
Social Sciences Mural Feedback

----

Aesthetically, the converging lines with the green look to me the best, but none of the designs seem to express any concept of social sciences. In fact, I would guess that if a person were told nothing about the designs, a person looking at any of them would never think "Social Science."

I'm sorry the meetings have not been at times I am able to make with my teaching schedule, but I'd like to see something which is more of a quiltwork of disciplines than something which attempts to express the concept of the social sciences in general. Other works express abstract concepts like diversity, but we already have diversity murals all over campus, including the giant new mural on the P.E. building and all the flags and murals at Enrollment Services.

Something more anthropomorphic or concrete involving personalities with names attached (e.g. Freud, Skinner, etc. for Psych) or subject matter (maybe Pavlov's dog salivating and Pavlov ringing a bell or similar scenes) would be more informative and educational. I don't mean to throw rocks, but I'm a bit disappointed in the proposals and don't find any of them fulfills the purpose of the mural or would enhance learning once done.

I did share similar ideas with another faculty who I believe was on the committee but maybe that was too early in the process for them to have been retained. I think murals lend themselves to patchwork or montage type designs with a unifying theme or style, so I think one or more images depicting each discipline would be a good approach. Students might even each attempt to represent a different discipline - this way each student's design could be incorporated in the final mix. Then a unifying color scheme, style and/or background/"framing" design could be hammered out which harmonizes the disparate designs.

I'd like to defer to the student artists and give them creative reign, but long after they're gone, long time faculty are going to be looking at this every day and have this represent them to future students. (philosophy)

----

I fear that I liked #2 and #6, but then again I might not quite be the best to decide. 

I sent you the wrong numbers that I had chosen based upon the order they were presented. My choices are #3 and #7 of those offered. These two, especially #3, provided a more open look that also had some Northwest appearance. The philosophical aspects of including Hegel, and potential quotes for each discipline, really appealed to me. (criminal justice)

----

1st choice: Design #3  This one is by far my favorite.  I love the footnotes and the fact that its the only one I saw that actually says "Social Science" as part of the mural.

2nd choice:  Design #7

3rd choice:  Design #5

 

They are all quite interesting and students should be commended for their creative ideas! (office staff)

----

You have my feedback. (psychology)

(The selection was #3. Other general comments included some issues with conceptual presentation, such as misspelling and grammar. Aesthetically, #7 was liked but was too dark. #1 and #2 were too conceptual and were a little difficult to look at, let’s say physically stressful. #4 was good but incomplete and #5 had a really nice perceptual trick to it. #6 had a very nice emotion -- welcoming and feel good, was great to look at and its conceptualization was initially a winner. #3 stood out because of it’s relevance and beauty, and the conceptualization sounded like it was written by an artist.)

----

 Another concern was the ecology of the pieces, something brought up during the meeting (dean). 

----

I really like #2 (sociology). 

----

I like #6 and #7. (psychology)

----

I reviewed the mural designs, and while all of them are quite good, my favorites are #4, #5, and #7. (history)

----

Anything with color works for me. I’m not interested in the representational pieces -- the choice is 5. (ethnic studies)

----

#1 is too green. Do we want to feel like spring all the time? #7 is a little too dark and damp. I like #6. #5 is a good illusion. #2 is something I’ve seen in performing arts. (facilities staff)

----

I like #7 if it can lightened up a bit this would be my first choice.

My second choice would be #4 with a little more added to represent all the disciplines.

My third choice is #3. (office staff)

----

I don’t like the abstract pieces because they don’t say anything about psych. I want something more literal. No to #1, #2, #6. I like the content of #3 but not the colors. #7 is a little too dark, so maybe a reversal of color. (testing lab staff).

----

Here are my responses organized in 3 sections: which designs I like (per your request); my critique of the designs/process; where I would like to see the process move next.

A. What I liked: In order - No. 6 Raindrops, No. 7 Lascaux Skyline, No. 3 Minerva's Owl

No. 6 Raindrops.  I like the overall design, it is serene, interesting and engaging. However, it seems somewhat generic. I attended the charrette and appreciate the interpretation and orientation of the artist. However, such an interpretation is not readily accessible to most student observers waiting in the hall. Furthermore, I can imagine the same piece being used all over the country with different interpretations to meet the specifics of the commission. In that sense it is a very valuable design, but it lacks elements that make it at least suggest - "This is Social Science". I have the same concern with all of the abstract, geometric designs.

No. 7 - Lascaux Skyline. The visual imagery is compelling and attractive. The idea of light boxes casting shadows is inspired. I like the human experience/alteration of the world embedded in the cosmos. The version illustrated is too dark. The design says too little, if anything about the Social Sciences.

