CHAPTER 4

THE HELLENISTIC WORLD

___________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Analyze how Alexander was able to amass his empire and what its potential impact might have been had he lived longer.

· Identify the main features of the political and military organization of the Hellenistic kingdoms and how these new political systems differed from those of Greek city-states.

· Summarize the main social developments in the Hellenistic world.

· Describe the achievements in literature, art, science, and philosophy during the Hellenistic period.

· Discuss the prominent religions during the Hellenistic period and what their popularity suggests about Hellenistic society.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

4-1 Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander


4-1a Philip and the Conquest of Greece


4-1b Alexander the Great


• The Conquests of Alexander

• The Legacy: Was Alexander Great?
4-2 The World of the Hellenistic Kingdoms


4-2a Hellenistic Monarchies

4-2b The Threat from the Celts

4-2c Political and Military Institutions 

4-2d Hellenistic Cities


4-2e Economic Trends in the Hellenistic World


4-2f New Opportunities for Women

4-3 Culture in the Hellenistic World


4-3a New Directions in Literature 


4-3b Hellenistic Art


4-3c A Golden Age of Science 


4-3d Philosophy: New Schools of Thought



• Epicureanism



• Stoicism



• The Appeal of Epicureanism and Stoicism

4-4 Religion in the Hellenistic World


4-4a Mystery Religions


4-4b Jews in the Hellenistic World

FOCUS QUESTIONS

4-1 Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander

How was Alexander able to amass his empire, and what might his rule have been like if he had lived longer?

4-2 The World of the Hellenistic Kingdoms

What were the main features of the political and military organization of the Hellenistic kingdoms, and how did the new political systems differ from those of the Greek city-states? What were the main social developments in the Hellenistic world?

4-3 Culture in the Hellenistic World

What achievements in literature, art, science, and philosophy occurred during the Hellenistic period?

4-4 Religion in the Hellenistic World

Which religions were prominent during the Hellenistic period, and what does their popularity suggest about Hellenistic society?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The independence of the Greek poleis ended in the fourth century b.c.e., and a new age, known as the Hellenistic era, came into being. Learning little from the disasters of the past, the city-states continued to war against each other. Meanwhile, to the north, the kingdom of Macedonia was waxing in power, thanks to extensive gold reserves and able rulers, most notably Philip II (d. 336 b.c.e.). Philip overcame the last Greek resistance at the battle of Chaeronea in 338 b.c.e. His next goal was to invade the Persian Empire, but he was assassinated in 336 b.c.e., and that task was left to his twenty-year old son, Alexander, known to history as Alexander the Great.

In 334 b.c.e. Alexander crossed into Asia Minor. By 332 b.c.e. he captured Egypt, building there a new city on the Mediterranean and naming it Alexandria (he would go on to found at least six more cities, all named Alexandria, after himself). The Persian capitals of Susa and Persepolis fell by 330 b.c.e., and he reached India three years later. Alexander wanted to go on, but his troops rebelled. Still planning more campaigns, Alexander died in Babylon in 323 b.c.e. at age thirty-two. He was god in Egypt, autocrat in Persia, and king of Macedonia, but scholars still debate his ideals, motivations, and views of himself. 

The resulting society is known as Hellenistic, meaning Greek-like or “to imitate Greeks.” Their language was Greek, but they would have referred to themselves as Hellenes. The Greek language became the international language, Greek ideas became influential, and Greek merchants, artists, philosophers, and soldiers found opportunities and rewards throughout the Near East, a world of kingdoms and empires rather than independent city-states. Alexander’s new empire soon divided into several states, ruled by his generals and their descendants. In addition, outsiders, notably the Celts from Gaul, who sacked Rome in 390 b.c.e. and invaded Macedonia in the early third century and later Asia Minor, threatened the Hellenistic world.

