Jane Benjamin

FACULTY EVALUATION 2011-2012
Introduction
Regular evaluations at Lane Community College open opportunities to review individual teaching strategies and college service.  Teaching, the primary essential function of my appointment has been assessed through regular college student classroom evaluations, a classroom evaluation by manager Ken Murdoff and more recently by administering my own survey of classroom achievements by students. Teaching materials and evaluation data collected for this evaluation are located in the Appendices.  Service to the College, another essential aspect of my position as a Social Science instructor is included.  The list is of committee service, work roles and event support which highlight my service to the college over the past 3 years.

Classroom Teaching Evaluations
I have received overall favorable responses in teaching evaluations administered by the college throughout my career. A student or two each term with perspectives ranging from disappointment to anger with the class material, grading curve, workload or my style of teaching did not meet their expectations.  I accept that. 
Of particular interest as a teacher is the amount of knowledge gained from my courses after taking the classes. To assess this, the first day of class and last day of class, I asked students to self report their existing knowledge/comfort and their gained knowledge by answering 5 skill-based questions appropriate for the course. The pre-course survey gives immediate feedback of the class skill level range. Results of the post-course revealed 55%-90% of students who took my courses gained “very high or high” gain in knowledge from the class. See table below. The remainder of students reported medium to low medium gains in knowledge.  For full results see Appendix A-D.
	 Natural Environment

GEOG 141
	I have basic understanding of “open systems” which create a complex and dynamic earth
	I know how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why
	I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models and science diagrams
	I have the ability to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind accurately
	I logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable future

	Very High to High Gained knowledge 8:30am class
	65% 
	55%
	75%
	65%
	70%

	Very High to High Gained knowledge 1pm class
	80%
	90%
	60%
	75%
	75%

	Human Geography

GEOG 142

3pm class
	Know Country locations
	Know culture traits of world regions and countries
	Can read and understand basic maps models and diagrams
	Ability to spatially place major urban areas in your mind accurately
	Use geographic themes to think about sustainability and quality of life for all people.

	Very High to High Gained knowledge
	71%
	76%
	81%
	67%
	62%


Service to the College
· Social Science Advisory Committee (SSAC) served on the advisory committee that meets bi-weekly and advises department Chair 2009-2010

· Geography Discipline Lead Contact for the Department- report to the administration requests for the discipline through reports and reviews to demonstrate how we can better serve the college mission.  
· GIS Grant Project Manger for MAPS GIS grant from National science Foundation 2006 completed 2009.
· GIS Professional Advisory Committee contact 2007-2010- report the function and role of GIS professionals that volunteer to advise the GIS Professional Technical Program to the college and to identify and rotate advisory community membership in the local area.
· GEOG/GIS Career Fair Representative
·  Lane Community College Day at the capital in Salem

· Lane County Career Faire, 
· Hamblin middle school

· South Eugene High School 
· Springfield Middle and High Schools. 
· Geography Discipline Contact for University System- to communicate and engage in changes of higher education. 
· Lane Preview Night 2007-2012 represented Social Science

·  Department social event 2010, hosted in my home morale building and fun

· Social Science Bulletin Board Coordinator - Weekly update of Social Science related activities on campus and throughout the community

· LCCEA Action Representative
· Social Science art/visual identity internal grant project 
Summary 

At Lane Community College I have experienced numerous changes in my teaching, the student body culture, technology, administration and the perceived role of education for students.  I continue to make changes within the format of course objectives while keeping up with discipline research, transfer requirements.  I work to provide up-to-date and salient materials for best practices for student learning.  Successful changes in course content, materials and pedagogy are incorporated into courses term after term.  Failed changes are noted as such then abandoned.  I feel my teaching is important and of good quality.

Comfort with ever changing technology is still a struggle in my teaching. I may never be as facile with technology as my younger students but I use it daily.  I sometimes use iClick technology, computer testing, streaming videos, youtube and moodle, among other outdated technologies.   Technology is wonderful but finding consistent on-going support and training  takes a lot of time to develop.  I have been publicly criticized for not allowing laptops in my classroom but until everyone has equal access I believe it is unfair to those without privilege. 

 I have great respect for my students and try to understand the pressure they are under to complete their education while working and managing families.  Many face unusual stress in the realities of the current job market.  I try to have a stress free classroom. Many people enjoy my classes because of the laid back nature of the classroom atmosphere.  Challenging quizzes and exams requiring critical thinking and understanding of terms and concepts retains the rigor of the discipline/course.  I am proud that many students learn and are inspired by Geography in my classes. 

Appendix A   Pre-post achievement survey questions.

Appendix B   Student survey result Questions 1-5

Appendix C   Student written comments Questions 6-7

Appendix D   Teaching Material examples

Appendix A
Natural Environment

Geog 141 Pre-course Questionnaire  1/9/2012  Name________________optional
Please mark the scale, A-E, that you feel best fits your current knowledge about geography.                  “A” being the highest level of knowledge and “E” being lowest level of knowledge.  
1. I understand the basics of how “open systems” create a complex and dynamic earth.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I understand how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and scientific diagrams.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind accurately. 