No. 3 Minerva's Owl. I like the overall idea and the use of divided space and the social sciences being supported by the owl's wings. I was slow to appreciate the central theme, and was not familiar with the quotation it is based upon. Unfortunately, I disagree with Hegel's point, especially how it applies to Social Sciences. All wisdom and knowledge does not accrue at the end of life, and the point of the Social Sciences is to impact and change the world we live in for the better, now. The idea of a legend at the bottom I think may be unworkable, not artistically, but practically. I think any set of words trying to capture each current discipline in the our division will be very reductionist, and time and person bound, that is bound to the views that the current faculty, currently have.

B. General Comments. All of the designs, except the representational piece with the floating hats, lack any reference to human and social interaction. They all have an antiseptic, linear interpretation of the Social Sciences (yes even the raindrops). They all seem to present a view that the Social Sciences are this grand ever forward moving, ever more wise, knowledge generating, progressive endeavor. It is not that. We deal with some of the most disturbing aspects of human and social existence: madness, familial abuse, criminal activity, incarceration, prejudice, racism, greed, political corruption, state organized violence, warfare, et cetera. One of our goals as Social Scientists is to get our society and students to confront the ugliness of our social reality in order to change it. Our "science" is studying the problems of society. So, all of the designs lacked the component of the human social experience.

A second missing element in all of the designs is the issue of conflict and contradiction and disruption. Not only is the human social experience full of all of that, but the very research and teaching we do is also full of it. We do not agree in the Social Sciences about much at all. There is much debate, conflict, disagreement, tension. The element of tension, disruption, contradiction is missing.

Third, the element of conscious engagement for change is mostly missing. The inclusion of the light boxes in No. 7 Lascaux Skyline does incorporate this element to a degree, but oriented toward change. Rather, it is oriented toward current students' lives playing out within the themes of the design. We as Social Scientists are trying to improve our social environment through research on its problems, through confronting ourselves and our students with these problems, and through advocacy. The element of conscious, purposeful, social engagement for change is missing.

Finally, I had expected designs with more representational imagery. I can see that this is potentially a big problem. It is likely any representational image will be culturally constrained, and potentially controversial. So, I do not push this expectations on the artists, however, I'd like to make two points on this. First, images of people or social context seem to be only lightly referenced in all of the designs (again excepting the Floating Hats design). Second, the history of public mural art has always been to propagate the stories of people and society, from early frescoes which represented religious and political stories, to the modern emergence of the Mexican Muralists who depicted social upheaval, human suffering, human potential, and revolution. Thus, I expected some such reference in the array of designs. Again only the floating hat design attempted this.

I have made so many positive references to the Floating Hat design that I suppose I need to  explain why it is not one of my choices. It uses images that are too culture bound, for my liking: the Viking (conquering) ships, the hats themselves. It appears, as it was presented, to be a colored sketch. Thus, its general presentation is rougher, not by design, but by process.  

C. What I would like to see next. First, I would like to see new design ideas, if the artist either have some, or if the department's comments generate any.

I would also like to see how some the designs, certainly the ones I've selected, but any of them, might be further developed include some of the points I have made. I do not, of course, expect even the final design to address or incorporate all of my points, as I can only imagine that as a long difficult and perhaps clumsy process, especially when considering others in the department may have different or contrary ideas.

Some specific ideas, again only to stimulate thought, not as an expectation:

I wonder if it is possible to introduce elements of discord, conflict or tension in No. 6 Raindrops. Conflict is not always additive or subtractive the way waves are. And change rarely ripples out in measurable, predictable patterns. Change is almost always uncomfortable and disruptive. So too is our analysis of and role in society.

In the same design (No.6) either alternatively or along with the above idea, I wonder if some human or social reference can be made? Maybe using the light box idea, or with imagery?

I wonder if there is a way to coordinate and orient design No. 6 Raindrops and design No. 7 Lascaux Skyline on the adjacent walls meeting at the corner, as both have the geometric theme of concentric circles, such that they evolve or melt into each other altering the overall experience and challenging the viewer to interpret their different connections and commentaries. (economics)

----

What wonderful choices we have! I like versions 3 and 7.  I may be getting them mixed up but the one version will be too dark for the hallway, even though I really like the imagery.  Someone said the image will be lighter. What would it be with a warmer palate suggesting dawn/sun rather than dusk/moon tones?  I also need to think about how it reads from both ends of the hallway? (more time!)

The other one is very contemporary and feels vibrant, especially with the red icon. Having each discipline summarized/tied to the image give it grounding visually, intellectually and informatively. John Del Nero pointed out the red icon resonates with NW natives.  