The great cities were also dominated by Greeks. Commerce increased, and women often played significant roles in economic activities. Slavery was extensive. Educational opportunities were broadened, with the state sometimes assuming a larger role, though most schools were established by wealthy individuals. As in the past, education was generally for boys, not girls. 
Egypt’s Alexandria was particularly significant in cultural matters. Its library contained 500,000 volumes (or scrolls), and artists and intellectuals were attracted to the city. The era was rich in literature, and comedy and history both thrived. Sculptors and architects found many opportunities under the patronage of kings and other wealthy individuals. In a break from Greece’s classic age, the art was more realistic and emotional. It was a golden age for science, with astronomers positing a heliocentric universe and accurately determining the circumference of the earth. Euclid’s geometry and Archimedes’ work on cylinders and spheres were revolutionary, and there were also advances in medicine. 
New schools of philosophy, such as Epicureanism and Stoicism, asked how one could find happiness in a larger and more complex world than the earlier homogenous community of the polis. The former argued in favor of withdrawing from public concerns and finding happiness in private friendships while the latter claimed that happiness would come only through living a life of virtue in harmony with the divine or nature’s laws. Religion remained central, but the worship of the Greek Olympian gods declined, and other religions came to the fore. Many were mystery religions that promised individual salvation, such as the Egyptian cult of Isis. Judaism remained the exception to the cults and civic religions, and worshiped Yahweh, whether in Judaea, which again achieved its independence in 164 b.c.e., or elsewhere. 
The Hellenistic world was a Greek-like world, but there were many other influences in that cosmopolitan society, and much would have appeared foreign to the Greeks of the sixth and fifth centuries b.c.e. This is due in large part to Alexander’s conquests and his pattern of blending his own culture with the cultures of those he conquered.
SUGGESTED LECTURE TOPICS

1. The Impact of Alexander the Great: Ideals and Realities

2. Alexander the Great, the Movie: History or Myth?

3. Hellenism: The Legacy of Alexander the Great: Greek Politics, Religion, and Culture in the Near 

East

4. The Hellenistic Kingdoms: How Greek Were They?

5. The Scientific Revolution of the Hellenistic World

6. Religions in the Hellenistic World and a Comparison with the Religions of Classical Greece

7. Philosophy, Hellenic and Hellenistic, Comparison and Contrast

MAP EXERCISES 

1. The Conquests of Alexander the Great. MAP 4.1. How did geography and politics play a role in enabling Alexander to assemble such a vast empire in such a short time? Why his successors were unable to hold it together? (p. 75, in section 4-1 Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander)
2. The Hellenistic Kingdoms. MAP 4.2. What are the geographic factors, if any, that can explain the location of the several post-Alexander Hellenistic kingdoms? Among the four successor states of Alexander the Great, which was the greatest “winner” and why? What role, if any, did geography play in its success? (p. 79, in section 4-2 The World of the Hellenistic Kingdoms)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR PRIMARY SOURCES 
1. “Opposing Viewpoints: Demosthenes and Isocrates Address Philip of Macedonia”: What are Demosthenes’ criticisms of Philip II? What are the “wrongs” that Philip has committed? How does Isocrates differ from Demosthenes in his approach to Philip? What does this document tell you of persistent factionalism and communal tensions within the Greek world aggravated by geography? What does it tell you about the vocabulary and tone of Greek political discourse at the time? What is meant by the term or expression philippic? (p. 73, in section 4-1 Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander)
2. “Alexander Meets an Indian King”: From the information in the text, does Alexander’s reaction to Porus seem historically valid? Why and/or why not? Why might Arian have praised the qualities of Porus but portrayed Darius III as weak and cowardly? Might Porus’ reactions and his character have given Alexander a justification for abandoning his Indian campaign, at least in retrospect? (p. 76, in section 4-1 Macedonia and the Conquest of Alexander)
3. “The Character of Alexander”: How might this document have sounded if written by someone much more critical of Alexander? What passages in Arrian’s account might a critic agree with and why? What can documents like these teach us about how to approach primary sources? How should the legacy and memory of historical figures be built? (p. 77, in section 4-1 Macedonia and the Conquests of Alexander)
4. “A New Autonomy for Women?”: Judging by the content of these letters, what freedoms did Hellenistic women enjoy? How autonomous were they? Based upon your knowledge of gender and gender roles in shaping earlier cultures, how did Hellenistic civilization differ in its conceptions of what was “proper” for men and women? (p. 82, in section 4-2 The World of the Hellenistic Kingdoms)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Research scientific advancement by the Greeks and compare it to scientific advancements in other regions of the world at the same time (including Asia, Africa, Mesoamerica, and Mesopotamia). In what areas were the Greeks ahead of the curve? Behind? How might geography and history account for why different cultures develop technology and knowledge at different times?
2.  Have students create a fictional profile of an upper-class woman in Alexandria during the second century b.c.e. and the life she led. 
3. Have students explore the relationship between Alexander and his parents. How did his family background influence Alexander’s form of leadership?
4. Have students examine the ideas of Epicureanism and Stoicism and consider why they became important philosophies in the Hellenistic world.

