CHAPTER 3

THE CIVILIZATION OF THE GREEKS

____________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· Explain how the geography of Greece affected Greek history.
· Summarize the contributions of Homer and why his work was used as the basis for Greek education.
· Identify the chief features of the polis, or city-state.
· Compare and contrast the major city-states of Athens and Sparta. 

· Describe the Greek ideal of democracy and the ways in which the Athenian political system was a democracy.
· Discuss the effect of the two great fifth century b.c.e. conflicts—the Persian wars and the Peloponnesian War—on Greek civilization.
· Describe the ideals upon which Greek art was based and how those ideals were expressed.
· Debate the questions posed by Greek philosophers, as well as their own responses to these questions.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS
3-1 Early Greece

How did the Geography of Greece affect Greek history?

3-2 The Greeks in a “Dark Age” (ca. 1100–ca. 750 b.c.e.)

Who was Homer, and why was his work used as the basis for Greek education?

3-3 The World of the Greek City-States (ca. 750–ca. 500 b.c.e.)

What were the chief features of the polis, or city-state, and how did the major city-states of Athens and Sparta differ?

3-4 The High Point of Greek Civilization: Classical Greece

What did the Greeks mean by democracy, and in what ways was the Athenian political system a democracy? What effect did the two great conflicts of the fifth century b.c.e.—the Persian wars and the Peloponnesian War—have on Greek civilization?

3-5 The Culture and Society of Classical Greece
Upon what ideals was classical Greek art based, and how were these ideals expressed? What questions did the Greek philosophers pose, and what answers did they suggest? 

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Like the ancient Hebrews, the Greeks also had a profound influence on Western Civilization. Unlike the river valleys of the Middle East, however, Greece is a mountainous land, with human occupation generally occurring in the narrow valleys. The soil was poor in most locations, and the peoples of Greece early turned to the sea, notably the Aegean Sea.

The first civilization in the region was a non-Greek society centered on the island of Crete. During the third millennium B.C. the Cretans, (or Minoans, from legendary King Minos), traded throughout the eastern Mediterranean. Commerce and art, rather than military conquest, governed the Minoans, practices reflected in the wall frescos at Knossos and elsewhere. However, ca. 1450 b.c.e. its civilization was destroyed, perhaps by natural disaster followed by military conquest by the Greek-speaking peoples of the mainland.

The earliest Greek-speakers (Indo-Europeans) migrated into Greece ca. 1900 b.c.e., and by ca. 1600 b.c.e. had established the first Greek, or Mycenaean, civilization (from one of its major cities, Mycenae). More war-like than the Minoans, the Mycenaeans dominated the Aegean world and beyond until their civilization collapsed during the twelfth century b.c.e., possibly from invasions by new Greek-speakers from the north. A Dark Age resulted: civilization declined, an era covered by the stories of Homer’s epic poems, which established the heroic values for later Greek society.

With the end of the Dark Age (c. 750 b.c.e.), the era of the polis, or city-state, began. Most numbered a few thousand persons, although Athens at its height reached 250,000. The polis was a community of citizens, and the citizens (at least the male citizens) ruled the state. A military revolution also broadened polis participation. Farmers fighting as heavily armed infantrymen—hoplites, so named for the hoplon (shield) that they carried into battle—replaced the aristocrat cavalry, and consequently received, sometimes grudgingly, a say in the governing of the polis. The growth of armies filled with citizen-soldiers and the increase of democracy is not an accident or coincidence. The poleis also expanded during this period through colonization and increased trade. Two of the most famous city-states were Sparta, a militarized polis ruled by an oligarchy, and where commerce and the arts were minimized in favor of military power, and Athens, which became noted for its democratic institutions despite the fact that, like other poleis, slaves and women had no political rights.

War was endemic, with the poleis rarely uniting until Persians invaded Greece. The Persian Wars (499-479 b.c.e.) temporarily unified the Greeks, who were victorious against the powerful Persian Empire. At the end of the wars, Athens created the anti-Persian Delian League, but Athens converted the alliance into an empire. In reaction, Sparta created its own alliance, the Peloponnesian League. Eventually, war broke out, and in the resulting Peloponnesian War (431–404 b.c.e.), the Greek world suffered disastrously, with Athens eventually losing the war. In the fourth century b.c.e., Philip II of Macedonia took control of Greece.

