
7. Have students examine the evolution of the concept of what it meant to be “Roman” as the empire increasingly engulfed more and different cultures and peoples under its control. How did the empire maintain order and identity amidst such vast difference and diversity?
8. Students are often fascinated by the Roman games. Have them do projects in which they report on such people and places as the Hippodrome, the Flavian Amphitheater, the Circus Maximus, or the most famous of all gladiators, Spartacus. Ample Web resources, text, and images exist for this project.

9. Students should do research on the “Good Emperors.” Have them write a specific essay on why these emperors were “good” when compared to the Flavian or Julio-Claudian Emperors.

INTERNET RESOURCES
1. Christianity and the Roman Empire

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/christianityromanempire_article_01.shtml
Site published by the BBC examining the growth, persecution, and acceptance of Christianity under Rome.
2. Roman Emperors–De Imperatoribus Romanis: An Online Encyclopedia of Roman Rulers and Their Families
http://www.roman-emperors.org/startup.htm
Fine website complete with images of statuary and coins displaying the imperial visage.

3. Search the Great Buildings Online 
http://www.greatbuildings.com/search.htmlh
Fine site enabling users to view and gather information on structures central to the history of Western 

Civilization. Many Roman imperial sites available here. 

4. The Roman Legion

http://www.vroma.org/~bmcmanus/romanarmy.html
Website about organization, equipment, tactics, and structure of the military formation that was the symbol of both the republic and the empire.

5. The Roman Gladiator
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/~grout/encyclopaedia_romana/gladiators/gladiators.html
Detailed information about gladiators and other Roman issues.
6. The Roman Empire in the First Century
http://www.pbs.org/empires/romans/resources/links.html
A collection of high quality links to resources on first-century Rome maintained by PBS.

7. Internet Ancient History Sourcebook: Rome

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/asbook09.asp 
An outstanding collection of excerpts from Roman primary sources.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. A Glimpse of Teenage Life in Rome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juWYhMoDTN0
A TED-Ed clip about life in Rome for a demographic that normally doesn’t get much attention in history until the 1950s: adolescents.
2. Four Sisters in Ancient Rome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQMgLxVxsrw&index=1&list=PLK55A-CttHaYNOeGeM6xP62HlwlToqVOp
A TED-Ed video that views life and society in Rome through the eyes of women.
3. Crash Course: The Fall of Rome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PszVWZNWVA
Short clip about the history and debated theories of when Rome “fell” and what brought an end to the empire.
4. Crash Course: Christianity from Judaism to Constantine

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY
Crash Course examines the foundation and development of Christianity from a small sect of Judaism to the religion of the Roman Empire.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
The Footprint of Augustus in the MNAT
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/UALC5_ozXJARJQ
Explore an exhibit on The Footprint of Augustus. Augustus was born with the given name Gaius Octavius. He took the name Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus in 44 b.c.e. after the murder of his great uncle, Julius Caesar. He was a shrewd politician, able to achieve ultimate power in Rome through political dealings. He marched on Rome and forced the senate to name him consul. In 27 b.c.e., the senate granted Octavian the name Augustus, meaning “the exalted.” He became the exemplar of the ideal Roman emperor and restored peace to Rome, which had been in civil war for a century.

Colosseum – Interior
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/colosseum-indoor/NgEdGzz-1P1cWg?sv_lng=12.492170216917089&sv_lat=41.88994359737764&sv_h=16&sv_p=-1&sv_pid=TNJq5rjeMSIv1CqHG-xpXw&sv_z=1.0000000000000002
See an interior view of the Colosseum. The Colosseum or Flavian Amphitheatre is a large, ellipsoid arena built in the first century c.e. The colosseum was used to host gladiatorial games and animal fights. It could also be flooded to stage mock naval battles. The Colosseum is located just east of the Roman Forum and was, as with most things Roman, built with practicality in mind. It has 80 arched entrances, allowing easy access to 55,000 spectators who were seated according to rank.
Marble inscription with damnatio memoriae of Geta, son of Septimius Severus

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/marble-inscription-with-damnatio-memoriae-of-geta-son-of-septimius-severus/_AGke0pRAlPuvw
Publius Septimus Geta ruled jointly with his father, Septimus Severus, and his brother, Caracalla. The rivalry between the brothers, which had been concealed from the public while their father was alive, erupted into violence upon Severus’ death in 211 c.e. Despite their mother’s efforts to keep peace, Geta was murdered in the imperial palace on Caracalla’s order. Caracalla then ordered that Geta’s name be struck from all inscriptions and his likeness eradicated.
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