
 The NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Fall 2012 Geography 141
Instructor: Jane Benjamin				OFFICE HOURS
Office: 410F Center Bldg (4th floor)			MWF.  10:00-11:00 a.m.
Phone: 463-5875					UR  	1:00-2:00 p.m. 
									or by appointment.
Required Text: 		ELEMENTAL GEOSYSTEMS 6TH EDITION
Author Robert W. Christopherson  6e
Required Attendance: I take roll each day by sending around a roll sheet or taking in or handing back pop quizzes.  Signing the roll sheet and leaving will negate your attendance. If you must miss a class, 1) review reading, 2) get class notes from a fellow student  3) after reviewing readings and notes, see me during my office hours if you have questions. 
Required Reading Assignments:  Readings are to be completed before class.  There WILL BE pop quizzes.  Review the chapter summary and focus questions located at the end of each chapter.  The summary helps clarify important terms and concepts covered.  Use focus questions and the summary as study tools.  I will NOT collect nor grade this material. 
Tutors:   I am the tutor for this class, not the Science resource center. See me during my office hours -or- if your schedule conflicts with those times we can find an appointment time. I can arrange study groups if students want to participate outside of our regular class time. 
Required Written Assignments: Turn-in assignments when requested OR if your paper is not completed by class-time you may ask for a reasonable extension. Work not turned-in during class, must be taken to “Social Science Department assignment drop box”.  The box is located in Center Building 4th floor hallway near the Social Science Department office  (403 Center). DO NOT put any assigned work in the pocket outside my office door. It is NOT secure and I will not be responsible for work left there. 
Required Exams:  We will have 3 exams over a total of 12 chapters.   The comprehensive final exam will be given during finals week ONLY. 
Make ups: There are NO make up quizzes.  Make-up exams may be permitted but only with a documented illness or extenuating circumstances.  Please call and see me a.s.a.p. during office hours if you  miss an exam. A make-up must be completed within one week of the in-class exam unless you have medical instructions from your doctor. 
Extra credit:  There are extra credit points available through bonus quizzes and/or reading Beyond the 100th Meridian by Wallace Stegner.  Points are awarded after a one-on-one discussion of the book in my office during week 5-8.  No papers are accepted. 
Classroom Behavior: Bring pencil, pen and paper to the class.  Take notes. Ask “on-topic” questions during class to open discussion. NO laptops/tablets are to be used in class unless required by disability services. Keep cell phones and headphones turned off and out of sight.  Be courteous; personal cross-talk conversations are disturbing to other students.
TESTING:  Bring a #2 pencil for the scantron portion of the tests.  No hats/caps/cell phones/headphones allowed in tests.  I often ask students to move during testing if work-space is crowded, if friends are sitting too close, for student comfort, or just because.  Use the restroom before you test.  Once you begin testing you may not leave the room. Plagiarism, cheating, and other conduct contrary to LCC policies will not be tolerated. 
Disability Services:  Students eligible for academic accommodations through Disability Services see me during the first week of class so we can go through your paperwork and provide appropriate accomodations.  For more information, contact Disability Services at (541) 463-5150 (voice) or 463-3079 (TTY), or stop by Building 1, Room 218.


Date	        		    	  Your Reading 				Quiz?
Sept 24		Chapter 1.  Essentials of Geography		yes: bonus points
Week 1		pp. 1-35.

October 1 		Part I Chapter 2. Solar energy, Seasons and the Atmosphere
Week 2 		pp. 39-73.						Maybe?

October 8		Chapter 3 Atmospheric Energy and Global Temperatures 
Week 3		pp. 75-109						Yes

October 15		Chapter 4 Atmospheric and Oceanic Circulation
Week 4		pp. 111-141.						Yes				
OCTOBER 22 or 24  EXAM 1 WILL B GIVEN.   
Week 5.Exam1 will total 65 points and consist of several short answer essays, multiple choice, and a map. Short answer questionsrequire you to explain concepts, define terms, and show your understanding of how the natural environment and geographic concepts work. You will be provided with a guide that lists topics/terms and concepts we have covered in class.  This list should be reflected in your class notes and supported by text readings, handouts and video notes. Be sure to also study returned quizzes.  

October 26. 	Part II Chapter 5. Atmospheric Water and Weather	 
Week 5.	pp. 142- 152							No

November 5.  	Chapter 5. Atmospheric Water and Weather	
Week 6	pp. 153-191							Yes

Week 7 	Chapters 6 &7 						Yes
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WEEK 6        
Feb 7-11
	Monday: Ch 6 Q&A
Wednesday: Lecture Ch 7 Q&A  video
Friday: 10 point QUIZ Ch 7 and map quiz 
	Chapter 6
Chapter 7

	WEEK 7
Feb 15-18
	Monday: Lecture Ch 8 &9
Wednesday: Lecture Ch 8 &9 Q&A
Friday: 10 point QUIZ Ch 8&9 and map quiz
	Chapter 8
Chapter 9


	
WEEK 8   
Feb 21-25
	Monday: President’s Day Holiday No School
Wednesday: 50 POINT Exam 2 over Ch 6, 7, 8, 9.  Begin reading Ch10 
Friday: Lecture Ch 10 Q&A
	 Exam 2 (Ch 6, 7, 8, 9.
Ch 10 

	
WEEK 9  F 28- M 4

	Monday: Chapter 10, 15 point in-class assignment for Ch 10.  Rivers and Fluvial Land forms Lecture Ch 11
Wednesday: Lecture Ch 11 Q&A   10 point Map quiz over rivers  (know countries they flow through from source to mouth)
Friday: In class map assignment 15 pts
	Chapter 11
map assignment

	WEEK 10
Mar 7-11.
	Monday: Continental and Alpine Glaciers Lecture
Wednesday: Ch 14  Q&A,  Video
Friday: Last Day of class. Review for final exam.
	Chapter 14


	WEEK 11
Mar 14-18

	FINAL 8:30 A.M. CLASS = Monday Mar 14 at 8 a.m.
FINAL 1:00 P.M. CLASS = Wednesday Mar 16 at 12 p.m. 
The 65 point Final Exam covers Ch 10, 11, 14 plus the written portions from all previous tests.  I have revised the written questions into Multiple  choice for the final exam.
	




Table 1. Course grading
	Type
	Points each
	TypeTotal
%rounded 
	Keep your records here 
	Sub-total 
Scores

	3 Tests
	55- 65
	180    (59%)
	Exam 1                  \65
Exam 2                   \50
Exam 3                   \65
	

	Attendance
	1 (3per week)
	  28     (9%)
	Absent dates? 

	

	In-class assignments 
	10, 15, 15,
	  40    (13%)
	Ex1       Ex2       Ex3

	

	Quizzes
	5 to 10
	  55    (18%)
	Q1     Q2     Q3    Q4   

Q5   Q6 
  
	

	Grand Total
	
	303   (100%)        
	
	

	                                           
	
	 
	
	Your Total



Table 3.COURSE GRADING SCALE
	+              

-
	
A
	
85%
	Superior comprehensive knowledge of college-level subject material and concepts of Science

	+ 
             
-
	
B
	
75%
	Very good comprehensive understanding college level materials and concepts of Science.

	+ 
             
-
	 
C
	
60%
	Average college student knowledge of subject materials.

	
	D
	52%
	Lacking comprehensive subject understanding. 




