CHAPTER 5

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

_______________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Explain the impact geography had on the history of Rome.

· Summarize the influence of Greeks and Etruscans on Roman history.

· Describe the major political institutions of the Roman republic.

· Identify the policies and institutions that help explain the Roman’s success in conquering Italy.

· Describe Roman imperialism and explain how Rome achieved its empire from 264 to 133 b.c.e. 
· Discuss how the acquisition of an empire affected Roman social and economic institutions, values and attitudes, and art and literature.

· Analyze the major problems Rome faced during the last century of the republic and how they were ultimately resolved.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

5-1 The Emergence of Rome

What impact did geography have on the history of Rome, and what influence did the Greeks and Etruscans have on early Roman history?

5-2 The Roman Republic (ca. 509–264 b.c.e.)

What were the major political institutions of the Roman republic, and what policies and institutions help explain the Romans’ success in conquering Italy?

5-3 The Roman Conquest of the Mediterranean (264–133 b.c.e.)

How did Rome achieve its empire from 264 to 133 b.c.e., and what is meant by the phrase Roman imperialism?

5-4 Society and Culture in the Roman World

How did the acquisition of an empire affect Roman social and economic institutions, values and attitudes, and art and literature?

5-5 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Republic (133–31 b.c.e.)

What were the main problems Rome faced during the last century of the republic, and how were they ultimately resolved?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Italy, less mountainous and more fertile than Greece, almost bisects the Mediterranean, and was thus potentially positioned to dominate that inland sea, and under Rome it did so. The Greeks to the south and the Etruscans to the north were early influences, and the latter ruled Rome during the sixth century b.c.e. In 509 b.c.e. the Romans expelled the Etruscans, establishing a republic. There were various magistrates, with two consuls at the apex. The Senate of 300 was not formally a legislature, but its advice came to have the force of law. The several assemblies were dominated by the rich few. Rome was a republic, but one ruled by an aristocratic oligarchy, rather than an elected one. As with other civilizations, Rome created myths and legend to explain its origins; one about Remus and Romulus, the other about Aeneas. The current historians’ debate on the ancestry of the Etruscans may lend some weight to the legend of Aeneas.

Roman citizens were divided into two groups, or orders: the few patricians and the many plebeians. At the beginning of the Republic, the former had the power, but from the early fifth century b.c.e., the two orders struggled with each other. Over time, through the Roman genius for political compromise, the plebeians gained influence, including a plebeian assembly, the right to become magistrates, and intermarriage, but most of the advantages went to the richer plebeians.

Rome also struggled with its neighbors and by 264 b.c.e. Rome was the master of Italy. Roman diplomacy was as important as its armies, and its rule was softened by allowing local autonomy and gradually granting Roman citizenship to non-Romans. The next challenge was Carthage and its empire in Africa and Spain. Three wars were fought (the Punic Wars), with Rome the victor. In the east, Rome conquered Macedonia in 148 b.c.e., taking over Greece. There was no imperial master plan; Rome’s empire resulted from a combination of factors, including sheer opportunism. The increasingly larger Roman army played a major and continuous role in Rome’s expanding empire. 
Religion and law permeated Roman life, as it did in Greece. Ritual was at the focus of religion, for ritual established the correct relationship with the gods, both for individuals (families had their household cults) and for the state. Roman law was among its most enduring accomplishments. The early laws, written in the Twelve Tables, were the civil law for Romans. As the Republic expanded, a new body of law developed, the law of nations, for Romans and non-Romans alike. Finally, a system of natural law emerged, based upon reason and universal divine law. Late Republican Rome was influenced by Hellenistic Greece, particularly in literature, art, and Stoic philosophy. 