Those are the two that I feel is the best fit (direction) for our department. $0.02 :)

More time to spend with the choices would be ideal, but at this point, the class needs to move in a concerted effort to complete the term. The few faculty I've had time to talk with are excited and impressed with the designs.  Another few asking to see more options may not be aware of the timeline/purpose/dedication of this specialty 199 class built around this particular Social Science Project.  And of course we can always wait to see if another class can be designed for us.... but that is unlikely.  We really have been presented with great opportunity and options. 

Thank you  Thank you.  Its EXCITING! (geography)

----

I apologize for the negative tone of the following regarding the mural proposals for Social Science.  I do not like them and find most of them lacking.

One thing the social science department should discuss is what is the goal of the mural (I may have missed that department meeting).  Is it to inform students of our disciplines (only one does), does it provide information about what we do (none do it in a concrete manner), is it to feel serene (the blue one with circles does it for me).  It is to draw students into the discipline and take our classes (I don’t think any do that, though the one that proposes to use the light and shadow might create some interaction).

I was hoping that the mural would be an opportunity to communicate the integrative nature of the social sciences, diversity of topics, its regard for people and provides some information about what we teach.  I don’t find the artwork does so in any substantial way.

I would like to see more visual and concrete representations of our disciplines.  Only one does a marginal job at doing so (the one with the boats and books).  When the imagery is too abstract (most of them are), I do not believe that students will stop by and think about it and reflect on what it has to say about people, society, or their role in society.  There is only one that describes the social sciences (the one at that describes them at the bottom of the artwork). (psychology)

----

I like the owl of #3, and #7, although the design looks better in full as compared to on the wall. My pick is #5. (psychology)

----

I like #7 but expected more concerning social interaction, social justice, relationships, etc. (political science)

----

#3 (counseling)

----

I select #3. (psychology)
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I am pretty sold on #3, with some revisions in the people in the picture and colors. (criminal justice)

----

My preferences in order:  6, 3, 5, 7. (psychology)

----

Choice #1 the mural that lists our disciplines and has the spheres (#3). My only concern is the text that is below the disciplines, I couldn't find any reference to what is written there.

 

Choice #2 the mural with the group of people (#7). My only concern is the two spheres that I assume represent the "primitive" and the "modern." If that is the representation of the two spheres, that just perpetuates a colonial view of indigenous ways of knowing and doing. If that is not the artist's intent, then I will just shut up. :) (ethnic studies)

----

As I've pointed at before, I enjoy the mural inspired by Hegel's "Philosophy of Right." I would, however, appreciate it if the only discipline listed was "Sociology" and that sociologist could be portrayed as Gods controlling the universe. (sociology)

----

Thanks for the revisions. Overall, I felt like the changes made the designs less appealing, but not in every case. My current order of preferences:

1. Minerva's Owl (#3). I think this one improved with the addition of the people silhouette. I have the same problem as before. The reference seems very abstract disconnected to the Social Sciences.

2. Quilt (#5). I think this improved a bit with greater clarity of the imagery. The eyes are still otherworldly and disturbing. Again I do not see a connection to Social Sciences other than the use of common symbols.

3. Ripples (#6). I think this one is less attractive and interesting with the quotations added.

4. Petroglyph/Skyline (#7). I think this one was the least served by the changes. It now feels post-apocolyptic. (economics)

----

I like #3 the best.  My second choice would be #5. (staff)

----

My selections would be #3 first, #6 second. (dean)

----

I think there is a slight improvement, but not by much.  The same problem still exists.  Speaking only for one of the many psychology instructors, I don't see psychology in the mural.

I didn't really see any meaningful use of psychology in the murals.  The easiest way to conceptualize psychology would be to go through the Huffman and Carpenter, or the Lillenfeld textbook to get some images of psychology. (psychology)

----

Thanks for organizing this. My choice is the "Ripples". It's a great reminder why we do what we do even if we don't get to see the final "ripple effect." (counseling)

----

I like numbers 3 and 5 pretty much the way they are. Would be happy with either on of them. (history)

----

My favorites are #3 and #5. (history)

----

I LIKE 5 AND 7.  THANKS FOR DOING THIS - IT IS GOING TO BE TERRIFIC. (human services)

----

The two designs that I liked are no longer on the work table. Are they no longer in the contest?

(I asked which ones):

The designs with people and faces.  The designs in the work room seem to make the  hallway dark and more like science or business. (psychology)

----

I meant to sent this to you last week - I really like #5 and #6. Both are great for different reasons. I like the iconography of the one with the head and interwoven pattern. That design is really provocative. The other with the quotes is also very good - a little more sedate but very pleasing to the eye. I think we'd do well with either - great improvement from the original designs.

The other design with the people and the buildings looks bleak and apocalyptic - it's both drab and uncertain what it's trying to convey. (philosophy)

----

I select #3. (psychology)