The fifth and fourth centuries were the classical eras in Greece, especially in Athens. Herodotus and Thucydides can be said to have created history as the systematic analysis of past events. Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides became the founders of tragic drama and Aristophanes the father of dramatic comedy. The ideals of Greek art and architecture (e.g. the Parthenon) have survived to the present. Rational and critical thought developed, and philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle posed questions about humanity and nature still being debated today. Religion and myth were important to most Greeks: the gods dwelt on Mount Olympus, games and festivals were held in their honor, and oracles were consulted, notably at Delphi. However, unlike the Hebrews, gods began to diminish as a source of knowledge, truth, and morality in favor of philosophy, history, and experiment. Just as the Greeks shifted rule from god-kings to rule by the people, so too did learning and knowledge shift from divine sources to man-made ones. Ancient Greece was no utopia, as slavery, poverty, repression of women, and violence was often the norm, but as the text notes, its civilization was the fountainhead of the culture of the West.
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. The Growth of Democracy—Athenian Style

2. Greek History Without Athens and Sparta—The Other Greek Poleis
3. Greek History Without the City: Greek Rural Culture and Its Historical Significance

4. The Ideas of the Greeks and Their Impact on Western Civilization

5. Greek Ideals as Reflected in Greek Vase Painting [a slide lecture]

6. The Greek Pantheon and Its Artistic Representation [a slide lecture]

7. The Influence of Geography Upon Greek Society

MAP EXERCISE
1. Ancient Greece (ca. 750–338 b.c.e.). MAP 3.1. How did the geography of Greece—both land and sea—influence the development and expansion of Greek culture and civilization? Does the geography of Greece explain the emergence of the polis, or city-state, rather than a kingdom or empire, in ancient Greece? What role did the Aegean Sea play in Greek life? How is geography a source of protection from foreign invaders? (p. 48, in section 3-1 Early Greece)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “Homer's Ideal of Excellence”: What important Greek ideals and Greek values are revealed in this passage from the Iliad? Why was Homer’s Iliad the primary literary work for generations of Greeks? What does this excerpt suggest about the society of ancient Greece? Does modern society still value those same qualities? (p. 51, in section 3-2 The Greeks in a “Dark Age” [ca. 1100–ca. 750 b.c.e.])
2. “The Lycurgan Reforms”: What does the passage from Plutarch's account of Lycurgus reveal about the nature of the Spartan state? What were the motives in the educational program for the young Spartan males as expressed in the passage? What might it mean “to be a Spartan”? Would these reforms have passed in democratic Athens? (p. 55, in section 3-3 The World of the Greek City-States [ca. 750–ca. 500 b.c.e.])
3. “Athenian Democracy: The Funeral Oration of Pericles”: According to Pericles, what are the ideals of Athenian democracy? Was Pericles correct in his assessment? Was Athens a democracy? Why or why not? What made Athens special and unique, or was it unique at all? (p. 60, in section 3-4 The High Point of Greek Civilization: Classical Greece)
4. “Opposing Viewpoints: Women in Athens and Sparta”: What do the selections from Xenophon, Aristotle, and Plutarch reveal about the role of women in the Athenian household? In Sparta? How do they differ? How are they similar? Why? How did the Greeks conceive the “natural” attributes of men and women and how did the Greek view of the world shape Greek conceptions of gender and gender roles? (p. 68, in section 3-5 The Culture and Society of Classical Greece)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Using maps, including historical atlases, have students analyze the geographic environments that played a role in Greek society, including the effect of geography on economic, social, and political developments.

2. Compare and contrast Athens (a naval power) with Sparta (a land power), and explain how two groups that shared culture, religion, and even geography ended up following such different paths of development.
3. What is the “Western Way of Warfare”, and how did ancient Greece lay the foundation for it?
4. Ask students to reflect on why it was Greek culture and civilization that had such a profound impact upon subsequent Western civilization, given that ancient Greece was relatively under populated and lacked the resources of many of the other ancient civilizations. 

5. Have students watch the film “300” and then research the historical information of the Battle of Thermopylae. The students should identify which portions of the film were historically accurate and which scenes were pure filmmaking embellishments. 
6. Have students read portions of Herodotus’ account of the Persian Wars, looking for instances of the historian’s exaggeration and bias. Then, students should read portions of Thucydides’ account of the Peloponnesian Wars and determine why he was considered a better historian.