In the second century, the conservative and traditional values of Rome declined as affluence and individualism increased, and from 133 to 31 b.c.e. the Republic was in crisis. There were factional struggles within the governing oligarchy. The small farmer class, the backbone of Rome’s armies, had largely lost their lands to the wealthy as a result of Rome’s imperial ventures. The Gracchus brothers attempted to solve the problem of corrupted values and lack of an army by demanding lands be restored to the ex-farmers, recruiting an army by promising land to the landless, and through dictatorial leadership. It failed, and under Marius and Sulla, armies became tools of political division instead of cultural and political integration. 
In 60 b.c.e., Pompey, Crassus, and Julius Caesar (The First Triumvirate) seized power. Caesar conquered Gaul (most of modern France) during the 50s b.c.e., thus becoming a threat to Pompey and the Senate. War led to the defeat of the Senate and the death of Pompey. Caesar became dictator, thus alienating the Senate oligarchy, who murdered him on March 15, 44 b.c.e. Mark Antony, Caesar’s chief associate, and Caesar’s young adopted heir, Octavian, then formed an alliance, but Antony’s relations with the Egyptian ruler, Cleopatra, contributed to the breaking of the pact. At the Battle of Actium (31 b.c.e.), Antony and Cleopatra were defeated, and Octavian became the sole ruler of the Roman world and took upon him the name-title of Caesar Augustus. The Republic had come to an end, although by that time the union of Greek and Roman culture into a truly Greco-Roman civilization was largely complete.

SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Political and Social Structure of the Roman Republic

2. Social Classes, Clashes, and Accommodations in the Republic

3. The Nature of Roman Imperialism: How Did Rome Become an Empire?

4. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Republic: What Were Its Causes? What Are Its Lessons?

5. The Relationship between the Roman Family and the Roman State
6. The Consequences of Roman Expansion
7. Roman Civic Values and Their Impact on Roman History
8. Roman “Borrowing” from the Etruscans and the Greeks
MAP EXERCISES 
1. Ancient Italy. MAP 5.1. What challenges, geographic and other, did Rome have to overcome in uniting the Italian peninsula under its rule? What strategic advantages did Rome have because of its physical location in Italy? Greece was also a peninsular civilization in the Mediterranean. Why did Greece become more a naval power than Rome and why Rome more a land power than Greece? (p. 93, in section 5-1 The Emergence of Rome)
2. Roman Conquests in the Mediterranean, 264–133 b.c.e. MAP 5.4. What were the historical reasons that can explain the development of Rome’s Mediterranean empire in just over a single century? Geographically, who were Roman’s most significant opponents and why? (p. 99, in section 5-3 Roman Conquest of the Mediterranean [264–133 b.c.e.])
3. Roman Dominions in the Late Republic, 31. b.c.e. MAP 5.5. Where did Rome gain territory during the first century b.c.e., and why? What geographical factors explain those conquests? (p. 113, in section 5-5 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Republic [133–31 b.c.e.])
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Cincinnatus Saves Rome: A Roman Morality Tale”: What values did Livy emphasize in his account of Cincinnatus? How important were those values to Rome's success? Why did the story of Cincinnatus have such a strong appeal to most Romans? What specific elements in the story might inspire the Romans? (p. 97, in section 5-2 The Roman Republic [ca. 509–264 b.c.e.])
2. “Cato the Elder on Women”: What was Cato's attitude toward women? Is he best described as a conservative, or a traditionalist, or a reactionary in the context of Roman society? How would he be described in the context of today’s society? Compare and contrast this selection with the one by Xenophon in Chapter 3. What are the similarities and differences, and why? How do the conditions of women in Rome compare to those of Greece? (p. 105, in section 5-4 Society and Culture in the Roman World)
3. “The Twelve Tables”: What do the selections from the Twelve Tables reveal about Roman society and its conception of justice? How does this law code compare with earlier compilations of statutes and royal legal decrees marking the central evolution of law within western civilization? Compare the Twelve Tables with the Code of Hammurabi or the Ten Commandments. What are the similarities, if any, and what are the differences? (p. 106, in section 5-4 Society and Culture in the Roman World)
4. “Opposing Viewpoints: The End of the Republic: Three Views”: To what does the historian Sallust attribute the decline of the Roman Republic? Why did Caesar believe he was justified in moving his troops into Italy? How did Cicero feel about Caesar’s actions? Do you think this could have been avoided to save the Roman Republic or was it simply a power grab on Caesar’s part? How does each man’s position, circumstances, and interests shape the way they describe the end of the republic? (p. 111, in section 5-5 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Republic [133–31 b.c.e.])
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students compare Roman expansion with Persian and Assyrian expansion. What were the most important differences and similarities?
2. Have students research the Barca family of Carthage and evaluate the involvement of Hamilcar and Hannibal in the First and Second Punic War. How did Carthage differ from Roman society? 
3. Suggest that students examine the causes, nature, and results of Roman imperialism, considering both internal and external factors. Ask them to compare the motives and results of Alexander the Great’s imperialistic ventures.

