[bookmark: _GoBack]Email exchange between Jimmy Miller and Jane Benjamin   
First exchange of the incident went to the entire class. (his and mine)
Dear class,
I would like to apologize for my response to the student who made fun of me during class. I would be the first to admit that use of foul language is not a responsible reactions; regardless, how upset and hurt I felt. With that said, I hope the young lady, who chose to make fun of a disabled veteran for asking/ stating comments that help me in the class, feels ashamed for making fun of me. Furthermore, I truly hope she is met with the same situation one day to feel the hurt that was sent through my whole body at the time she felt it was okay to exploit a disabled persons struggles in front of a whole class. To be honest, this class has been a struggle for me, and the last thing that will help me succeed is a class mate making fun of me. In my opinion, the student who chose to engage in such childish play should be reprimanded for her actions. Additionally, those few who chose to laugh to give her the satisfaction of hurting someone should also feel ashamed for them leading her to believe it was okay with what she has done. One of the best parts of college is the respect that is required  of EVERY student to make those who are less fortunate feel they deserve an opportunity to a good education without feeling like I don't belong, and that is exactly the position I was placed in the moment she chose to make fun of me. I ask every student I. The class to please understand that there are many people in is world that have both physical and mental/ emotional disabilities, and all we want is the American dream just like those who are fortunate to be healthy. Again, my choice of words were rather unprofessional, but my right to ask question and make statements that could help me learn the subject should not be made fun of by anyone. Although I have a clear right to report the person for making fun of a disabled person, I am choosing to move pass this because I feel that my time would be better spent on class topics; additionally, although she deserves a heavy punishment, I don't want to soil a students record. However, if any students make fun again of my learning process, I will bring the schools administration into this leading to some kind of punishment that could soil so done records. Please understand all in want is to earn a degree in social work to help people like me get the opportunity that everyone deserves in life. Thank you all for taking time to read this.
i hope the rest of the term goes well for everyone in this class. Best wishes to you all. 
Jimmy Miller. 
On Feb 28, 2014, at 1:15 PM, "Jane Benjamin" <benjaminj@lanecc.edu> wrote:
Hello Students, 
It seems there were hurt feelings and mis-communication in an after class incident on Wednesday.  Both students involved have contacted me and I am trying to assess what came down. Jimmy has written an apology/charge letter to everyone in the class.  Several who received this email are concerned about a breach of  privacy and how addresses were gathered.  I am looking into that as well. For anyone not directly involved, disregard future emails on this subject.  This is a personal matter, not appropriate for a classroom forum.  Jane 

>>> Jimmy Miller <jimmymiller26@gmail.com> 2/28/2014 2:59 PM >>>
You can access everyone's email on my lane under classes. Also, I feel this is a class forum because a student made fun of another student in front of the class and a few students laughed and found it funny that she made fun of me. Also, if you don't know what happened, then I am at a lost because it was loud enough for the whole class to hear this going on. My apologies was for my use of bad language; however, the student chose to make fun of me, and there is NO possible excuse for the bad choice that student made when attacking me for asking a question or stating something to the instructors. If this student feels like she did nothing wrong, then I would be willing to make this an official matter with the disability department and the dean of the college. Regardless, I have a right to ask the dumbest to the hardest questions in class, and speak up when it comes to the learning of the curriculum. I feel that making fun of someone in the class is cowardly, and there i s no place at a college for suck cowardly actions. Yes, I am a different kind of person, and yes, my IQ may be lower than many people at the college, but I have a right to not feel victimized for talking about the curriculum in class. I am innocent in this matter. Unfortunately, I do have PTSD and Anxiety illnesses, and sometimes my reactions to cowardliness actions by other students can be vocally aggressive. However, when someone chooses to use actions that causes emotional harm, then they should expect a reaction met with anger and emotional outburst from the victim here. I am sorry if people feel that the female student actions in poking fun at my struggles in class are not a big deal for them, but it is a major deal to me when someone pokes fun at my learning disabilities and my other emotional and physical disabilities. 

Like I said in the email. I am willing to let this go, and not cause problems for the young lady who made a bad decision. I am not looking for an apology, or anything else from the class or the student. In fact, I was simply owning up to my reactions in the situation, and making it clear to everyone that making fun of anyone on a college campus is completely against every ethical rule that Lane Community College stands for. In my opinion, students who believe it's even a little okay to make fun of others should not be allowed to share the same educational fairness or any offerings that every student is given by the staff of the college.  

I hope this issue can be put past us, so we can all move on to the important parts of the class.

Thank you 


Jimmy Miller 
On Feb 28, 2014, at 3:08 PM, "Jane Benjamin" <benjaminj@lanecc.edu> wrote:
Thank you for letting me know about this.  I would like to settle this between students involved to find out the facts.  As of right now it is a matter of "he said"   "she said".  I would like to get the facts from you on Monday.  Can you come to my office right after class? Or at 1pm?  I will ask the same of the other person involved at a different time to straighten this out.   Lets find some solution to this.  As I see it we need to get this settlesd so that people can get on with studying the material.  Hope to see you Monday.  Jane


Jane E. Benjamin 
Geography 
Lane Community College 
4000 East 30th Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97405 
(541)463-5897 

Yes, I will make sure I am their on Monday, and I will make sure I make the time to get this over with. 

Thank you


Jimmy Miller
jimmymiller26@gmail.com
541-870-6396
" peace can not be kept by force,I can only be made by understanding"
(Albert Einstein)
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