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I can logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable modern future.

A. Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What do you hope to learn in this class?

7. About how many hours a week do you expect to set aside for this class? (include hours spent in the classroom) .

Natural Environment Questionnaire Post-course
Please mark the scale, A-E, that you feel best fits your growth in knowledge about geography after taking this class.    “A” being the highest level of growth and “E” being lowest level of growth.  

1. I understand the basics of how “open systems” create a complex and dynamic earth.

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I understand how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and scientific diagrams.

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind more accurately. 

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I can logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable modern future.

B. Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What did you like about this class?

7. What do you think should be changed to make it [i.e. the class] better?

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY Pre-course Questionnaire    Please mark answers A-E  that best fits your present knowledge and comfort about human geography.    “A” being the highest level of knowledge and comfort and “E” being lowest level.
1. I know where a majority of the countries of the world are spatially located.  

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I know basic culture traits such as language, religion, demographics, development, resources for most regions of the world.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams.

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately. 

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I use geographic themes and ideas such as space, location, movement, region, scale, and geographic relationships to think about sustainability and improving the quality of life for all people. 

A.  Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What things do you hope to learn in this class?

7. About how many hours per week do you expect to set aside for geography?
 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY Post-course
Please mark answers A-E that best fits your GAINED knowledge and comfort about human geography after taking this class.    “A” being the highest level of GAINED KNOWLEDGE and comfort and “E” being lowest level.  

1.  I know where a majority of the countries of the world are spatially located. 

 
A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I know basic culture traits such as language, religion, demographics, development, resources for most regions of the world.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately. 

a. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I use geographic themes and ideas such as space, location, movement, region, scale, and geographic relationships to think about sustainability and improving the quality of life for all people. 

A.  Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What did you like about this class?

7. What could make this class better? 

Appendix B
Natural Environment Pre-course results of questions 1-5 (2 sections Winter 12)
	                                           Rating

Questions
	Very High comfort & knowledge
	High comfort & knowledge
	Medium Comfort & knowledge
	Medium-low comfort & knowledge
	Low comfort & knowledge 
	

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	0


	4
	6
	12
	6
	

	How natural systems work at various locations
	1


	7
	10
	5
	5
	

	Read & understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	3
	11
	9
	3
	1
	

	Can mentally place major natural features and climates accurately
	2
	5
	10
	8
	2
	

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	3
	12
	9
	3
	1
	


Natural Environment Post-course results of questions 1-5 (2 sections Winter 12)
	                                             Rating

Question


	Very High knowledge
GAIN
	High knowledge
GAIN
	Medium knowledge GAIN
	Medium-low knowledge
GAIN
	Low knowledge 
GAIN
	

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	7
	22
	7
	2
	2
	

	How natural systems work at various locations
	6
	23
	8
	3
	0
	

	Read &understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	11
	16
	10
	3
	0
	

	Can mentally place major natural features and climate accurately
	9
	19
	5
	6
	1
	

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	6
	23
	8
	3
	0
	


Natural Environment Post-course results of questions 1-5     (5 sections Fall 11 and Winter 12)
	                                             Rating

Question


	Very High knowledge
GAIN
	High knowledge
GAIN
	Medium knowledge GAIN
	Medium-low knowledge
GAIN
	Low 

GAIN
	% very

high to –high gain

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	13
	33
	11
	1
	0
	79%

	How natural systems work at various locations
	10
	29
	24
	1
	0
	66%

	Read &understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	11
	16
	10
	3
	0
	46%

	Can mentally place major natural features and climate accurately
	12
	34
	19
	2
	0
	79%

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	12
	34
	22
	1
	0
	79%


Human Geography Pre-course Results of questions 1-5  (Winter 12)
	                                         Rating

Question

	Very High Gained knowledge
	High  Gained knowledge
	Medium Gained Knowledge
	Medium to Low Gained Knowledge
	Low Gained  Knowledge 
	

	Know where a majority of countries of the world are spatially located. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Know basic culture traits such as language, religion, demographics, development, resources for most regions of the world.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind accurately.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use geographic themes (space, location, movement, region, scale, geographic relationships, and sustainability) to improve lives 


	
	
	
	
	
	


Human Geography Post-course Results of questions 1-5
	                                           Rating

Question


	Very High Gained knowledge
	High  Gained knowledge
	Medium Gained Knowledge
	Medium to Low Gained Knowledge
	Low Gained  Knowledge 
	

	Know where a majority of the countries of the world are located. 


	12
	3
	4
	0
	2
	

	Know basic culture traits for most regions of the world.
	4
	12
	2

	1
	1
	

	Can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams
	13
	4
	1
	2
	1

	

	Able to place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately.

	7
	7
	4
	2
	1
	

	Use geographic themes and ideas for sustainability and improving quality of life for people. 
	6
	7
	4
	3
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