4. Have students explore the history and the culture of the Roman Republic as a major influence and inspiration for America’s Founding Fathers at the time of the Revolution and the writing of the Constitution. What aspects were NOT adopted by the Founding Fathers?
5. Stanley Kubrick’s Spartacus: Hollywood Versus History. Suggest that students analyze this famous movie epic for what it reveals, and does not reveal, about the Roman world in the first century b.c.e.
6. Organize two debate teams and have them take opposing sides in answer to the question: The better Rome: Republic or Empire?
7. Have students do a study of Roman law, being sure to point out the ways that our American legal system has been influenced by the Romans.

8. Organize from the class two debate teams; have the teams take opposing sides on the question: “Julius Caesar: Statesman or Tyrant?”

9. Compare the Roman military with the Greek and Hellenistic. How are they similar and different? How does each military reflect the unique aspects of its culture? (For example, why did the democratic city-state produce the phalanx while the republic creates the legion?)
INTERNET RESOURCES
1. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York   
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/romr/hd_romr.htm
Excellent online collection of Roman art objects from the republican period.

2. History of Ancient Rome 
http://www.unrv.com/
Comprehensive summary of Roman history and Roman society.
3. The Roman Empire

http://www.pbs.org/empires/romans/index.html
A companion site to the PBS series, the website contains articles, maps, interactive tools, and timelines.
4. British Museum: Imperial Rome
http://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/all_resources/resource_imperial_rome.aspx 
Exploration of the imperial period using objects in the British Museum collection.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. The Roman Empire. Or Republic. Or…which was it?: Crash Course World History

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPf27gAup9U&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=10
A brief clip presenting the basic history of the Roman Republic and its transformation to empire.

2. The Punic Wars

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbBHk_zLTmY
Series of four short clips on the Punic Wars underwritten by the video game company that produced Rome: Total War in an effort to generate interest in the game by teaching the history of the event portrayed in the game.

3. The Great Conspiracy Against Julius Caesar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgPymD-NBQU
A five minute version of a TED Talk on the reasons behind the assassination of Caesar and a discussion as to whether it was justified.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured 

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Living in Agrigentum: Discovering the Houses of the Ancient Agrigentines

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/bAKSMJ42kpO-KQ
View the ruins of Agrigentum in an archaeological area of ancient Agrigento, Italy, known as the Hellenistic Roman Quarter. The Hellenistic age transformed Greek society from localized city-states to open cosmopolitan urban centers. Formerly weak and disorganized cities were now united through language and culture, resulting in new forms of art, science, and architecture. City planning reflected this change, introducing places of amusement and leisure to their growing city centers. Hellenistic art also reflected the changing times, and realistic representations of humanity began to replace idealized versions of beauty and physical perfection.
Etruscan War Chariot

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/etruscan-war-chariot/-AGQFi7at8096A
View an Etruscan war chariot. By the beginning of the seventh century b.c.e., the Etruscans occupied the central region of Italy between the Arno and Tiber rivers, and eventually settled as far north as the Po River valley and as far south as Campania. They flourished until the end of the second century b.c.e., when they were fully subsumed into Roman culture. The Etruscans developed a vibrant artistic and architectural culture. Characteristic of their artistic achievements are the wall frescoes and realistic terra-cotta portraits found in their tombs. Their religion employed elaborately organized cults and rituals, including the extensive practice of divination.
Carthage

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m01xpg
View artifacts from Carthage, the capital city of the ancient Carthaginian civilization in what is current-day Tunisia in northwest Africa. The legendary Phoenician Queen, Dido, founded Carthage around 813 b.c.e. Or so the story goes. It actually rose after the destruction of Tyre by Alexander the Great in 332 b.c.e., when the survivors of Tyre escaped to Carthage with whatever wealth they (and their household servants) could carry. Arriving with considerable means, they were able to establish Carthage as the new center of Phoenician trade. They also ran up and down the African coast enslaving locals and extracting tribute. Carthage reigned supreme on the Mediterranean Sea in both trade and naval power.
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