5. Have students write an essay on the following statements: Does Alexander deserve to be called great? What is the measure of “greatness”? Would he be considered great if he led his campaigns in the twenty-first century? Be sure to examine his entire life, including his relationships with others, his conquests, his personality, and his legacy.
6. Have students examine closely the emplacement of new Greek colonies and cities in the regions captured by Alexander. How did the placement of these communities facilitate the projection of Greek values and cross-fertilizations between local cultures and mainland Greek societies?

7. Scholars have said that Alexander inherited much of his father’s military genius. Have students determine what Alexander did copy from his father, as well as what were Alexander’s own ideas or innovations.
8. Watch Alexander the Great and Alexander and compare the two films both to teach others as well as the historical record. Which one does a better job of portraying Alexander to the viewer?
INTERNET RESOURCES 
1. Quatar.us: Alexander

http://quatr.us/greeks/history/alexander.htm
General information website with short articles, images, and suggestions for further reading, all provided 

by scholars in history.
2. WWW Virtual Library for the History of Science & Technology

http://vlib.iue.it/history/topical/science.html
Excellent site for all aspects of these topics, includes information on ancient scientists and physicians. 
Superb links to hundreds of other relevant sites.

3. King Philip II of Macedonia

http://www.livius.org/phi-php/philip/philip_ii.htm
Superb site for Philip II and Alexander the Great’s family background.
4. Alexander the Great









http://www.livius.org/aj-al/alexander/alexander00.html
Superb site for Alexander and his conquests.
5. Internet Ancient History Sourcebook: Hellenistic World
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/asbook08.asp: 
Excellent site for excerpts of primary sources from the Hellenistic world.
6. Art of the Hellenistic Age and the Hellenistic Tradition

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/haht/hd_haht.htm
Overview of Hellenistic art using objects in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. School of Life: Epicurus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg_47J6sy3A&index=5&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb
A short film about the philosophy of Epicurus and its influences on the development of Europe.

2. School of Life: The Stoics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu7n0XzqtfA&index=6&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb
Short video explaining Stoic philosophy for a general audience.

3. Crash Course: Alexander the Great

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LsrkWDCvxg
Crash Course episode exploring the life and legacy of Alexander the Great—in 11 mins.
4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Ptolemaic Kingdom
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m02vkl1t
View artifacts from the Ptolemaic Dynasty. The dynasty of the Ptolemies began its rise to greatness and prosperity during the Hellenistic period in Egypt. It was founded in Egypt following the death of Alexander the Great by his longtime friend and general, Ptolemy I Soter. The kingdom was responsible for many of Egypt’s greatest accomplishments, such as the completion of the city of Alexandria, which housed famous world wonders such as the Library of Alexandria, the Pharos Lighthouse, and Cleopatra’s Palace.
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