7. Have students debate the merits of the trial and execution of Socrates. Was his execution justified? How might a Greek defender of the trial justify Socrates’ execution?
8. Most historians believe that the Persians had nearly all of the advantages during the Persian Wars. Have the class discuss the specific advantages the Greeks had, especially military advantages.

9. Have students write a short account of a day in the life of a Greek woman. Accounts should include information on the subject’s background, and the events described should be plausible for such a person.
10. (For the science majors) Research the scientific and mathematic contributions that ancient Greece made to Western civilization and explain how Greek philosophy contributed to modern scientific thought. 

INTERNET RESOURCES 
1. The Ancient Greek World 
http://www.penn.museum/sites/greek_world/
One of the finest web sites available covering many aspects of ancient Greek geography, economy, culture, and religion; developed and maintained by museum staff at the University of Pennsylvania.

2 The Peloponnesian War (431–401 b.c.e.)
http://www.ualberta.ca/~egarvin/assets/10-peloponnesian-war-to-421.pdf
Quality presentation of information of The Peloponnesian War and other issues confronting Ancient Greece is provided for students.
3. Perseus Project 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
Web site developed to accompany highly successful Perseus Project CD-ROM created for Mac, PC version soon to be available. Vast CD-ROM collection of images of Greek coins, vases, sculptures, and archaeological sites may eventually go fully online at this website. 

4. The British Museum: Athens
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/athens/home_set.html
Objects and information about ancient Athens in a site created and hosted by the British Museum.
5. Ancient Greece

http://ancient-greece.org/
Basic reference website maintained by professor of art history at SUNY. Contains maps, short articles,

images, and other resources.

RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. Crash Course: The Persians and Greeks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-mkVSasZIM&index=5&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9
This link was included in the previous chapter because the content overlaps. It contains a brief look at the emergence of Greece and its relationship with Persia as a part of developing Greek identity.

2. School of Life: Aristotle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csIW4W_DYX4&index=4&list=PLwxNMb28XmpfEr2zNKQfU97eyEs70krSb
A short clip introducing Aristotle and his major philosophical theories, as well as a brief historical context of those theories.

3. School of Life: Ancient Greece
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kix2L1j2cDc&index=6&list=PLwxNMb28Xmpfv8ez3ItKS1Ti3T8o6f7Yy
A clip of the most significant contributions made by the ancient Greeks to western civilization.

4. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE
Acropolis Museum

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/acropolis-museum
View sculptures from the Acropolis Museum in Athens, Greece. Athens, circa 490 b.c.e., following the victory against the Persians and the establishment of democracy, took a leading position among the other city-states of the ancient world. In the age that followed, as thought and art flourished, the sculptor Phidias and an ambitious statesman, Pericles, transformed a rocky hill called Acropolis into a monument to wisdom and the arts. The most important buildings visible on the Acropolis today are the Parthenon, the Propylaia, the Erechtheion, and the temple of Athena Nike. These buildings were erected during this period under the supervision of the greatest architects, sculptors, and artists of their time.
Greek Art of the Classical Era

https://artsandculture.google.com/usergallery/VALi9fx3OWjHIg
View a gallery on Greek art, spanning between roughly 480 to 323 b.c.e. During the classical era, significant achievements were made in Attic vase painting. Most notably, the red-figure technique superseded the black-figure technique, and with that came great strides in portraying the human body, clothed or naked, at rest or in motion. At the same time, one of the far-reaching innovations in sculpture and one of the most celebrated statues of antiquity was the nude Aphrodite of Knidos by the Athenian sculptor Praxiteles. Its slender proportions and distinctive contrapposto stance became hallmarks of fourth-century b.c.e. Greek sculpture.
Dodekatheon (Fabio Filos)

https://artsandculture.google.com/usergallery/FQISBe7HvPtnIg
View a gallery on the twelve Olympians, the main gods and goddesses of Greek mythology. The twelve Olympian gods (The Dodekatheon) gained rank as the rulers of the world after dethroning the elder gods, known as the Titans, in a ten-year war called Titanomachy. The name of this powerful group of gods comes from Mount Olympus, where the council of twelve met to discuss matters. While the number was fixed at twelve, there was considerable variation as to which deities were included. However, the twelve most commonly portrayed in art and poetry were Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Demeter, Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Ares, Aphrodite, Hephaestus, Hermes, and either Hestia or Dionysus.
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