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The development of curriculum for a Geography of Oregon class will broaden the offerings and requirements for Geography majors in the Social Science Division at Lane.  This course is designed as a regional study in geography to analyze Oregon’s cultural and environmental diversity.  Changing regional dynamic processes create new and borrowed cultural ideas and technologies that alter both human and natural environments.  Students can expect to learn natural history, spatial processes related to settlement patterns, population change, urban growth planning  and economic bases in various parts of Oregon.  Study of historical and current events will build a context for questions of where, what and why particular locations, contributions, and events have created a sense of “place” for Oregon.

The outcomes of basic skills in map reading are important to the course. Students will learn to read from topographic and cadastral maps (landownership) and learn the effects of various land granting systems that is important to understand the structure of wealth and opportunity in Oregon.

This regional course delves in to the historical context of arriving immigrant groups and how peoples found affinities to various environments and resource bases.  The course also addresses the causes of many migrations and the pull to Oregon.  The spatial context of settlement patterns and urban neighborhoods will be discussed around structured assignments and map exercises. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Urban patterns and growth will be a key to understanding Oregon of the 21st Century.  The role of globalization, easy accessible location on the Pacific Rim, technology and ongoing immigration are important discussion topics for discussion and student research projects that will be of use to anyone living or hoping to settle in Oregon. 
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