The SSEA (Social Science Education and Art) Project

Committee members: J Benjamin, M Cordova, P Martinez, T Timmers; Retired K Murdoff

WHAT IS The SSEA Project? A committee of volunteer SS staff and students determined to improve the visual identity of the Social Sciences space in the 4th of Center. We work with the Campus Art committee and secure resources.

WHAT ARE SSEA’S GOALS? The committee’s goals are to impart a visual identity for the Social Sciences using art as an aesthetic educational vehicle and to improve the division’s culture.  

HISTORY TO DATE

’11 Winter: Design Ideas (w/SSEA committee)


Mural (one wall)


Framed poster-sized art of individual discipline icons or scenes 


Touch board for student ideas and graphic (entrance). 


Hanging mobile/banners from ceilings


Specialized Lighting for art

’12 Spring: Funding & Grants (w/Mara Fields)


Met to discuss grant-writing


Collected sources for funding (i.e. NEA, Oregon Humanities Council...)


Began proposal outlines

’12 Spring: Placement of Art (w/Tom Madison)


Tom offered to help develop a mural design, execution & paint. His expertise is murals.

Begin mural across SS office (east wall), wrap east on (south wall) interior hallway towards study corral, ending across from classroom 416. 


Touch screen across from Main office (idea found problematic?)


Individual discipline framed poster-sized icons/scenes: west wall opposite map room and wrap toward 420 offices. 


Individual discipline framed poster-sized icons/scenes in study corral area.


Banners/hanging mobiles near elevator & west entrance (potential fire code violation)

‘12 Summer: Division Content & Art On Campus Committee Approval (late Spring/early Summer)


SSEA encouraged SS Faculty to share information about discipline movers and shapers, ideas, and icons. This 

referred to as “content dump” which represented all disciplines. 


Content dump was sent to Tom Madison to mock up a mural idea for the meeting as evidence that we are a serious 

group seeking the art committee’s approval. 


Granted approval of project; Art On Campus requested periodic checks on progress.


Mural design and execution becomes Phase 1 of SSEA Project Goals (resource found).


Tom suggests a 199 class on “Designing Art for Public Places” using the SS as a client.

‘13 Winter: Art 199 - “Designing Art for Public Places” (w/Tom Madison)


Class meets with SSEA and SS faculty to discuss content dump for mural design. 


Students present 7 drafts of their work to SS for critique and drafts are displayed for feedback (week 6). 


Revisions from feedback are reintroduced to faculty for 4 of 7 designs (week 10). 

‘13 Spring: Phase 1 Feedback (early Spring)


After two rounds of feedback during Winter and Spring, 2 designs are picked (based on those who explicitly selected a 

“first” choice).



Round 1: Designs 3 and 7 are selected, each with 7 out of 21 explicit choices.



Round 2: Design 3 is selected with 4 out of 15 explicit choices.


‘13 Fall: Phase 1 Discussion


Is there more feedback on final mural design that may be viable?


Does SS faculty have a specific conceptual model to put forward as a viable alternative? 

Timeline Considerations


A small group from the Winter ‘13 class are willing to work on further revisions.


Tom Madison may be gone Winter ‘14 which extends the implementation discussion.


Mural execution is planned for Spring and/or Summer ‘14.
