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Dinner of Chinese New Year's Eve
	Chinese New Year is the most important festival to Chinese people, and people all get together at New Year's eve. As a result, the dinner at the eve is always prepared well for celebration. There are different kinds of recipe for New Year's Eve, and the one from north of China is representative. All kinds of food are prepared for New Year's eve such as chicken, beef, pork and veggies, as New Year represents the start of the year and Chinese people believe a good start equals to half of success. Moreover, there are two most traditional dishes in the menu, and one is dumpling and the other one is fish.
	Firstly, dumplings, are also known as "jiaozi", are the symbolic of food for Chinese festival. "Jiaozi typically consist of a ground meat and/or vegetable filling wrapped into a thinly rolled piece of dough, which is then sealed by pressing the edges together or by crimping" (Wikipedia). Jiaozi was created during Eastern Han between A.D. 25 to A.D. 225, and it has been popular for about two thousand years. One of the reason people like it is that the shape of Jiaozi is similar to that of "yuanbo", which is the golden ingot for being used as money in Ming Dynasty.  People put some coins in Jiaozi while making it and the one who eat Jiazo with a coin inside will get tons of fortune next year. As a result, Jiaozi represents best wishes for making more money in the following years and appreciation from people to what they got last year.
	Secondly, fish is the other symbolic food for the menu of Chinese New Year's Eve for its pronunciation. Fish is pronounced "Yu", which is similar to the pronunciation of  remain in Chinese. Having fish at the eve means that there are remains everyyear and we Chinese call it "Nian Nian You Yu". "Nian Nian" means every year, "You" means there are or there is, and "Yu" means remain. Compare to Jiaozi, fish is more likely to represent remain of all property such as money, harvest, family and so on as there is a high population of people participate in agriculture in old ancient of China. 		Celebration at Chinese New Year's Eve has become a tradition to show appreciation to what they get last year and expectation to what they will get next year. Chinese people like to connect food with wishes, so Jiaozi and fish are two most popular food in the menu according to their shapes or pronouncation.   
	
